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Cell phone revenues for the Nelson County Dispatch
Center may start off slower than predicted, dispatch
Director Debbie Carter told the E-911 Dispatch Board
last week. 

The center will start
receiving 911 calls
directly from local cell
phones soon. Up to now,
those calls have been
sent first to Kentucky
State Police’s
Elizabethtown Post 4,
then routed to the local
dispatch center. Once
the local center begins to
receive the calls, it will
also receive revenue
from cell phone bills
that was previously sent to Post 4. 

Carter said she sent notification letters to cell phone
companies with towers in Nelson County in December,
but explained that those eight to 10 companies have a
six-month grace period to make the change-over. 

As a result, Carter expects the center to receive its first
quarterly payment of $20,000 at the beginning of
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Girl, 14, hit by truck still in critical condition
STAFF REPORT

A 14-year-old girl is still
listed in critical condition
with life-threatening injuries
after being struck by a car
Sunday afternoon.

The accident happened
around 3 p.m. near the inter-
section of Forrest Avenue
and North Third Street.
Witnesses told police the
teen ran into North Third
Street, which is four lanes at
that intersection, apparently
trying to chase down a bas-
ketball. She safely crossed

the southbound lanes of
North Third Street near
Wendy’s, according to
Bardstown Police Officer
Tom Blair. She continued
into the northbound lanes
but stopped just in time to
avoid being hit by a red Ford
Taurus driven by Christy
Walter. Once the Taurus
stopped, witnesses told
police the girl continued into
the far northbound lane into
the path of Michael D.
Fowler, who was driving a
2003 Ford Ranger.

According to a police

report, witnesses stated the
girl and the driver of the
truck tried to stop but the
teen appeared to slip on the
asphalt and slide under the
rear wheels of the truck. She
was run over and dragged
10-15 feet by the truck. The
impact caused her to strike
her head causing massive
head trauma. Blair said the
teen also appeared to have
broken her right leg or ankle
in the accident. She was
knocked unconscious by the
impact.

She was taken by Nelson

County EMS to Flaget
Memorial Hospital where a
helicopter was waiting to
transport her to Kosair
Children’s Hospital in
Louisville.

On Monday afternoon,
Blair said he had spoken
with the teen’s mother and
she was listed as critical but
stable but to his knowledge
she had not yet regained
consciousness. The teen,
however, had made it safely
through surgery to close a
laceration on the right side
of her head, Blair said. The

teen was placed in a med-
ically-induced coma to
accelerate her healing and so
doctors could monitor
swelling of the brain. On
Monday night, the teen had
surgery again this time to
allow doctors to remove a
small section of her skull to
relieve pressure from her
brain due to swelling. Since
then the pressure has sub-
sided back to normal levels,
according to a press release
approved by the teen’s moth-
er. The mother said surgeons
would replace the section of

skull once swelling had sub-
sided.

Police are not releasing
the identity of the teen but
did say she is a freshman at
Nelson County High
School. At the time of the
incident she was with a
group of teens.

No charges are pending
against the driver of the
truck that struck the teen.

Police are calling it a “sad
and tragic accident.”

Judge extends deadline to Feb. 7
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So far, three Republicans and one Democrat have
filed to represent Nelson and Bullitt counties in the 15th
Senate District. Tuesday was supposed to be the deadline
to file to run for a seat in state legislature, but the dead-
line was extended after three Republicans and a
Democrat filed lawsuits, claiming redistricting plans that
were passed by the General Assembly were unconstitu-
tional. Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd decided
to extend the deadline to file for state senate and the
house to 4:30 p.m. Feb. 7. A hearing will be held Feb. 6
in Shepherd’s court to determine the next step in the law-
suit.

Rep. David Floyd, Bardstown, Joe. E. Laswell, (R)
Shepherdsville, third District Magistrate in Bullitt
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The weather has been
unpredictable this winter.
Seasonal cold temperatures
gave rise to house fires
caused by electrical heaters
while excessive rain causes
flooding in surrounding
areas. The need for assis-
tance isn’t subject to season
but local support from
organizations such as the
American Red Cross Nelson
County Chapter. 

The local chapter
responds to an average of 50
natural disasters each year
including ice storms, torna-
does, home fires and floods. 

The American Red Cross
Nelson County Chapter
serves Washington, Marion
and Nelson counties. The
organization is searching for
heroes. Heroes who can help
raise money to continue
services in the area. Student
organizations, employers or
co-workers can take up the
cause together. Ninety-one
cents of every dollar donated
goes directly into humanitar-
ian services to help those in
need. 

Help comes in many
forms: shelter, blood drives
to blankets. The Red Cross
has helped not just individu-
als but also entire counties.
These are some of the stories

behind the heroes.

Ice Storm
When the 2009 ice storm

‘Heroes for the American Red Cross’kicks off locally

See RED CROSS, page A11

From left, District 4
Magistrate Jeff Lear, map-
ping consultant Joe
Mattingly and dispatch
Director Debbie Carter dis-
cuss issues at the meeting.
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Bardstown Elementary fourth-graders Gavin Bowman, Jamie Brady and Juan Brito make ice cream during a science
experiment on a mobile science activity center sponsored by the Department of Agriculture Tuesday. Division of
Agriculture Educator Jason Hodge visits about three to four schools per week and he expects about 20,000 students
at schools throughout Western Kentucky to participate in science experiments and activities in the lab.

Experimental science

“Heroes for the American Red Cross” is a grassroots
campaign where local business people, school groups,

church groups, civic clubs, and individuals pledge to raise
$1,000 for their local Red Cross chapter. This year, the

Nelson County Chapter plans to raise $15,000 during this
campaign to support Red Cross services including disas-
ter relief, assistance for fire victims, emergency military
communications, first aid and CPR training and disaster
preparedness information for the community. All money

raised will support neighbors in Marion, Nelson and
Washington counties. For more information about the

campaign or how you can help contact Susan B. Hardin at
348-1893 or e-mail at redcross@bardstown.com.

Do you want to be a hero?
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