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FRANKFORT — A Senate 
committee applied the brakes 
Thursday to a proposal by 
Secretary of State Alison 
Lundergan Grimes to let over-
seas military members vote 
electronically, citing concerns 
about the potential for hack-
ers to alter ballots.

At the urging of Senate 
President Robert Stivers, R-
Manchester, the committee 
voted along party lines to 
amend the bill to require bal-
lots to be returned by mail, 
instead of  fax or electronic 

transmission. The amend-
ment also set up a study of 
electronic voting, to be com-
pleted by Nov. 27. 

 After  the committee 
unanimously approved the 
amended version of Senate 
Bill 1, Stivers acknowledged 
that he had consulted with 
U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell 
about the measure.   McCon-
nell, a Republican, is seeking 
re-election next year. Many 
Democrats are urging Grimes 
to run against him.

 “We asked Sen. McCon-
nell’s office to look at it be-
cause he has been involved in 
it,” said Stivers,  adding that 
McConnell’s office is aware of 
voting procedures prescribed 
by the U.S. Department of 
Defense.

 Stivers said McConnell did 
not recommend changes to 
the bill.
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Military 
electronic 
voting bid 
is blocked

University of Kentucky 
football coach Mark Stoops 
and his wife, Chantel, have 
bought a house in Lexington’s 

B e a u m o n t 
n e i g h b o r -
h o o d  f o r 
$1.45 million. 

“ T h a t 
makes it the 
third-highest 
single-family 
home sa le 
in the past 

year,” said David O’Neill, the 
Fayette County property valu-
ation administrator. 

No. 2? UK women’s bas-
ketball coach Matthew Mitch-
ell’s $2.06 million purchase 

of the McMeekin Place home 
that once belonged to Rick 
Pitino when he was UK’s 
men’s basketball coach.

Going back to men’s bas-
ketball coach John Calipari, 

who bought his Richmond 
Road home and an adjoining 
lot for $2.3 million in 2009, 
“you get all three in the top 
20” home sales in Lexing-
ton since 2001, O’Neill said. 

(Calipari’s ranks No. 4 on 
that list, he said.)

The Stoopses’ nearly 
9,000-square-foot stone home 
at 2281 Guilford Lane has 
five bedrooms and 6½ bath-
rooms, according to the Fay-
ette County PVA database. 

That’s plenty of room for the 
family, which includes young 
sons Will and Zach Stoops.

The home also has a 
 Jacuzzi, an elevator, a wood 
deck and a 2,499-square-foot 
finished basement, including 
a theater room.

The house was built in 
2008 by Deborah J. and 
James C. Ball III. Deborah 
Ball did not return a call for 
comment. 

Apparently, the Beaumont 
home, which backs up to a 
walking trail, was a bit of a 
bargain: it had been listed for 
$1.8 million . 

Coach pays $1.45M for home in Beaumont
By Janet Patton

jpatton1@herald-leader.com

Mark and Chantel Stoops paid $1.45 million for the home at 
2281 Guilford Lane. It has nearly 9,000 square feet.
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Federal gun control targeted: 
Senate panel OKs bill that would 
approve defying regulations that 
restrict firearm ownership. Page A3
Fix on the way? Plan to bolster 
Lexington’s police and fire pension 
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Cpl. Matt Bradford and his wife, Amanda, walked to a tent on their lot Thursday during the 
groundbreaking ceremony for their new house in Jessamine County.

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

NICHOLASVILLE — A Marine who 
lost both legs and his eyesight after a 2007 
explosion in Iraq began a new chapter of his 
life Thursday with the groundbreaking of a 
new house.

Cpl. Matt Bradford, a Purple Heart re-
cipient who grew up in Winchester, will re-
ceive one of two houses in Kentucky from 
a program called Helping a Hero. The or-
ganization supports military personnel se-
verely injured  during the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“I’m very happy,” Bradford said before 
the  ceremony. “This is very generous. It’s a 
great thing.”

The house in Equestrian Estates in north-
ern Jessamine County will have one story, 
wider doorways and hallways, a shower that 
can accommodate a wheelchair, and voice-
activated controls to turn on a television, 
said Meredith Iler , national chairman and 
founder of Helping a Hero.

“He’ll be able to be as independent as 
possible,” Iler said. “We will also bring a lot 
of our biometric technology where he will 
be able to open his doors with his thumb 

WINCHESTER NATIVE LOST LEGS,
EYESIGHT IN EXPLOSION IN IRAQ

Helping a Hero 
building house 

for a Marine

By Greg Kocher
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“On this land 
right here, 

Amanda and I 
are starting on 
a new journey 

in life.”
Cpl. Matt Bradford,

Iraq War veteran
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With 200 care sites, and as the largest health system in the

Commonwealth, KentuckyOne Health is delivering quality care to more

people than ever. This is true even in rural areas, where telemedicine is

expanding the reach of physician specialists—and where we’re caring for

the underserved through programs such as our Appalachian Outreach

Program. All across Kentucky, we’re finding new treatments, advancing

new care models, introducing innovative cancer treatments, training new

medical professionals, expanding research programs and minimizing

hospital stays. The healthier communities that result are all part of our

200-year commitment to improving the health of Kentuckians.
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