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Rights commission 
accepts settlement, 

decries ‘assault’
Bowling Green: The Knox County Board of 

Education agreed to pay a $52,000 settlement 
to a disabled woman who claimed she was 
 discriminated against, the Kentucky Commission 
on Human Rights announced Wednesday.

According to a news release from the agency, 
Knox County teacher Cathy Rhoden said she 
was harassed, denied a promotion and denied 
 reasonable accommodations by the board. The 
board agreed to compensate Rhoden and to 
provide training to board members and  principals. 
The commission will monitor the board for 
 compliance for one year. 

The human rights commission ruled to accept 
the conciliation at a public meeting in Bowling 
Green on Friday, the release said. At the  meeting, 
members also decided to send a letter to  Richmond 
Mayor Jim Barnes about an alleged act of 
 discrimination during the Fourth of July weekend. 

Cheri Chenault and Destiny Keith said they 
were having professional photos taken at E.C. 
 Million Park in Richmond when a gatekeeper 
“made derogatory remarks about the couple’s 
sexual orientation and ousted the couple and the 
photographer,” the release said. 

The commission “joins with the people of 
 Richmond in condemning, in the strongest 
 possible terms, the brutal assault on the personal 
dignity of each of the victims in the E.C. Million 
Park,” the letter read in part.

New entry in 6th District race
Frankfort: A Lexington man has filed to run 

as an independent in the 6th Congressional 
District race. Randolph Vance, 41, who works at 
the Speedway gas station in Beaumont Center 
in Lexington, said he originally filed as a write-
in  candidate but later decided to pay the $500 
filing fee so his name would appear on the ballot. 
Vance ran for the 6th District in 2010 as a write-in 
candidate and received 22 votes.

Vance said he thinks voters are tired of 
 Democratic incumbent U.S. Rep Ben Chandler and 
Republican Andy Barr. Chandler narrowly beat the 
Lexington lawyer in the 2010 race.

Despite not having any money, Vance said he 
plans to win. Because he works third shift, he 
said, he plans to do most of his campaigning on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Expect I-75 delays by bridge
Laurel County: Each side of Interstate 75 will 

be reduced to one lane at times Thursday at the 
Laurel-Whitley county line, the state Transportation 
Cabinet has announced. I-75 northbound will be 
reduced to one lane from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., and 
the southbound side will be cut to one lane from 
noon to 2 p.m., according to a news release.

Crews will block the lanes as part of bridge 
maintenance at mile marker 27.9. Road reports are 
available at 511.ky.gov.

No driver’s licenses Thursday
Bourbon County: The Bourbon County Circuit 

Court Clerk’s office will not issue driver’s  licenses 
Thursday so software and cameras may be 
 installed to provide Kentucky’s new licenses.

Other operations of the circuit clerk’s office will 
not be affected, and the office will be open all day 
Thursday. Driver’s licensing operations will resume 
Friday, and the new license will be available to 
Bourbon County residents. The new licenses have 
multiple layers of security features, all linked to 
one another, to foil counterfeiters.

Counties added to disaster list
Frankfort: More Kentucky counties have been 

designated as drought disaster areas, Gov. Steve 
Beshear announced Wednesday.

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack notified 
Beshear that Breckinridge and Grayson counties 
have been upgraded to primary disaster areas. 
Both were classified as contiguous areas before, 
Beshear’s office said. There are now 28 Western 
Kentucky counties designated primary disaster 
areas because of the drought. The designation 
makes farm operators in the areas eligible for low-
interest emergency loans, Beshear’s office said.
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Corrections
A story about Churchill Downs on Page B6 

Wednesday attributed quotes to the wrong person. 
The comments were made by president and COO 
Bill Carstanjen.

The gymnast in the main photo on Page B1 
Wednesday was misidentified; the gymnast was 
Jordyn Wieber.

The Herald-Leader corrects all significant 
errors that are brought to the editors’ attention. If 
you think we have made such an error, please call 
our newsroom at (859) 231-3200 or 1-800-950-
6397 after 9 a.m. on weekdays or after 3 p.m. on 
 weekends and holidays.

Parents listened 
to Dr. Hatim 
Omar, left, chief 
of adolescent 
medicine at the 
University of 
Kentucky, as he 
spoke to parents 
at Winburn 
Middle School 
on  Wednesday 
about the 
 challenges of 
guiding children 
through the 
middle school 
years. 
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Kentucky’s overall high 
school graduation rate for 
the 2010-11 school year im-
proved slightly from the pre-
vious year, state Department 
of Education officials said 
Wednesday.

The statewide graduation 

rate for 2010-11, the most 
recent school year in which 
complete graduation data is 
available, was 78 percent, an 
increase from 76.7 percent in 
2009-10. 

“We’re pleased at the slight 
increase, but we have a long 
way to go,” said Lisa Gross, a 

spokeswoman for the Depart-
ment of Education.

There  were  s imi l a r 
 increases in rates for male, 
female, white and black stu-
dents. The rate for Hispanic 
students, however, jumped to 
83.6 percent, from 74.7 per-
cent in 2009-10. For Asian 

students, the rate fell slightly, 
from 100 percent to 98.1.

About 40,000 students 
graduate from Kentucky’s 
public high schools each year.

The graduation rate mea-
sures how many students 
received a four-year diploma 
using an average of ninth- and 
10th-grade enrollment and 
includes students with dis-

abilities who were allowed to 
obtain diplomas in more than 
four years.

Four schools had gradu-
ation rates of 100 percent: 
Augusta Independent School, 
Burgin High in the Burgin 
Independent Schools district, 
Beechwood High in Beech-
wood Independent School 
District, and Fairview High in 

Fairview Independent School 
District.

Complete details on district 
and school graduation rates 
may be found in the Open 
House section of the Kentucky 
Department of Education’s 
Web site, KDE.state.ky.us or 
by clicking on the item under 
“Headlines” on the agency’s 
home page.

DESPITE SLIGHT INCREASE IN 2010-11, ‘WE HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO’

State high school graduation rate improves
Staff, Wire Report

Michelle Coates sat in the 
front row of class, diligently 
filling lined paper with neat 
notes on how to survive sixth 
grade.

Or, more precisely, how to 
help her sixth-grader survive. 

Coates’ oldest son, Grif-
fin, is starting at Lexington’s 
Winburn Middle School next 
Wednesday, and “it’s all new 
to me,” she said.

Dr. Hatim Omar, who runs 
an adolescent clinic at the 
University of Kentucky, spent 
an hour Wednesday speaking 
to parents as part of a day-

long parents’ boot camp at 
Winburn.

Omar guided Coates 
and about 30 other parents 

through the challenges of rais-
ing adolescents — generally 
ages 11 to 14.

His frank talk ranged from 
the standard parental worries 
about kids’ exposure to drugs 
and sex to more emerging 
dangers. For example, inhal-
ing household chemicals for a 
high, called huffing, is on the 
rise. 

In his UK clinic, Omar said, 
he is seeing more and more 
kids who’ve been harmed 
by the “choking game,” and 
some teens have died. Also 
called “suffocation roulette,” 
it involves near-strangulation 

PARENTS TRAIN FOR  
MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS

BOOT CAMP OFFERS TIPS FOR HELPING KIDS COPE
By Mary Meehan

mmeehan1@herald-leader.com

Jennifer Rowell listened as Dr. Hatim Omar 
discussed subjects including the disconnect 
between adolescents’ bodies and their brains.

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — A man who 
authorities say tried to fake his death by 
jumping from a Kentucky bridge has been 
ordered back to prison for violating his pro-
bation from a 1990s murder conviction.

Wade Meisberger, 40, told a Monroe 
County judge he, in fact, tried to kill him-
self when he jumped from a Carrollton, Ky., 
bridge in June, The Herald-Times reported. 
Meisberger said he was angry he hadn’t 
died during what he said was a suicide at-
tempt.

Authorities contend he intentionally 
eluded them. Crews searched the river for 
about 10 hours after receiving a report of a 
jumper on the Carrollton-Prestonville Bridge 
and finding clothes, a wallet with Meisberg-
er’s identification and a suicide note.

Meisberger later posted Internet videos 
showing he was alive, and police captured 
him last month in nearby Madison, Ind.

Monroe Circuit Judge Mary Ellen Diek-
hoff told Meisberger on Tuesday that he 
blew the second chance he got in 2007 
when he was released early from his prison 
sentence for killing a childhood friend in 
1991 when he was 19.

In the Internet videos, Meisberger ac-
cused several probation officers of conspir-
ing to destroy his life and return him to 

HE INSISTS IT WAS SUICIDE ATTEMPT

Man sent back 
to prison after 
faking death

Associated Press

Josh Lester wants 
us to look back at those 
times when we have been 
 frustrated, confused and 
 exasperated with the health 
care system as we sought 
help for ourselves or loved 
ones.

Then he wants us to 
 magnify those issues and 
emotions by picturing 
 ourselves in a foreign country 
where we don’t understand 
the language or the culture.

We definitely would need 
a helping hand.

That is exactly why 
 students in various health 
care professions at the 
 University of Kentucky are 
hosting the Multicultural 
Health Fair on Saturday.

“A lot of times when you 
don’t speak the language and 
are in a strange place, it is 
hard to get plugged in,” said 
Lester, a second-year medical 
student in the UK College 
of Medicine. “We are trying 
to reach people who are not 
necessarily comfortable with 
the health care system. We 
are willing to go that extra 
mile.”

Formerly called the 
Hispanic Health Fair, the fair 
has been broadened this year 
to include many cultures. 
All demographics, including 
underinsured, uninsured, 
low-income, no income and 

foreign language speakers, 
are welcome.

There will be interpreters 
on hand for many languages 
including Mandarin, Russian, 
and Spanish.

FREE UK EVENT HAS 
MULTICULTURAL FOCUS

Organizers of health fair 
hope to aid all in need
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Free University of Kentucky 
Multicultural Health Fair
When: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Aug. 
11.

Where: 807 S. Limestone, 
between the UK College of 
Pharmacy and Speedway gas 
station

Parking: Free at UK Chandler 
Hospital parking garage, or 
take Lextran bus route #5

Information: Ukhealthfair.
org or email logistiscs@
ukhealthfair.org

“We are trying to reach people who are not 
necessarily comfortable with the health care 

system. We are willing to go that extra mile.”
Josh Lester

UK medical student 
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To learn more 
Dr. Hatim Omar is  organizing 
an all-day conference:  
Staying Alive Kentucky 2012, 
Responding to Youth in 
Crisis, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 
21. Registration is $75 for 
physicians; $60 for health 
professionals; and $10 for 
students, parents, UK faculty 
and others. Contact Nicole 
Lyvers at nabrow0@email.
uky.edu or (859) 257-1160.

IF YOU GO

ON KENTUCKY.COM
Chris Bailey’s blog keeps 
an eye on the weather  
for Lexington and beyond


