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Experience Works offers jobs for seniors
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JOHNSON

Karen 
Miller and 
Pamela Cox, 
employment 
and training 
coordinators 
for 
Experience 
Works, are 
seeking 
55-plus year 
olds who are 
looking for 
work.

SEE JOBS, PAGE 3A

‘Spirit of 
survival’
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U.S. Senator Rand Paul visited the 
tornado-ravaged area of East Bernstadt 
Tuesday morning before traveling 
to West Liberty and other areas 
sustaining extensive damage from the 
March 2 storms.

Paul praises cleanup 
efforts from tornado
BY NITA JOHNSON

Staff  writer

While federal offi cials have
kept their eyes on the storm-
damaged areas of  last month,
so have legislators at both the
state and national level.

U.S. Senator Rand Paul
showed his concern in person,
touring areas of  Laurel County
Tuesday morning with Laurel
County Judge Executive David
Westerfi eld, Magistrate Jeff
Book and London Mayor Troy
Rudder.

Paul praised the cleanup ef-
forts at the local level, citing the
“millions and millions of  tons
of  debris” that had been cleared
and disposed of  during the past
month’s recovery efforts.

Some areas on Hawk Creek
Road in the western section of
the county and a widespread
area in the East Bernstadt area
sustained massive damage from
the storms and resulted in the
deaths of  six people.

The scattered insulation,
roofi ng shingles, splintered
wood, furniture and papers that
once depicted the path of  the
storm are gone — all through
the efforts of  volunteers and
fi rst responders who came to
lend a hand in the aftermath of
the disaster.

“You rarely see so much dam-
age. There were seven areas
(in Kentucky) that were pretty
signifi cantly hit,” Paul said.
“You hear about the people who
pulled an ambulance across a
muddy fi eld with a tractor be-
cause you couldn’t get through
the roads. It shows the humani-
tarian spirit of  our country.”

Paul also praised the efforts
of  two churches in the East Ber-
nstadt community where the
storm hit hardest.

“There were churches that
served thousands and thou-
sands of  meals to the victims
and the workers,” he said.
“They opened their doors 24
hours a day to help out.”

Though recovery and
cleanup efforts have excelled

SEE EFFORTS, PAGE 3A

BY NITA JOHNSON

Staff  writer

With consistently rising pric-
es and long lines at unemploy-
ment offi ces, a regional organi-
zation offers hope to individuals 
age 55 or older.

Experience Works, formerly 
known as Green Thumb, is seek-
ing persons ages 55 and older 
with limited household income 
for job training programs that 
will evolve into full time em-
ployment. Approximately 13 po-
sitions are currently available 

in Laurel County.
Karen Miller, coordinator for 

Experience Works program in 
11 counties, said the program 
had undergone massive bud-
get cuts last year but the freeze 
on those positions has recently 
been lifted.

“Our positions were frozen 
due to a 46 percent cut last July 
so we were forced to place a 
freeze on all hiring,” Miller said. 
“With the freeze being lifted, we 
are currently accepting appli-
cants who meet the qualifi ca-
tions.”

Funded through the U.S. De-
partment of  Labor, Experience 
Works seeks seniors who are 
not currently employed and of-
fers job training programs that 
will, hopefully, lead to full time 
employment. A non-profi t orga-
nization, Experience Works re-
cruits persons 55 years or older 
who undergo training at mini-
mum wage for 18 to 20 hours 
per week. But the difference be-
tween Experience Works and its 

TreatsSweetSweet
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Sisters Lindsey Kline-Frazier and Jamie Isley-Stacey are fi rst-time business owners with a sweet shop on South Main Street in London. Learn more 
about Ganache Gourmet Cupcakery, located across from First National Bank, on Page 3A.

‘Operation Spring Sting’ nets 58
BY CAROL MILLS

Staff  writer

Laurel County Sheriff  
John Root said a 90-day in-
tensive focus on drug traf-
fi cking in Laurel County 
Thursday ended with a 
roundup of  58 accused drug 
traffi ckers. 

“Operation Spring Sting” 
began January 1 by detec-
tives of  the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
and over its course result-
ed in seizure of  more than 
$40,000 in cash and vehicles. 

Two vehicles were seized 
by the Laurel County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce during the 
roundup Thursday — a red 
Tahoe found on Mae Sib-
ert Lane, four miles east of  
London, and a black Lexus 
seized on Laurel Whitley 
Road, eight miles south of  
London.

Many of  the accused 
dealers actually live in ad-
joining counties and come 
into Laurel County to deal 
drugs. Root said the drug 
problem doesn’t stop at 
the county line, “No mat-
ter where you live, if  you 
come to Laurel County to 
deal drugs, we will fi nd 
you and arrest you.” 

Detectives Brad Mitch-
ell, Jason Back, and Billy 
Madden conducted the in-
vestigations.

Four teams of  Laurel 
County deputies, assisted 
by the Kentucky State Po-
lice, London Police Offi -
cers, and the U.S. Marshal 
Service, assisted in the 
arrests. The names of  the 
accused will be released 
at a later time.
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Four law enforcement agencies join forces for roundup 
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London Police Sgt. Travis Dotson led Vernon Morgan into the Laurel County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce following a drug roundup on Thursday. Also pictured are Laurel 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Josh Gaylor and Kentucky State Police Trooper John Barnett.


