
Syrians stopped Wednesday to view the rubble of a house where six residents were killed during an airstrike on the outskirts of Aleppo.
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BEIRUT — Rebel fighters in 
Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, said 
Wednesday that government 
 forces had launched a ground as-
sault, causing them to pull back 
from parts of the city because 
their ammunition was running 
low. Meanwhile, new disputes 
arose around the contentious is-
sue of foreign military support 
for President Bashar Assad and 
for the opposition.

In Aleppo, rebel commanders 
said shelling and bomb attacks 
early Wednesday had reached 
new levels of intensity.

Residents who had not fled 
the city reported receiving text 
messages in the morning asking 
them to cooperate with the gov-
ernment. One text, signed by the 
Syrian army, read: “Dear broth-
ers, informing about terrorists 
means you are saving yourself 

and your family.”
The opposition and Syrian 

state television said the Syrian 
military had tried to reclaim the 
strategic neighborhood of Sala-
heddine, where much of the fight-
ing has been concentrated.

A rebel commander identified 
as Abu Mohammed, chief of the 
insurgent Shahbaa Brigade in 
Aleppo, said in a telephone inter-
view that the fight with loyalist 
soldiers apparently would be a 
long battle because of an ammu-
nition shortage.

A spokesman for the main reb-
el brigade in Aleppo said heavy 
clashes were occurring, but nei-
ther side had advanced.

But Abu Mohammed said 
some rebel fighters had to retreat 
because of the ammunition short-
age. Specifically, he said the rebels 
needed a daily supply of at least 
60 rocket-propelled grenades, of-
ten used against armored vehi-

cles, to counter a buildup of gov-
ernment forces, including tanks 
and snipers, in Salaheddine, a 
middle-class neighborhood in the 
city’s southwest corner.

Other commanders spoke of 
a significant buildup by govern-
ment troops near the southern 
edge of the city, which is Syria’s 
commercial heart.

Syrian state television said 
Wednesday that the army had 
“cleaned” Salaheddine, seizing 
ammunition caches and killing 
several “terrorists” — the official 
term for the rebels — while ar-
resting others, including fighters 
from unidentified countries.

Rebels said troops had moved 
into parts of the area. But broad-
er suggestions that a long-await-
ed ground offensive had begun 
against the rebels could not be 
independently confirmed.

The developments coincided 
with several conflicting reports 

involving the role of other coun-
tries in Syria’s conflict.

In Jordan, the state news 
agency reported that Syria’s 
prime minister, Riad Farid Hijab, 
completed his widely reported de-
fection by arriving in Jordan early 
Wednesday — not Monday, as 
Jordanian officials and Syrian reb-
els and activists reported initially.

Jordanian officials did not ad-
dress the discrepancy, but ana-
lysts said Jordan lied initially to 
confuse the Syrian government 
and protect Hijab from capture 
at the border, or was changing its 
story to minimize its role in the 
original defection, to maintain its 
public stance of neutrality.

There also were new, disputed 
accounts about the identity of 
dozens of Iranian hostages. Iran 
has insisted the captives are reli-
gious pilgrims, while their rebel 
captors say they were on a mili-
tary mission. 
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Syrian ground assault displaces rebels
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M I LWAU K E E — Wa d e 
 Michael Page, the suspect in 
the slayings of a half-dozen 
people at a Sikh temple out-
side Milwaukee on Sunday, 
died after shooting himself 
in the head, officials said 
Wednesday.

“We still have not identi-
fied anyone else in this shoot-
ing except him. We also have 
not identified a motive,” Tere-
sa Carlson, FBI special agent 
in charge of the Milwaukee di-
vision, said during the brief-
ing at FBI offices.

She said a police officer re-
sponding to reports of a shoot-
ing at the temple in Oak Creek 
shot Page in the stomach, 
“neutralizing the subject.” Page 
then shot himself in the head 

and died, she said.
Steven Conley, the 

Milwaukee FBI’s as-
sistant special agent in 
charge for national se-
curity, said of the shot 
by the officer: “It was 
a long shot. It was a 
very good, precise 
shot. Some very good train-
ing by this officer.”

Officers approaching the 
shooting scene initially re-
ceived reports of one to four 
shooters with about 40 hostag-
es barricaded inside, he said.

Also Wednesday, the Mil-
waukee County medical exam-
iner’s office released autopsy 
reports of the shooting vic-
tims — but not Page’s report. 
The medical examiner noted 
that the Milwaukee Police De-
partment had “placed a non-
disclosure on the report” and 
that Page’s family “has made 
arrangements for the final dis-
position of Page’s remains.”

According to investigators’ 
reports, Page did not appear 

to target people as he 
made his way through 
the temple, and he did 
not speak as he was 
shooting, Conley said.

Carlson said inves-
tigators think Page, 40, 
drove himself to the 
temple that day.

The FBI interviewed Page’s 
former girlfriend, Misty Cook, 
at her South Milwaukee home 
Sunday, and “she was coop-
erative,” Carlson said. Agents 
spotted a firearm at the home 
and arrested Cook on suspi-
cion of being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm.

Cook was release later, and 
prosecutors have yet to file 
charges against her, officials 
said Wednesday. Officials 
declined to say what type of 
gun was recovered, who had 
purchased it or where it was 
bought.

Cook, 31, a waitress and 
nursing student, was convict-
ed in 2005 of fleeing a traffic 
officer in Milwaukee County, 

sentenced to 18 months’ pro-
bation and served 97 days in 
jail, according to Milwaukee 
County sheriff’s records.

Carlson emphasized that 
Cook was not a suspect and 
that “the cause of this arrest 
was not related to the shoot-
ings in Oak Creek.”

Although Page probably 
moved to Milwaukee because 
of Cook, officials said, the 

couple broke up last spring 
and he had moved out of their 
apartment.

Page was fired in August 
2010 from his job of four years 
as a truck driver Barr-Nunn 
Transportation Inc., based in 
Granger, Iowa, after he was 
cited for impaired driving, the 
company said in a statement 
to The Times. He had refused 
a Breathalyzer test when police 

stopped him during a trip in 
his own car in North Carolina, 
the statement said.

James Santelle, U.S. attor-
ney for the eastern district of 
Wisconsin, stressed that pros-
ecutors have yet to decide 
whether they will file charges 
against Cook.

Oak Creek Police Chief 
John Edwards said that, al-
though evidence suggests 
Cook was involved with white 
supremacist groups, that 
evidence isn’t related to the 
shooting investigation.

“We do not believe that 
she had anything to do with 
this at all,” Carlson said.

On Wednesday, Cook sent 
an email to news media ex-
pressing her sorrow and admi-
ration for the victims’ families 
and the Sikh community.

“A time of healing is need-
ed for all affected by this trag-
edy, and I hope that people 
will look to supporting the 
victims and their families,” 
she wrote.

Wounded temple gunman killed self
INVESTIGATORS 
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By Molly Hennessy-Fiske
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At a memorial Wednesday in Mumbai, India, candles illuminated 
photos of the Sikh victims killed in Wisconsin on Sunday.
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CAIRO — Deploying its air force for the 
first time in nearly 40 years, the Egyptian 
military launched an air offensive in the un-
ruly Sinai Peninsula on Wednesday, three days 
after Islamists killed 16 Egyptian soldiers in 
an attack that threatened the Egyptian-Israeli 
border and the political standing of Egypt’s 
new president.

Hours after the air force reportedly struck 
Islamic extremists near the border with Israel, 
the Egyptian government announced that three 
high-ranking officials had been dismissed for 
their handling of the Sunday attack, the dead-
liest against Egyptian soldiers since the 1979 
Camp David peace agreement with Israel.

Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi said 
he had forced his director of general intel-
ligence services, Murad Muwafi, into retire-
ment and dismissed the governor of North 
Sinai, Abdel-Wahab Mabrouk, in an apparent 
bid to assert his authority over the increas-
ingly volatile situation. Since Morsi has no 
say constitutionally over military matters, the 
head of the military council that shares power 
with Morsi, Field Marshal Mohammed Tan-
tawi, fired Hamdy Badeen, the head of Egypt’s 
military police.

The day’s events suggested the Egyptian 
military was taking the attack and the threat 
of domestic extremists seriously after a series 
of skirmishes during the past year. The air 
force last launched attacks over the Sinai dur-
ing the 1973 war with Israel.

At the same time, Morsi sought to reassert 
his role as president with the firings after a 
tepid initial response to the attacks and lim-
ited say constitutionally over security matters. 
Morsi did not attend the soldiers’ funerals 
Monday and made only a 25-minute appear-
ance at the attack site earlier this week, amid 
security concerns.

According to a Reuters report from a corre-
spondent in the Sinai, the air force struck tar-
gets in Sheikh Zuwaid, a town six miles from 
the Gaza Strip. According to state media, the 
airstrikes killed 20 militants.

Israeli officials appeared to welcome the of-
fensive.

“The only one responsible for Sinai is 
Egypt, and Egypt will do everything in its 
power to deal with terror. Its success will 
prevent a bigger attack,” said Israeli Defense 
Ministry official Amos Gilad.

ISLAMIC EXTREMISTS TARGETED

Egyptian jets 
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Peninsula  

in retaliation
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