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u.s. unemployment claims hit 4-year low of 357K 
By CHRlSTOPHER S. 

RUGABER 
AP F..connmics \l'M!e1" 

WASHINGTO N 
The number of people 
seeking U.S. unemploy
ment benefits fell to a four
year low last week, sug-

703RD: 'It's nice to 
give them a 

perspective that they 
would never have' 

Conlinued &om AI 

Division, Cpt Frank Tal
bert said. 

Talbert previously has 
talked to classes taught by 
his wife, Christy Talbert. 

" It lets them know more 
what's out there, ~ he said. 
Students aren't always 
aware of the career oppor
tunities aVailable, he said. 

"II'S nice to give them a 
perspective that they 
would never have," he 
said. 

Talbert commissioned 
into the ordinance branch 
after college and ROTC. 
EOD is part of the branch, 
and he was looking for 
"something a little more 
exciting," he said. 

EASTER: 'Without 
the cross) we are 
completely lost' 

Conlinu«! from AI 

de sticks and other items 
and the Easter bunny will 
makc an appearance to 
have photographs taken 
with the children. 

gesting employers kept hir
ing in March at a healthy 
!"". 

Weekly applications 
dropped 6,000 to a season
ally adjusted 357,000, the 
Labor Department said 
Thursday. That's the few-

est since April 2008. 
The four-week average, 

a Jess volatile mcru;urc, fell 
to 361,750, also the lowest 
in four years. 

Applications have been 
steadily deelining since last 
fall. The four-week aver
age fell 4 percent ill the 

January-March quarter, af· 
ter dropping 8 percent in 
the fmal three months of 
last year. 

When unemployment 
benefit applications drop 
consistently below 
375,000, it usually Signals 

__ " &l. 1'ICO<£fIff"*-"

Sgt. Frank Kuvelkllillows fourlil-graders, Gary English, Indya Bradley and Cole Rogers llow to 
conu(lI the TALON Robot beh",,, letttng Rogers have a tum Wednesday during a visit of 
members from tile 70Jrd ExplOSive Ordnance Disposal Company to Momlnp lde Elementary 
School In Elizabethtown. Tile 70Jrd EOD II based at Fort Knox and retumad from I year~ong 
deployment t o Aigllanlstan In late December. 

Christy Talbert said stu
dents generally have a nar-

Luce said the church 
hosts othcr parties at Hal
loween and Chligtmas and 
the Easter party is open to 
the public. They're usually 
well attended and altr-dCt 
visitors who do not attend 
the church and may live 
elsewhere, she g,lid. 

~We usually get quite a 
few people we've never 
seen before," she said, 

row view of what soldiers 
do. 

adding that the churt:h fol
lows up with those fami
lies. 

Easter Sunday features 
sunrise celebrations and 
regular services as Chris· 
tians finish the weekend 
with worship. 

The Rev. Don Sexton of 
Stephensburg United 
Methodist Church said his 
congregation has a sunrise 

"There's so many more 
components,· she said. 

service at 7 a.m., which fo-
cuses heavily on a candle· 
light service symbolizing 
the light of Christ through 
his resurrection. The 
church also uses candle
light during Christmas to 
represent the birth of 
Christ, he said. 

A short semlOn follows 
the candlelight service and 
special music is featured, 
Sexton added. A church 

hiring is strong enough to 
lower the unemployment 
rate. 

The downward trend in 
applications is a promising 
sign ahead of today's re
port on March job growth. 
Employers added an aver-

age of 245,000 jobs per 
month from December 
through Febmary. And the 
unemployment rate has 
fallen from 9.1 percent in 
August to 8.3 percent in 
February, the lowest in 
three yeal'S. 

Soldiers with t he 703rd Explo$lve Ordnance Disposal Company 
from Fort Knoll hetp fO)Ufth.grade teacllar Brandon TlIompsGn 
irrto a bomb suit durin&' a visit Wedne5day to Momlnplde 
Elementary School to Ihare about the job of a loldler In an 
EOO unit . Tile lult welg)le close to 100 pounds. 

Along with the robots, 
teacher Brandon Thomp
son showed olT a bomb suit 
to the. The suit weighs 
close to 100 pounds and 
soldiers wear it when they 
must dispose of a bomb. 

Student Skylar Mc
Dougald said she was ex
cited from the moment her 
teacher, Talbert, told the 

breakfast commences after 
the sunrise service and reg
ular services resume at II 
am., he added. 

Sexton said Easter is the 
most importa.nt day of the 
year because it recogni2es 
the sacrifice of J esus' death 
on the crms and his victo
ry over death three days 
later, which fulfilled his 
promise. 

"Without the resurrec· 

d ass of the demonst'dtion. 
~My reaction wa$. 

'yay!'" she said, 
She liked driving the ro· 

bot 
~This b very cool and 

interesting and I'd love to 
see it again," McDougald 
said. 

KeUy Cantrall WI be 
n:IIChni at (270) 50H747. 

tion, there is no Christian 
faith.~ he said. 

LikeWise, the cross sym
boli7.es the sacrifice Christ 
made to redeem mankind, 
he added. 

"Without the cross, we 
are completely lost, ~ Sex
ton said. 

Marty f'JJ>ley WI be 
readlnl at (270) 5(15·1762. 
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