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However, he scored just
nine points total in Bay-
lor’s first two NCAA wins
and questions surfaced
that he might be paying
more attention to his po-
tential NBA draft status
than Baylor’s team. He had
14 points, five rebounds
and one blocked shot Fri-
day.

“I had a couple of ques-
tions last week about my
draft stock. Last thing I
want to worry about right
now is my draft stock be-
cause we are so close to a
national championship
and have Kentucky next,”
Jones said. “I have not
even thought about the
NBA this year. I am wor-
ried now about a national
championship more than I
am about next year. The
world expects me to be
Kevin Durant (of the Okla-
homa Thunder) and score
30 points a game and do all
these type things, but I am
on a team. I don’t have do
that. We have more
weapons than last year. I
just have to do my job
against Kentucky, nothing
more.”

Heslip, who had 10
points Friday, said the
Bears “definitely see Ken-

tucky on TV a lot” and
know what to expect.

“They have a lot of fire-
power, great shot blockers
and great guards,” Heslip
said. “They’ve really got
everything, which is why
they are No. 1. But we
came here to win two
games. We don’t just want
to play Kentucky. We came
to win. Everybody wants to
play the best, so we know
what lies ahead. We think
we are extremely talented,
too, and we can do things
to make a big impact on
the game. We just have to
hit them first and get ready
for a 40-minute fight.”

Calipari said it will be a
“hard” game for his team
considering tipoff is only
about 38 hours after UK’s
win over Indiana ended.
That’s why he said making
sure his players rested and
got their legs back Satur-
day was important. 

“I would think it would
be fast (pace), but I think
they’re going to play a lot
of zone,” Calipari said. “It
may slow the game down a
little bit.

“I trust these players. Six
turnovers (against Indi-
ana), we scored 102 points.
I trust them. I know they’re
going to make good deci-
sions.”
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Baylor’s Quincy Acy has 242 career dunks and is a 60 percent career
shooter from the field. 

Baylor primarily plays a
zone defense, and that’s
what Kentucky coach John
Calipari expects. Cunning-
ham said it is a “good zone”
that fooled the Bulldogs be-
cause of Baylor’s length.

“Our players said it was
the hardest zone defense
they have played against,”
Cunningham said. “ey
are so long and really
spread out. ey put pres-
sure on the ball and make
you really make plays to
beat them.”

Two years ago West Vir-
ginia’s zone defense gave
UK fits in the Elite Eight
and denied the Wildcats a
Final Four trip. Cunning-
ham doesn’t think that will
happen this time.

“Kentucky has put in a
new zone offense this year
and its zone offense is as
good as anybody in the
country right now,” Cun-
ningham said. “e biggest
key is for Kentucky to attack
the zone and not just settle
for 3-point shots. ey’ve
got to get inside the zone
and get high percentage
shots, and they will. Ken-
tucky is great at that. ey
are the best team in the
country at getting in the
pain whether you play man
or zone against them. 

“ey drive in the paint
and kick out for 3s or get to
the rim or draw help and
throw the lob. ey won’t
just settle for 3-pointers
against that zone.”

Cunningham expects UK
freshman point guard Mar-
quis Teague to be a big key

because he’ll be defending
Jackson. 

“If the game is on the
line, he’s probably going to
be the one guarding him.
Teague has a tough
matchup, but he can stop
him. Teague really gets
after you defensively,” Cun-
ningham said. 

Cunningham noted that
Baylor was in the Elite
Eight two years ago and it
took a controversial call for
Duke to advance and even-
tually win the national title. 

“ey will be ready for
Kentucky and that zone is
the ‘X’ factor in the game,”
he said.

Still, he thinks Kentucky
not only will win the game,
but also the national cham-
pionship.

“Kentucky definitely is
the best team left. eir tal-
ent level is above anyone
else’s. ey also play so
hard and play together so
well,” Cunningham said.
“To have five or six guys
who will be first-round
draft choices and never see
any body language about
who takes shots is amazing.
ey just seem to have
such high character kids. 

“You never see Anthony
Davis talking trash, thump-
ing his chest or making it
all about me. He repre-
sents them as a whole so
well. He will be the No. 1
pick in the draft and all he
cares about is winning.
That rubs off on that team.
They are talented and spe-
cial. If you are going to
beat them, it’s really going
to take some extraordi-
nary.”
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Kentucky guard Marquis Teague (25) slams home two of his 14 points in the first half Friday against Indiana. Teague says there is no time to
think about being tired now, not with the Final Four on the line.
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ATLANTA — Marquis
Teague isn’t worried about
lack of sleep. It’s all part of
the process in the NCAA
Tournament.

It would have been easy
for the Kentucky point
guard to complain of fa-
tigue following Kentucky’s
102-90 victory over Indiana
in the South Regional
semifinals that ended early
Saturday morning at the
Georgia Dome, but Teague
was wide awake Saturday
afternoon talking about the
team’s next game, one that
includes a ticket to next
weekend’s Final Four in
New Orleans.

“We’re ready,” Teague
said. “It’s not the time to
complain about being tired
or anything like that.”

Overall top seed Ken-
tucky (35-2) will take on
Baylor (30-7) in the re-
gional finals today at 2:20
p.m., less than 48 hours
after the Wildcats avenged
an earlier-season loss to
the Hoosiers that sent Ken-
tucky into the Elite Eight
for the third consecutive
season.

Kentucky coach John

Calipari was on three
hours rest here Saturday,
but Teague said the players
were in bed a few hours
longer, although they were
following the Calipari’s
routine. Teague admitted
that the team was “pretty
tired” after defeating Indi-
ana.

“We got a little bit more
than three hours (of
sleep),” he said. “But we
didn’t get much (sleep) ei-
ther. We had to get up
early, get ready for break-
fast and come (to the Geor-
gia Dome).”

Teague enjoyed the
team’s win over Indiana.
The freshman point guard
scored 14 points, made all
six of his free-throw at-
tempts, dished out seven
assists and committed just
two turnovers. As a team,
Kentucky had just six mis-
cues against the Hoosiers.

“It was a real fast game
and both teams were in
transition trying to score a
lot of points,” he said. “It
made a fun game. It was
up-and-down and that’s
how we like to play.”

Teague is expecting a
similar up-and-down en-
counter against Baylor,
similar to the fast-paced

contest the Cats experi-
enced in their previous
contest against the
Hoosiers.

“They like to get out in
transition and score the
ball like we do,” Teague
said. “They have athletic
players and it should be a
fast-paced game. They are
one of the (few) teams in
the country that match-up
pretty well with us. They’ve
got a lot of talent, athleti-
cism and they’ve got a
good team. They are kind
of like us and we match-up
well with them.”

Teague has competed on
the prep circuit with Baylor

guard Quincy Miller, who
also was recruited by the
Wildcats before settling on
the Bears during the re-
cruiting process. 

“I know him and I’ve
played in a lot of all-star
games with him,” he said.
“We both were recruited by
(Kentucky), but I haven’t
really talked with him as
much lately.”

Although Teague’s
brother, a guard for the At-
lanta Hawks, is in town, it’s
been business as usual for
Teague. Jeff Teague had a
game Friday night at adja-
cent Phillips Arena, but
time limitations have hin-
dered a chance for the two
brothers to catch up on lost
time.

“He couldn’t make it,” he
said. “His game was still
going (when we were play-
ing). My mom had to leave
to come to my game.”

Teague is focused on the
task at hand instead of
conducting a family re-
union.

“We take every game
one game at a time, focus
on our team and who were
playing at that moment, ex-
ecute our offense and do
our best to win that game,”
he said.

Teague: No time to be tired
Matchups

How Kentucky and Baylor Matchup
By The Associated Press

                                        UK           BU
Record                          35-2        30-7
Avg. Pts.                        77.8        74.8
Opp. Avg. Pts.                 60.4        64.9
Margin                           17.4          9.9
FG Pct.                           .487        .470
Opp. FG Pct.                   .375        .415
3-Pt. FG Pct.                  .377        .385
Opp. 3-Pt. FG Pct.          .315        .333
3-Pt. FG-Game                 5.8          6.9
Opp. 3-Pt. FG-Game         5.6          6.2
FT Pct.                           .729        .751
Rebound Margin              7.3          5.5
TO Diff.                            0.4          0.4
Avg Steals                        6.0          7.6
Avg Blocks                       8.6          4.7

We take every game one game at a time, focus on our team and who we’re playing at that mo-
ment, execute our offense and do our best to win that game.

Kentucky’s Marquis Teague
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