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BEIRUT — Syrian forces
used live fire, tear gas and
clubs to beat back tens of
thousands of protesters
who took to the streets
across the country Friday
in powerful and often jubi-
lant displays of defiance.

But a U.N.-brokered
truce largely held up with-
out the widespread, bloody
offensives that have
pushed the nation toward
civil war.

Activists said security
forces killed at least six
people, a lower-than-usual
toll. The rallies, described
as some of the largest in
months, stretched from the
suburbs of Damascus to
the central province of Ha-
ma, Idlib in the north and
the southern province of
Daraa, where the uprising
began in March 2011.

“Come on, Bashar,
leave!” the crowd shouted
in Daraa, linking arms and
stomping their feet to the
beat of a drum in a tradi-
tional Arab folk dance, ac-
cording to a video posted

online by activists.
The protests might have

been far larger had Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s regi-
me not violated a key as-
pect of the truce by keep-
ing troops, tanks and snip-
ers in population centers
instead of pulling them
back to barracks.

The presence of plain-
clothes agents of the
feared Mukhabarat securi-
ty service also had a chill-
ing effect on some of the
gatherings in Damascus,
the capital, and elsewhere.

The demonstrations
were a critical test of the
cease-fire, which went into
effect at dawn Thursday,
because they challenged
the government’s commit-
ment to avoid the kind of at-
tacks that have made Syria
one of the bloodiest con-
flicts of the Arab Spring re-
volts.

Many world leaders ex-
pressed doubt that the
truce would endure in a
country where 9,000 people
have been killed during the
13-month uprising, accord-
ing to U.N. figures.

Syria cease-fire
largely holds, but
6 die in protests
By Zeina Karam
Associated Press

PYONGYANG, North Ko-
rea — North Korea’s much-
touted satellite launch
ended in a nearly $1billion
failure, bringing humilia-
tion to the country’s new
young leader and condem-
nation from a host of other
nations.

The United Nations Se-
curity Council deplored
the launch but stopped
short of imposing new
penalties in response.

The satellite’s disinte-
gration Friday over the
Yellow Sea brought a rare
public acknowledgment of
failure from Pyongyang,
which had hailed the
launch as a show of
strength amid North Ko-
rea’s persistent economic
hardship.

For the 20-something
Kim Jong Un, it was to
have been a highlight of
the celebratory events
surrounding his ascension
to top political power. It
was timed to coincide with
the country’s biggest holi-
day in decades, the 100th
birthday of North Korean

founder Kim Il Sung, the
young leader’s grandfa-
ther.

The U.S. and South Ko-
rea declared the early
morning launch a failure
minutes after the rocket
shot out from the North’s
west coast. North Korea
acknowledged its demise
four hours later in an an-
nouncement broadcast on
state TV, saying the satel-
lite the rocket was carry-
ing did not enter orbit.

The launch brought
swift international con-
demnation, including the
suspension of U.S. food
aid, and raised concerns
that the North’s next move
could be even more pro-
vocative — a nuclear test,

the country’s third.
The U.N. Security

Council denounced the
launch as a violation of two
resolutions that prohibit
North Korea from devel-
oping its nuclear and mis-
sile programs, and met be-
hind closed doors to con-
sider a response.

U.S. Ambassador Su-
san Rice, the current coun-
cil president, refused to
speculate on what action
the council might take.
The council imposed sanc-
tions on North Korea after
its first nuclear test in
2006 and stepped up sanc-
tions after its second in
2009.

U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al Ban Ki-moon, a former

South Korean foreign min-
ister, called the launch
“deplorable” and urged
North Korea “not to under-
take any further provoca-
tive actions that will
heighten tension in the re-
gion,” U.N. spokesman
Martin Nesirky said.

Despite Friday’s failed
launch, Pyongyang
pressed ahead with gran-
diose propaganda in
praise of the ruling Kim
family.

Hours after the explo-
sion, the young Kim was
installed as the new head
of the powerful National
Defense Commission dur-
ing a meeting of the Su-
preme People’s Assembly
in Pyongyang.

It was the last of the top
military and party posts
intended to consolidate his
power after the death of
his father, longtime leader
Kim Jong Il.

At a gathering later Fri-
day, Kim Jong Un and oth-
er senior officials watched
the unveiling of an enor-
mous new statue of Kim
Jong Il, which stood beside
an equally massive one of
Kim Il Sung. North Korea
had trumpeted the launch
of its satellite as a scientif-
ic achievement and a gift
for its late founder.

N. Korea admits failure
Botched launch
a blow to leader
By Jean H. Lee
Associated Press

The satellite launch was to have been a highlight of
events celebrating the rise of Kim Jong Un, center. AP

CARTAGENA,
COLOMBIA

Obama on defense
at Americas summit

Barack Obama will be
on the defensive heading
into this weekend’s Summit
of the Americas, with the
U.S. stubbornly clinging to
positions opposed by most
Latin American and Carib-
bean leaders as its influ-
ence in the region wanes.

The president, who ar-
rived in this Caribbean
port Friday afternoon, can
expect even some of Wash-
ington’s friendliest allies to
protest U.S. insistence on
excluding communist Cuba
from the gathering.

Vigorous discussion
among the 33 leaders is ex-
pected on drug legaliza-
tion, which the Obama ad-
ministration opposes. And
Obama can expect to be in
the minority in his opposi-
tion to Argentina’s claim to
the British-controlled
Falkland Islands.

ISTANBUL

Progress is seen
at Iran nuclear talks

After years of failure,
Iran and the six world pow-
ers may finally make some
progress on nuclear negoti-
ations when they meet
again today if each side
shows willingness to offer
concessions the other
seeks.

But even if the two sides
find enough common
ground, they may have a
tougher time in any poten-
tial second round. That’s
when the six powers will
likely seek further com-
mitments from Tehran to
reduce fears that it could
use its uranium enrich-
ment program to make the
fissile core of nuclear mis-
siles.

CARACAS, VENEZUELA

Supporters rally on
Chavez anniversary

Thousands of President
Hugo Chavez’s supporters
celebrated the 10th anni-
versary of his return to
power following a failed
coup in 2002, filling an ave-
nue outside the presiden-
tial palace in a festive show
of support Friday.

Militia troops marched
in formation to the palace
wearing fatigues and
chanting: “The people,
united, will never be de-
feated!”

Chavez told a crowd he
will win re-election in Octo-
ber. He said that by strug-
gling with cancer, “I’ve be-
come more Christian.”

Read the latest news online
at: courier-journal.com/na-
tionworld
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