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bchools to oin PIH rower plant v;

war on
The War on Poverty will fight

a few skirmishes In the Letcher
County school system, beginning
later this month.

The skirmishes will be on five
fronts:

1. Adult basic education.
2. Preschool training.
3. Enrichment programs ln're-mo- te

schools.,
4. Vocational training.
5. Improvement of teaching

aids.
Classes are scheduled to start

April 10 for adults who have not
completed the eighth grade.

About 300 men and women, ma-
ny of them working under the job-
less fathers'program, are expected
to attend the classes. The jobless
fathers will be oald for the time
they spend In class at the same rate
oi pay tney receive wnen wonting or ine oomesiic peace corps--o- n

other projects. The classes will and will be staffed by college
be free to all enrollees. students working under the Ap- -

Twenty Letcher County teachers palachian Volunteers. The lo
have been attending training ses-

sions for the past several Saturdays
to learn to teach the adult educa-
tion classes.

School officials said no one will
be forced to attend the classes,
but welfare recipients will be en-

couraged to go.
The classes will be financed by

part of a $475,553 grant awarded
the state Department of Education
by the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity, the federal agency which

the War on Poverty.
Under a separate grant from the

Department of Economic Security
at Frankfort, the county school
system also will be able to provide
classes lor va persons who are
prospects for high school diploma
equivalent classes.

Centers for the adult classes .
will be set up throughout the
county, some of them in school
buildings not now in use.

The county school system took
part in a similar program on a
pilot basis two years ago, and
school officials said they are
finding experiences in that pro-
gram helpful In setting up the
new one.

The school system has applied
for a grant under the "Operation
Headstart" program, launched
several weeks ago by Mrs. Lyn-

don B. Johnson, wile of the Pres-

ident.
Under the "Headstart" program,

kindergarten and nursery school
training would be provided this
summer for youngsters who would
enter the first grade in the fall of
1965 or the fall of 1966. School
officials here hope to continue
the preschool program throughout
the usual school terms and applied
to otu tor a grant to 11 nance such
a plan last August. So far OEO has
made no reply to the request.
The application for "Headstart"
classes for the summer was made
after OEO sent application forms
to the school system here. The
initial program would be for eight
weeks, beginning the middle of
June.

School officials emphasized that
they have not received approval
of their "Headstart" application,
but that if it is approved it will
provide:

1. Classes from 9 a. m. untl)
2 p. m. five days a week.

2. Free lunches for all pupils
who attend.

3. Transportation to the 12 cen-

ters where the classes would be
held: Whitesburg, Eolla, May-kin- g,

Fleming-Neo- n, Hemphill,
Cblson, Letcher, Camp Branch,
Kingdom Come, Lower Kings --

creek, Cowan and Blackey.
4. Jobs to persons presently

unemployed. These would be
used as bus drivers, lunchroom
cooks, and classroom aide;. The

poverty
pay scale requested by the school
board In Its application is $1.50
an hour for most of these em-
ployees.

5. Employment of specialists
to conduct a two-wee- lc training
session' for the 24 Letcher Coun-
ty teachers who will conduct the
classes. The teachers would be
paid to attend the training ses-
sions.

6. Necessary kindergarten

Tneprogram will be open to
all children of the proper age,
regardless of family Income.

Enrichment programs will start
soon In two remote Letcher Coun-
ty schools, Pert Creek and Car-
cassonne. It will be supervised
by a volunteer from Vista --- -
unteers in Service to America,

cal school system had requested
the program for six rural schools
but was told funds are available
for only two. Testing of pupils
in the two schools has Deen com-
pleted, but no starting date has
been set for the program.

The school board has purchased
the garage of Ammerman Motor
Company in Whitesburg and will
probably use it as the basis of a
new vocational class center.
The board will take possession of
the property on May 1. (Origin-
ally the property had been sought
as a storage center for Ashlana
Oil products, but the state fire
marshal refused to grant permis-
sion for such a use.)

School officials said the state
Department of Education has ap-
proved establishment of a branch
of the Hazard Area Vocational
School here. Money for the new
branch will come through the
Appalachian Development Act.
The act would provide funds for
renovating the building and con-
structing an addition to it.

Classes are planned in auto
mechanics, auto body work, ba-

sic woodworking, basic machine
shop, air condltbning and refrig-
eration, basic electricity and
clerical-secretari- al work. High
school students would attend the
classes during the day, and adults
would attend at night.

School officials are discussing
the establishment of a "mater-
ials center" under the newly ex-

panded National Defense Educa-
tion Act. Congress recently ap-
proved extension of the act to
include teaching aids for the
fields of English, history, civics
and geography. Previously the
benefits under the act had been
limited to science and mathe
matlcs courses In an effort to
bring American schools to the
level of Russian schools in those
fields.

Under the new act, the county
school system hopes to establish
a central library of teaching aids
which cannot be obtained in suf-
ficient quantity to provide them
to all schools. These aids would
include such things as film strips,
transparencies and other audio-
visual materials, books, pamph-
lets, charts, maps and other en-
richment materials outside the
basic texts. Records and "talk-
ing books" would be available,
and students could hear English
correctly spoken. A librarian
and a visual-aid- s specialist
would staff the materials cen-
ter. If a teacher wanted to be-

gin a unit on Alaska, for exam-
ple, she could come to the cen-
ter and obtain extra teaching
.materials on Alaska. Then when
she finished with them, she could
return them to the center.
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WINS SCHOLARSHIPSamuel
Blair, a senior chemistry ma-
jor at Eastern Kentucky State
College, has received a grad-
uate scholarship from Ohio State
University. His special field of
work for his Ph. D. degree will
be analytical chemistry. A na-

tive of Whitesburg, Blair is the
ninth Eastern chemistry student
to receive a scholarship from O-h- lo

State. He is married to the
former Helen Ogelvle, also of
Whitesburg.

College

for Blackey
Letcher County Is getting a col-

lege on the old Stuart Robinson
School campus at Blackey, but
not the college everybody has
been talking about.

The property has been sold by
the Presbyterian Church to a board
which directs operation of the. en

Door Children's Home, an
orphanage.

The Rev. James Bender, pastor
of the Ivis Bible Church near Hlnd-ma- n,

said the board will operate
an evangelistic training college
on the Stuart Robinson campus.

The school also will provide a
liberal arts education, he said,
and will train students to manu-
facture a type of trailer.

Work is now under way reno-
vating the buildings on the cam-
pus.

Bender said a public meeting is
to be held there April 25 to ex-

plain the purposes of the college
and its methods of operation.

Demos top registration
A total of 1,882 Democrats and

302 Republicans registered to vote
before the registration books were
closed until after the May primary
election, County Clerk Charlie
Wright said this week.

Jim Short withdrew this week
from the race for the Democrat-
ic nomination for sheriff, leav-
ing 114 candidates still on the
ballot.

The deadline for filing is Sat-
urday, April 10.

Candidates will draw for places
on the ballot at 2 p. m. Tuesday
in the county clerk's office.

Music festival Tuesday
The Whitesburg High School

Band and other local musicians
will take part In a "Spring Fes-

tival" at the grade school audi-
torium Tuesday night.

The festival, to be called "Mu-
sical Memories. " will feature
performances of musical numbers
from the nineties through modern
times.

Some townspeople also will take
part in the program, which will
Include some dance numbers also,
.The program will begin at 7 p.

m. Admission is $1.
The junior class Is sponsoring the

festival.

pian announce
Consumer-owne- d electric util-

ities along the Atlantic seaboard
announced a plan this week to
build three large electric gener-
ating plants in the Appalachian
coal fields, including one in Ken- -
tucxy.

The plants would supply low -- cost
power to the eastern United States
py way oi a major transmission sy-
stem.

The other generating plants woulc
be in Pennsylvania and Alabama.
Ail three plants would be mine
mouth steam Generating plants.

Hugh L. Spurlock, chairman of
the steering committee of the
Yankee-Dix- ie Power Association,
said the $1,037 billion project
would serve an area which in-
cludes 400 municipally owned
electric utilities and more than
200 rural electric
Spurlock, who lives at Winches-
ter, also Is head of the East Ken-
tucky Rural Electric Co-O- p.

The consumer -- owned electric
utilities which have formed the
Yankee -- Dixie Power Association
are located in Maine, Massachu-
setts, Vermont, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, Maryland,
Delaware, West Virginia, Virgin-
ia, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Alabama, Georgia, Ken-
tucky and Florida.

The group said It hopes private
power companies will join in de-

tailed studies now under way on
the proposal.

The announcement said con-
sideration Is being given to use
of a portion of power sales rev-
enue to establish a fund for eco-
nomic development In Appalach-i- a.

It did not go into further de-

tail as to the kind of the fund or
how it would be administered.
There was no guarantee in the
announcement that such a fund
would actually be established.

(Other sources said the group is
considering a fund financed by
a contribution of one --half mil
on each kilowatt hour of power
produced. This would provide
about $10,000, 000 a year as
Kentucky's share.

(Other proposals for establish-
ment of electric power complex-
es in Eastern Kentucky have en-

visioned a fund which would put
all possible profits back into de-

velopment in the area of "social
overhead" facilities
from schools to roads.)

The announcement from the

Short war

Job corps
Letcher County, which was the

first in Kentucky to send volun-
teers to the new Job Corps pro-
gram, apparently Is also one of
the first counties in the nation to
have to close its local Job Corps
screening office.

About 20 young men from here
are now in training at several
Job Corps centers in the country.

But applications from 60 more
have been completed and submit-
ted to the Office of Economic Op-

portunity in Washington, and the
boys are ready to leave.

Inquiries from local officials to
Washington bring the answer that
Eastern Kentucky already has its
quota of Job Corps trainees, and
the corps is n ow concentrating on
obtaining recruits from other parts
of the country.

A Washington official also com-
mented that the Job Corps is hav-
ing some difficulty obtaining re-

cruits from other areas.

'
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new power group did not indicate
whether it plans to use strip-mi- ne

coal or whether it will buy only
deep-mi- ne coal. One source
said the cost factor is figured on
deep-mi- ne coal mined by men
maKing union wages, inean- -
nouncement predicted an aver
age delivered cost of 3.5 to 4
mils per kilowatt hour for high-loa- d

factor, power.
Estimates are that the three

plants would require 15,000,000
tons ot coal a year tor operation
and that 5, 000 new coal-mini- ng

jobs would be created.
The total generating capacity

at the start of the project would
be 6 million kilowatts, with
2 million kilowatts of generat-
ing capacity located at each of
the three power plants.

Spurlock said the new power
system could cut the cost of
electricity in Florida as much
as 25 per cent and In New Eng-

land as much as half. Whole-
sale power costs throughout the
18 -- state area would be lowered
an average of 30 per cent below
present prices, he taid.

He added that the system would
aid the economy of Appalachia
by encouraging industrial devel-
opment through availability of
low -- cost power.

"Essentially, we are seeking
the same type of North-Sou- th

inter-ti- e for the East Coast
(Continued on Page 12)

Opera film Saturday
The last in a series of "film

classics" will be presented Satur-
day night, April 10, at the grade
school auditorium in Whitesburg,

The film will be a version of
Mozart's opera, "The Marriage of
Figaro." The opera will be sung
in German and will have English
subtitles.

Accompanying it will be a Char-
lie Chaplin short, "Oh, What a
Night. This is one of the old
Keystone comedies and stars Fatty'
Arbuckle along with Chaplin.

The Berlin Orchestra provides the
music for the Mozart opera. This
film version of the opera has won
critical praise.

Two other movies had been sched-
uled in the series but were canceled
when contributions were not obtain-
ed sufficient to support them.

The show Saturday night will start
at 7:30 p. m.

quota full
Mrs. Paul Vermillion, who had

been in charge of the Job Corps
recruitment office here, has snut
down the office. It was operated
by the county school system under
contract with OEO.

There has been no word from
Washington as to when, or If, ad-
ditional applications from Letcher
County will be accepted.

The Job Corps was nailed at its
founding as a great beginning for
the War on Poverty being conduct-
ed by the federal government. It
is designed to provide basic educa-
tion and technical training in vo-
cations for young men and women
who are school dropouts.

No young women have been ac-

cepted from Letcher County.
One Letcher County youth who

was among the first recruits in
the nation was fortunate enough
to have coffoe.wlth President
Johnson during a recent presiden-
tial tour of a job corps center in
Maryland.


