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CHALLENGERS ZERO IN ON ROMNEY’S 
MULTIMILLIONAIRE STATUS

Tonight: Slight chance 
for snow flurries

WEATHER     A8 PRIMARIES   A3

Personal tragedy leads to life around disasters
Volunteer’s relief work started with Hurricane Katrina

Sunday 
fire guts 
home
Cause undetermined
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Should teacher evaluations be 
based partly on student test 
performance?
Yes, 74% No, 25%
Total votes: 58
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®
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A Sunday night fi re gutted a Lebanon Road 
home northeast of Frankfort.

Franklin County Fire Chief Gary Watts 
didn’t have the fi re report available today at 
press time, but news reports say a woman, her 
son and grandson lived in the home at 2300 
Lebanon Road. No one was in the house at the 
time of the fi re.

Firefi ghters got the call around 10:40 p.m., 
and crews worked the scene until about 10 a.m. 
Monday, Watts said.

“When the first responder arrived, there 
was fi re coming through the roof,” Watts said 
today. 

LEX 18 reported fi refi ghters at the scene be-
lieved it began in the rear of the house near the 
kitchen, but Watts says the cause has not been 
determined. There were no injuries.

Kim Black is a 
volunteer with 
The American Red 
Cross as a disaster 
relief worker.
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BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

K
im Black felt helpless 
after her husband, 
Larry, died of cancer 
in 2005. That same 

year she lost her mother and fi ve 
friends. 

But four weeks after Larry 
died, Kim found herself in Mis-
sissippi as a Red Cross volun-
teer helping strangers rebuild 

their lives after Hurricane Ka-
trina, one of the most devastat-
ing storms in U.S. history.

Though Kim and her siblings 
had felt helpless as people close 
to them died, they knew there 
was something they could do to 
help others. 

Kim, now 55, went to Missis-
sippi; her brother, Tony Pow-
ell, went to the Gulf Shore; and 
her sister, Cindy Erickson, vol-
unteered to work in Texas after 

Hurricane Rita.
 “My brother, sister and I de-

cided we needed to go down and 
help those guys,” Kim said in a 
recent interview at the Franklin 
County Red Cross.

Kim stayed in Meridian, 
Miss., helping with flood vic-
tims for 10 days. That work now 
serves as a checkpoint in her 
life.

See VOLUNTEER, A7
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With a picture of Martin Luther King Jr. projected behind them, Peaks Mill Elementary School students Benjamin 
Lawrence, Neveah Carter and Kory McDaniel perform the Reader’s Theater play “Speaking Out for Justice: Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.” for their class.

Peaks Mill Elementary School students Leeann Toll, Destynee Ruiz, Sa-
mantha Fair and Kalob White perform the Reader’s Theater play “Rosa 
Parks Rides the Bus.”

Kids 
play out 
King’s 
dream

BY SARAH SKIDMORE
AP BUSINESS WRITER

Wikipedia will black out the English lan-
guage version of its website Wednesday to pro-
test anti-piracy legislation under consideration 
in Congress, the foundation behind the popu-
lar community-based online encyclopedia said 
in a statement Monday night.

The website will go dark for 24 hours in an 
unprecedented move that brings added muscle 
to a growing base of critics of the legislation. 
Wikipedia is considered one of the Internet’s 
most popular websites, with millions of visi-
tors daily.

“If passed, this legislation will harm the free 
and open Internet and bring about new tools 
for censorship of international websites inside 
the United States,” the Wikimedia foundation 
said.

The Stop Online Piracy Act in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and the Protect Intellectual 
Property Act under consideration in the Senate 
are designed to crack down on sales of pirated 
U.S. products overseas.

Supporters include the fi lm and music in-
dustry, which often sees its products sold ille-
gally. They say the legislation is needed to pro-
tect intellectual property and jobs.

Critics say the legislation could hurt the 
technology industry and infringe on free-
speech rights. Among their concerns are pro-

U.S. launches war on Alzheimer’s

Wikipedia 
blacks out 
Wednesday
Research website going 
dark for 24 hours 
to protest anti-piracy bill

See WIKIPEDIA, A7

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP MEDICAL WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
government is setting what it 
calls an ambitious goal for Al-
zheimer’s disease: Develop-
ment of effective ways to treat 
and prevent the mind-destroy-
ing illness by 2025.

The Obama administration 
is developing the fi rst National 
Alzheimer’s Plan to fi nd better 

treatments for the disease and 
offer better day-to-day care for 
those affl icted.

A newly released draft of 
the overall goals sets the 2025 
deadline but doesn’t provide 
details of how to fund the nec-
essary research to meet that 
target date. Today’s treatments 
only temporarily ease some de-
mentia symptoms, and work to 
fi nd better ones has been frus-
tratingly slow.

A committee of Alzheimer’s 
experts begins a two-day meet-
ing today to help advise the gov-
ernment on how to fi nalize the 

plan.
An estimated 5.4 million 

Americans have Alzheim-
er’s or similar dementias. It’s 
the sixth-leading killer and is 
steadily growing as the popu-
lation rapidly ages. By 2050, 13 
million to 16 million Americans 
are projected to have Alzheim-
er’s, costing $1 trillion in medi-
cal and nursing home expendi-
tures.

The national plan is sup-
posed to tackle both the medi-
cal and social aspects of de-

Goal is for effective 
treatment by 2025

See ALZHEIMER’S, A7


