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IT SCREAMS!

City races
in three
places
Races for mayor and city

council offices are devel-
oping in all Letcher County
towns except Whitesburg.

Neon has four candidates for
mayor in a race to fill out
the unexpired term of the
late Lillian F. Webb.

Democratic candidate W. L.
Terrill, now serving, is the
only candidate for an unex-
pired term, but there is a
race for council seats in Jen-
kins.

Fleming has two slates of
councilmen running and two
candidates for city police
judge.

Three present members
of the Whitesburg council
are seeking and
three men who have not serv-

ed on the council have filed for
the three remaining seats.

The incumbents are Joe
Newell and J. Don Collins,
seeking second council terms,
and Eugene Moore, seeking a
fourth two-ye- ar term. Newell
is a coal operator, Collins
is a store owner and salesman
and Moore is an insurance re-
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Ad denied
The chairman of the Kentucky

Democratic Campaign Head-
quarters has categorically de-

nied that the Western Kentucky
Ford for Governor Committee
ever distributed a leaflet re-

produced in an advertisement
which has appeared in eastern
Kentucky newspapers for Re-

publican Tom Emberton.
The ad was carried in last

week's Mountain Eagle, and
says that former governor Bert

(Continued on Page 9)

U. S. Bureau of Mines direc-
tor Elburt F. Osborn told the
annual meeting of the Ken-
tucky Coal Association that
"the mine safety situation
here in Kentucky cannot wait
for changes in the law, or even
in regulations. It is bad. It is,
in fact, the worst of any major
coal producing state in the na-

tion.
Osborn went on to tell the

operators meeting in Lexing-
ton that the Bureau anticipates
no major changes in the 1969
Coal Mine Health and Safety
Act. In fact, the director
said, arguments by some op-

erators that the law itself is
a contributing factor to the
high death rate is not true at
all. Rather, "failure to ad-

just to changing conditions
and failure to follow time-honor- ed

safe mining practices
are the real causes.

Osborn Informed his audience
that the Bureau is "going to
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forward to Friday when one of them will over festivities. (Eagle photo)

may face another
water crisis as the construction
of US 119 along the North Fork
of the Kentucky River above
town tt - under way, a mem-
ber of the city water board told
members of City
Council Tuesday night.

Ted Fields, who has served
on the water board longer than
any other of its members,
said the which
will come down the river into
the city's reservoir as a result
of the highway construction
will leave the water system
"with no hope, "

The city-own- ed and oper-
ated system gets its water
from a supply pooled behind
a low-wat- er dam in the Ken-

tucky River and from a well.
The dam was built above five
years ago after the city's

markedly the Federal
presence in your mines." He
said that the Bureau hopes to
help eastern opera-
tor i deal with specific prob-

lems they might have with the
Safety Act, but that such help
will only "be within the frame-
work of the law. "

The assembled coal operators
also heard speeches from three
of the four can-

didates. Tom Em-

berton, who was on the pro-
gram, sent word that he would
not be present due to a "major
conflict" in schedule.

Although Osborn was the fea-

tured speaker, the candidates
were heard with interest by
the operators, some of whom
privately told a reporter that
they aren't sure just who they
really support .

candidate A. B.
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two wells then in use could
not supply the water system's
needs. The dam has been the
subject of controversy since
its construction. Some experts
said it was designed and con-
structed wrong, out officials
of the federal Economic De-

velopment Administration,
which financed the construc-
tion, inspected it and said
it was satisfactory. The dam
has never worked to its in-
tended capacity, however, and
Fields said that the river be-

hind it is so full of mud now
that "a duck's nest and three
leaves in the bottom of the
dam" would put the reser-
voir out of commission.
Water reaching the city's
treatment plant from trie
dam recently was so muddy
that it couldn't be put through

Thursday, October 14,
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faces water
the aerator, Fields indicated.
"Without the well, we're out
of water, " he said.

Fields said he himself would
like to run additional pipe to
the "Bill Doug Hole" about
1,500 feet further upstream
in the Kentucky River and use
water from there in the city's
system. He suggested that
if Scotia Coal Co. at Eolia
can use a floating pump to
supply its coal-treatme- nt

plant with water, there is no
reason why the city of White-
sburg could not install a
floating pump in the " Bill
Doug" and supply the town
with water.

City Councilman Joe Newell
asked Fields "is there anyone
in the country who can come
in and tell us how to use the

(Continued on Page 9)
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New bids
sought
on school
The Letcher County Board

of Education is trying once
more to obtain bids for an
addition to Kingdom Come
Settlement school which fit
the board's building budget.

The school system is ad-

vertising for construction
bids on the addition again this
week. Bids received in July
were far above the board's
available money and were
rejected after negotiations
with contractors failed to
cut prices enough.

The new bids will be opened
October 29.

The school board also is be-

ginning to buy land for a
multi-purpo- se building to be
constructed at Fleming-Neo- n

High School when money be-

comes available. The build-
ing at Fleming-Neo- n and a
similiar one at Letcher High
School are next on the board's
construction priority list after
completion of the new White-
sburg Elementary School arid
the Kingdom Come addition,
Supt. Kendall Boggs said.
The board already has land
for the building at Letcher

and is now beginning to ac-

quire a site for the Fleming-Neo- n

building. Board mem-
bers had asked Lee Adams,
Whitesburg realtor, to ne-

gotiate for peoperty on their
behalf, and Adams presented
a list of offers he had received.
Board members indicated they
felt some of the prices were
too high but instructed Boggs
to have Atty. Harry Caudill
abstract the titles on those
pieces of property which mem-
bers felt were "in line" on
price, with a view to pur-
chasing the property. Boggs

(Continued on Page 20)
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DISCUSSING POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LETCHER COUNTY CAVES here on Monday
were, left to right. Charles Rippy of the state Department of Parks, Roy Davis. Eric Patterson,
Frank Majority, Judge Robert Collins and Lewis Lamcn. Davis and Lamon came here at the
suggestion of the Parks Department. The two operate Cumberland Caverns, a commercial
enterprise in McMinnville. Tennessee. (MOUNTAIN EAGLE photo)


