
A2 THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 2012   FROM THE FRONT PAGE   LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  |  KENTUCKY.COM

form did not think they fit 
within the five government-
defined categories of race: 
white, black, Asian, Pacific 
Islander and American Indian/
Alaska Native; when questions 
were altered to address this 
concern, response rates and 
accuracy improved notably.

For instance, because the 
term Hispanic is currently 
defined as an ethnicity and 
not a race, some 18 million 
Latinos — or roughly 37 per-
cent — used the “some other 
race” category on their cen-
sus forms to establish a His-
panic racial identity. Under 
one proposed change to the 
census forms, a new question 
would simply ask a person’s 
race or origin, allowing them 
to check a single box next to 
choices including black, white 
or Hispanic.

The other changes would 
drop use of Negro, leaving 
a choice of black or African-

American, as well as add 
write-in categories that would 
allow Middle Easterners and 
Arabs to specifically identify 
themselves.

Census director Robert 
Groves, who leaves his posi-
tion Friday to become provost 
at Georgetown University, 
described the research find-
ings as an important first step 
toward making changes in fu-
ture censuses.

“As new immigrant groups 
came to this country decade 
after decade, how we measure 
ethnicity changed to reflect 
the changing composition 
of the country,” Groves said. 
“Since that change is never 
ending and America gets 
more and more diverse, how 
we understand and tabulate 
the information has to be con-
tinually open to change.

“It’s critical that race and 
ethnicity reflect how people 
identify themselves.”

The issue isn’t just seman-
tic. Some blacks in 2010, for 
instance, criticized a question 
asking whether a person was 

“black, African-American or 
Negro,” saying the govern-
ment’s continued use of the 
term Negro was demeaning 
and offensive. The wording 
in census surveys also can be 
highly political: Census data 
are used to distribute more 
than $400 billion in federal 
aid and draw political dis-
tricts and thus can elicit con-
cern if a change were to yield 
a lower response.

While individual Hispanics 
have expressed dissatisfaction 
with census forms that don’t 
count Latino as a race, Latino 
political groups have been 
reticent about pushing for a 
change. The main reason: Re-
search has sometimes shown 
that treating Latinos as a 
mutually exclusive group on 
survey forms leads to a lower 
Hispanic count.

“Why would Latinos want 
to give up their own ques-
tion on the census form that 
specifically asks if they are of 
Hispanic, Latino or Spanish 
origin?” asks Falcon of the 
National Institute for Latino 

policy. He notes that the cur-
rent wording, which first asks 
people if they are of Latino 
origin and then prompts them 
to fill in their race, fostered 
a strong count in 2010 that 
yielded a new census mile-
stone for Latinos of 50 mil-
lion, or one in six Americans.

Nicholas Jones, chief of 
the racial statistics branch at 
the U.S. Census Bureau, said 
the government’s more recent 
research found that Latino 
response rates were similar 
under the current and the 
proposed format. Across all 
race and ethnic groups, the 
non-response rates dropped 
to 1 percent under the pro-
posed change, compared to 
non-response rates of roughly 
4 percent to 5 percent with 
the traditional form.

Jones said the research 
findings identified ways to 
improve responses that will 
be used to discuss any survey 
changes with members of the 
Latino, black, Asian and oth-
er communities leading up to 
the 2020 census.

The government defini-
tions of race groups are set 
by the White House Office 
of Management and Budget. 
Changes to questions on cen-
sus forms must be approved 
by Congress.

Other research findings:
■ Removing the term Ne-

gro rom the census form did 
not hurt the response rates 
of African-Americans. While 
some people in 2000 indicat-
ed the term still had relevance 
to them, this number has de-
clined steadily since then.
■ Under the proposed 

changes, the number of peo-
ple who reported multiple 
races increased significantly. 
The multiracial population is 
one the nation’s fastest-grow-
ing demographic groups.
■ When provided write-in 

lines, as many as 50 percent of 
people who checked their race 
as “white” wrote in an eth-
nicity such as Italian, Polish, 
Arab, Iranian or Middle East-
ern. More than 76 percent of 
black respondents also wrote 
in an ethnicity, such as Jamai-

can, Haitian or Ethiopian.
■ Based on focus groups, 

many people supported cre-
ation of a separate racial cat-
egory for those who identify 
as Middle Eastern or North 
African.

Many demographers pre-
dict a wider range of  responses 
on census forms and blurring 
of racial categories over the 
next 50 years as the minority 
population grows and inter-
racial marriage becomes more 
common. In the case of His-
panics, the nation’s largest mi-
nority group, the label as an 
ethnicity to date has created 
particular confusion.

For instance, while the 
Census Bureau often has 
described Asian-Americans 
as the nation’s fastest grow-
ing race group from 2000 to 
2010, their rate of growth is 
actually equal to that of His-
panics, an ethnic group. On 
the other hand, Hispanics are 
typically treated as a race for 
purposes of counting “interra-
cial” marriages in the United 
States.
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shows the breadth of the heat 
and associated drought.

For example, in 2011 the 
heat seemed to be centered 
mostly in Oklahoma and 
Texas. But this summer “the 
epicenters of the heat kind of 
migrated around. It kind of 
got everybody in the action,”  
Crouch said.

The first seven months of 
2012 were the warmest on 
record for the nation. And 
August 2011 through July 
this year was the warmest 
12-month period on record, 
just beating out July 2011 to 
June 2012.

But it’s not just the heat 
that’s noteworthy. NOAA has 
a measurement called the U.S. 
Climate Extreme Index which 
dates to 1900 and follows sev-

eral indicators of unusually 
high and low temperatures, 
severe drought, downpours, 
and tropical storms and hur-
ricanes. NOAA calculates the 
index as a percentage, which 
mostly reflects how much of 
the nation experienced ex-
tremes. In July, the index was 
37 percent, a record that beat 
the old mark, for July last year. 
The average is 20 percent.

For the first seven months 
of the year, the extreme index 
was 46 percent, beating the 
record from 1934. This year’s 
extreme index was heavily 
driven by high temperatures 
day and night, which is un-
usual, Crouch said.

“This would not have hap-
pened in the absence of hu-
man-caused climate change,” 
said Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity climate scientist Mi-
chael Mann.

Crouch and Kevin Tren-
berth, climate analysis chief 
of the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research, said 
what’s happening is a double 
whammy of weather and cli-
mate change. They point to 
long-term higher night tem-
peratures from global warm-
ing and the short-term effect 
of localized heat and drought 
that spike daytime tempera-
tures.

Drought is a major player 

because in the summer “if it 
is wet, it tends to be cool, 
while if it is dry, it tends to be 
hot,” Trenberth said.

So the record in July isn’t 
such a big deal, Trenberth 
said. “But the fact that the 
first seven months of the year 
are the hottest on record is 
much more impressive from 
a climate standpoint, and 
highlights the fact that there 
is more than just natural vari-
ability playing a role: Global 
warming from human activi-
ties has reared its head in a 
way that can only be a major 
warning for the future.”

Here are some more num-
bers unlikely to provide cold 
comfort. The coolest July on 
record was in 1915, when the 
temperature averaged 71.5 de-
grees. The coldest month in 
U.S. history was January 1979 
with an average temperature 
of 22.6 degrees.
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HEAT “Global warming from human activities  
has reared its head in a way that can only be 

a major warning for the future.”
Kevin Trenberth, National Center for Atmospheric Research

Corn 
 damaged by 
drought rotted 
on the stalk 
in a field in 
Westfield, 
Ind., on Aug. 
1, as the U.S. 
Agriculture 
Department 
added 218 
counties in 12 
states to its 
disaster-area 
list this week. 
That brought 
this year’s 
total to 1,584 
in 32 states, 
more than 
90 percent 
of them be-
cause of the 
drought. 
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The Abdullah brothers, Hamza, standing at left, and Husain, at right in the cap, are taking time off from their NFL careers to make a pilgrimage to Mecca in the fall. They are both free agents.
MARK CORNELISON | mcornelison@herald-leader.com

About 200 clients of the 
Hope Center were treated 
to barbecue chicken, green 
beans, summer veggies and 
basmati, an Indian-style rice. 
As people left the cafeteria, 
many thanked the dozen or 
so volunteers. The rice, in 
particular, got rave reviews.

“It’s not your average Un-
cle Ben’s,” said Ihsan Bagby, 
chairman of the Share Center.

The meal initially was in-
tended to be provided only 

once, during Ramadan, the 
Islamic month of fasting. How-
ever, it received such a posi-
tive reception from the Mus-
lim community that the Share 
Center intends to supply at 
least one meal a month at the 
homeless shelter, Bagby said. 

He said he hopes the 
meal and other initiatives by 
the Share Center will raise 
awareness and appreciation of 
Lexington’s growing Muslim 
population.

“We want the general Lex-
ington community to be un-
derstanding that we … aren’t 
strangers, we aren’t foreign-

ers,” he said. “We are part and 
parcel of this community and 
we want to contribute to the 
betterment of this society.”

Getting help from two NFL 
veterans can’t hurt.

Hamza Abdullah, 28, 
played seven years for the 
Denver Broncos, the Cleve-
land Browns and, most re-
cently, the Arizona Cardinals. 
Husain Abdullah, 27, played 
four years for the Minnesota 
Vikings. 

The brothers announced in 
June that they would sit out 
the upcoming NFL season to 
perform the hajj, a religious 

pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi 
Arabia, that is required of 
all Muslims who are able to 
make the journey. 

The players said they 
didn’t sign with teams this 
year because they didn’t want 
to leave their teams hanging 
while they were out of the 
country for several weeks in 
October and November.

In the meantime, “we said, 
‘Let’s hop in a minivan, let’s 
go around the country, let’s 
meet some people and let’s do 
some good,’” Husain Abdullah 
said Wednesday. The brothers 
have spoken to youth groups 

and at mosques in dozens 
of cities since their journey 
began in Anaheim, Calif., in 
July, he said.

The Abdullah brothers 
hadn’t planned to stop in 
Lexington until members of 
the UK Muslim Student As-
sociation reached out through 
 Facebook and Twitter. 

“We honestly did not have 
Lexington, Kentucky, on our 
map, but I’m glad and I’m for-
tunate and blessed to be here 
today,” Hamza Abdullah said.

The brothers said they 
hope to return to the NFL af-
ter the hajj for the remainder 

of the season. They will have 
to work out and be scouted 
again, and there is no guaran-
tee that teams will have open-
ings they could fill.

However, they hope not 
only to find spots but to play 
on the same team. The two 
haven’t played together since 
college, at Washington State, 
they said.

“We’re praying that it’s a 
team that has a chance to go 
to the big dance,” Hamza Ab-
dullah said.

Josh Kegley: (859) 231-3197 
Twitter: @HLPublicSafety. 
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“We want the general Lexington community to be understanding that we … aren’t strangers, we aren’t foreigners. 
We are part and parcel of this community and we want to contribute to the betterment of this society.”

Ihsan Bagby, chairman of the Share Center


