
If he is president, a moon
base would be constructed
by 2020, Republican presi-
dential candidate Newt
Gingrich told an audience
while campaigning against
Mitt Romney in Florida. No
doubt, NASA is excited
about the news, which could
mean a big boost for the
nation’s space program.

“By the end of my second
term, we will have the first
permanent base on the
moon, and it will be
American,” Gingrich said.

George W. Bush made
similar promises to return to
the moon and eventually
send a manned mission to
Mars by 2030, but the plans
were lost in space by the be-
ginning of his second term.

“We may discover re-
sources on the moon or Mars
that will boggle the imagi-
nation, that will test our
limits to dream,” Bush said.

“And the fascination gen-
erated by further exploration
will inspire our young
people to study math and
science and engineering and
create a new generation of
innovators and pioneers.”

America’s manned space
exploration missions un-
doubtedly provided unique
obstacles that required
unique solutions to solve and
be benefited technologically

as a result. America’s Gemini
and Apollo programs paved
the way for satellite tele-
vision. The use of everyday
items such as Velcro was
popularized by its appli-
cation in the space program. 

The image of an
American astronaut placing
an American flag on the
barren surface of the moon,
with the blue earth looming
in the background was a
powerful image that inspired
young Americans to become
scientists and maybe even
astronauts. 

Statistics released by the
America Physical Society
reveal an increase in scien-
tists in the early to
mid-1960s until the mid-
1970s.

“The inspirational value
of the space program is
probably of far greater im-
portance to education than
any input of dollars,” author

Arthur C. Clarke once said.
“A whole generation is
growing up which has been
attracted to the hard disci-
plines of science and
engineering by the romance
of space.”

Gingrich said the moon
base could be like a 51st
state but he got ahead of
himself with something else
he said during his rally in
Florida.

“By the end of my second
term, we will have the first
permanent base on the moon
and it will be American,”
Gingrich said. “We will have
commercial near-Earth activ-
ities that include science,
tourism and manufacturing.”

A moon base seems much
more distant when a can-
didate who is trailing
Republican presidential
hopeful Mitt Romney by
about 12 points, is already
planning his second term.
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EDITORIAL LAST PAPER’S POLL

Q:Should the county hold
onto the old library building
for future use or sell it?

Sell it: 50 percent
Keep it: 50 percent

>> Vote in this paper’s poll at www.kystandard.com.

CCoouunnttyy’’ss  
ddeecciissiioonn
ssoollvveess  oonnee
pprroobblleemm,,
lleeaavveess  aannootthheerr

The decision by Nelson Fiscal Court last
week to bring the Code Enforcement offices
into the Old Courthouse Building should be
a step toward making local government more
user friendly. 

Anyone who has wanted to put an addition
onto their home, build a new home or even
put up a fence has probably experienced at
least some frustration with the number of
loops that are required to get all of the paper-
work completed.  The move will not elimi-
nate every trip back to an office for more
detail or take care of health department
needs but it will put the Code Enforcement
office just steps away from Planning and
Zoning. That will certainly eliminate at least
a little bit of wasted gasoline.  When com-
pleted a developer or homeowner will not
have to jump back and forth getting informa-
tion or clarification or this forgotten form or
that overlooked permit.

Communications between the departments
should also improve by sheer proximity to
each other. Planning and Zoning, Code
Enforcement and the County Judge-Execu-
tive’s office will be on the second floor of the
Old Courthouse Building and that will make
for better interaction between all three units
of government.

As for the old house east of the Sutherland
Building that housed the Code Enforcement
offices, it will be torn down.  This is not a
historically-significant building so there
should be no outcry from the preservation-
ists.  It is simply a wood frame home with a
brick addition that has outlived its useful-
ness.  The number of parking spaces that will
be added to the lot behind the Sutherland
Building will be small but every spot counts.
Fiscal Court should be commended for final-
ly moving forward with consolidating office
locations for the two agencies.  

While that move is ironed out, the county
is still faced with the problem of using the
old library building on the square.  Built in
1914 as a federal building and post office,
the structure is in great condition and has
been used recently as an art gallery by the
Fine Arts Bardstown Society.  Problem is
FABS is a non-profit and does not pay rent.
The members of Fiscal Court would like to
see it used for something and Judge-Execu-
tive Dean Watts shares their concern but is
not in a hurry to find a use that might com-
promise the internal integrity of the struc-
ture.

Watts said he thinks the county will find a
use for the property and does not really want
to try selling it. The county obtained owner-
ship after stepping in after a sale of the prop-
erty to a private developer fell through.
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Pros and cons of a moon base

It is not just our nation
that has selection of leaders
in 2012. Our Sisters of
Mercy South Central Com-
munity (province) has such
in June.

(Please note “South
Central” covers a lot of ter-
ritory: 18 U.S. states and
Guam in the western Pacific,
and the country of Jamaica
in the Caribbean!)

We received an article re-
cently in preparation for our
leadership selection. Our
Sister Martha Milner re-
minded us of some wisdom
from the Sufi tradition: de-
cision-making is best when
we  show up, pay attention,
speak the truth, and be open
to the outcome.

Some traits within each as
she enumerated them:

•Show up: recognize our
own strengths and weak-
nesses, strive to be
non-defensive.

•Pay attention: listen care-
fully to others, pose
questions in a non-threat-
ening manner, support others
in their strong
feelings/views.

•Speak the truth: share our
positions with compassion;
reveal our information
sources; explore conflicting
views, express our views.

•Be open to the outcome:
proceed with the group’s
wisdom to future work.

These wisdom points
seem to have value beyond
our Mercy community deci-
sions.   What difference for
the good could they make as
we work through to our
choices of national leaders
this year?

What about really lis-
tening to others — taking
their valid points, leaving the
rest, beginning to ponder
how to address those per-
ceived valid points? Always
being respectful of them as
persons — in addressing
them, talking about them. 

Is it helpful to pay at-
tention only to who is
speaking — agreeing (or dis-
agreeing) with all that person
says just on that basis —
forget the content of what is
said?              

In a similar vein, does it

help to discount everything
else a person or even group
says just because I disagree
with/don’t like one or a few
things that person/group is
saying?

So help me, I cannot see
how Representative Ron
Paul’s proposal for very
minimal government can
work, but I greatly respect
him for his integrity and con-
sistency and other ideas
including the value he places
on our U.S. Constitution. So
I listen carefully to him.

Two of my favorite policy
analysts are Thomas
Friedman and David Brooks.
Both think deeply and are
uncommonly even-handed,
giving credit/challenge
wherever they see it due, ir-
respective of party,
nationality or whatever.  At
least as of a few years ago
Brooks and I are registered
in different political parties.

A reminder? People who
disagree with me or with
whom I disagree are not
therefore evil or stupid. Mitt
Romney’s recent call to stop
labeling and demonizing
others is a point well taken.

Are we remembering that
it is sinful to hate others, to
tell untruths about them, to
destroy their good names?

A further nest of ques-
tions: Is business the only
way to organize society?

Granted a lot of wisdom
from business, don’t
business and government
have different — and im-
portant — purposes?
Business: to make things,
provide services,  do no/little
harm while doing so, gen-
erally stay in the black
financially. Government: to
organize us for good order,
help us provide well for the
common good. Thus we
have laws, courts, law en-
forcement.   We need both,
don’t we? Any thoughts
about the growing influence
between two legs of our
four-legged society table (the
other two being families/in-
dividuals, and civic
organization)?

Brooks recently noted
that history indicates that
successful national presi-
dencies have these qualities:
persons who are emotionally
secure, have superb political
judgment, have often experi-
enced crushing personal
setbacks,  do not feel the
office is about them but
rather service of the
common good, a larger
cause. Are business expe-
rience or family roles
included in there qualities?

May we get  better at care-
fully listening for truth. It
would seem to be a terrific
help if we cooled the po-
litical fireworks.

Let’s listen for the truth
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