
Amanda says wall art by
Sugarboo, which she sells
at Dress & Dwell, is a
favorite way to jazz up
her home decor.

Amanda is a fan of jewelry by local
designer Lulubelles, which she
carries at Dress & Dwell. “I just
love their necklaces. I love that
they take vintage pieces and
make it into jewelry. They’re
such a statement piece.”

Bold&
Breezy

A
manda Gibson
fills her closet
with what she
calls “classic and
sophisticated
looks with a femi-

nine touch.”
Among her fashion must-

haves are dresses. “They are my
staple pieces for spring and
summer,” she says.

“I love fitted-bodice dresses
with a little bit fuller skirt ... sort
of like the 1950s-inspired dress-
es.”

When she’s not wearing a
dress, Amanda says you’re most
likely to catch her in “classic,
cute tops with denim.”

As the owner of Dress & Dwell in New Albany, Ind., Amanda
has the latest fashions at her fingertips every day.

“It’s like my personal dressing room,” she says, laughing.
It’s no surprise then that Amanda gets most of her clothing

from her store, and is especially a fan of designers Dolce Vita
and BB Dakota. But when she’s out of town, she finds it fun
popping into specialty boutiques.

Color also plays a key role in Amanda’s style. “I love bright
colors,” she says.

“I love coral. I like it for my dress, as well as within my
home. I love it paired with gray and white.”

Amanda spices up her look with accessories, especially her
matching Wimberly initial bracelet and necklace and Michael
Kors watch.

One of Amanda’s favorite style tips, which she often shares
with her customers, is not to be afraid to think outside the box
when it comes to fashion.

“I always want to try to help them step out of their comfort
zone a little bit and try something new,” she says.

Amanda’s house in the Highlands features neutral shades
throughout, and she uses pillows and artwork to add punches of
color.

“I like to mix a lot of old with new. I love antiquing and going
to different antique markets and flea markets and finding
antique pieces ... but then also bringing in new, modern de-
signs.”

Want to nominate yourself or someone you know for a Style-
maker? Tell Christa Ritchie at critchie@courier-jour-
nal.com.
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AMANDA GIBSON
Age: 27.
Hometown: Lanesville, Ind.
Education: She has an asso-
ciate’s degree in interior design
from Harrington College of
Design in Chicago and a bache-
lor of arts in apparel merchan-
dising from Indiana University.
Career: Amanda is the owner
of Dress & Dwell, a women’s
clothing and home decor store
in New Albany, Ind.

Amanda calls her inital bracelet
by Wimberly “a staple piece to
have in your jewelry wardrobe
because you can pair it with a
lot of things.”

“They’re classic
and simple, and
something you

can throw on
with almost any
outfit,” she says

of her tulip
earrings by W&M
Custom Jewelry,

a Louisville-based
company.
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JAZZY JULEPS
Some cool cups for your Derby drinks.
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DARLING DRESSES
On the hunt for a Derby dress and accesso-

ries? Merci Boutique is a new shop in the
Chenoweth Square shopping center carrying
women’s fashions, jewelry, handbags and
more.

The store, owned by Louisvillian Connie
Schleuning, who also owns Fleur de Lis, has a
large selection of dresses ideal for Derby
events or a wedding.

Shop from a variety of designers, includ-
ing Kirribilla, Chloe & Reese, Ali Ro, Aidan
Mattox, Amanda Uprichard, Britt Ryan, Eliz-
abeth McKay, Nanette Lepore, Pink Tartan,
Jude Connally and more. The store carries
sizes 0 to 14 and extra-small to extra-large.

Merci will host a special event from noon
to 7 p.m. Wednesday featuring champagne,
wine and appetizers. Local hat designer Brit-
ni Knable of HeadCandi will also be at the
store with her custom collection of Derby
hats, headbands and fascinators.

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday. The phone number is (502) 893-4252.

SHINE
AND

SPARKLE
Davis Jewelers is host-

ing a “Gotta Have It for
Derby Day” event from 5 to

8 p.m. Wednesday.
Shoppers can check out a

variety of accessories, including
pieces by John Hardy, Belle Etoile

and Alwand Vahan. The store will
also unveil its newest jewelry col-

lection, Dabakarov, which features
semi-precious gemstones set in 14-karat

gold. Food and refreshments served.
Davis is at 9901 Forest Green Blvd.

SHOP TALK
Christa Ritchie

Alwand
Vahan
bracelet from
Davis
Jewelers

Chloe & Reese dress at Merci Boutique

SCENE

See more ShopTalk on Page S2
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