
I’m sure that you’ve heard the old 
saying, “One man’s junk is another 
man’s treasure.” Well, a case of that 
came up lately. An elderly gentle-
man who lived in the area began a 
collection that spanned nearly seven 
decades. After his health began to 
deteriorate, he became sick and 
passed away about two months ago. 
It was rumored that his collection 
existed, but those who had seen it 
told the story as fact.

What was it this man had been 
collecting for more than 60 years?

Inside of his house he had cop-
ies of nearly every issue of The 
Lebanon Enterprise along with 
other magazines and newspapers 
he had accumulated throughout the 
years. His collection was impres-
sive, and chock full of historical 
data.

Upon his passing, his belongings 
were prepared to be sold at an auc-
tion. Among his other belongings 
were several pieces of very old 
farm machinery that he had farmed 
with and several other household 
antiques that he most likely had 
used.  This man had accumulated a 
large number of items over his life-
time, several of which are now valu-

able, but none more valuable than 
his collection of newspapers and 
magazines, at least in my opinion.

As his belongings were beginning 
to be sorted out, one of the very 
first items to come out of his house 
were the seemingly endless stacks 
of newspapers. His collection filled 
nearly 30 garbage bags to the brim. 
Surely this collection was donated 
or was going to be sold at the auc-
tion. One would think, but unfortu-
nately that is not what happened.

Remember when I said that his 
collection filled nearly 30 “garbage” 
bags full to the brim. Well, as it 
turns out, that was the intended pur-
pose of those bags.  The bags were 
all set out by the road, and when 
the garbage truck came by the next 
time, there went a nearly lifelong 
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YOUR OPINION
Autism event is a success

I just returned from the Working 
the Puzzle for Autism event at 
MCHS. I have to compliment Lisa 
Nally-Martin and all those who 
assisted her in putting the event 
together. I was very impressed by 
the turn out for the event and how 
the special needs children were rec-
ognized. My son was among those 
recognized and we felt so blessed 
to be part of a community that cares 
and respects these amazing kids and 
young adults. Lisa is a wonderful 
advocate for autism and I am amazed 
how she is able to find time in her 
busy schedule to put on such a top 
notch event. April is autism aware-
ness month and I encourage those 
who aren’t very familiar with the 
disorder to learn as much as they 
can. According to the CDC, 1 in 88 
children are currently diagnosed with 
an autism spectrum disorder. Support 
for individuals with autism is avail-
able on a statewide level through the 
Kentucky Autism Training Center 
(KATC). The mission of the KATC 
is to strengthen our state’s systems 
of support for persons affected 
by autism by bridging research to 
practice and by providing train-
ing and resources to families and 
professionals.  KATC is committed 
to improving the quality of life for 
those affected by ASD.  For more 
information about autism, including 
resources available in Kentucky, visit 
https://louisville.edu/education/kyau-
tismtraining/

Once again, kudos to Lisa Nally-
Martin and MCHS for recognizing 
individuals with autism and working 
to bring awareness to the community.

Katie Essex
Springfield

Looking for special letter

I was living in Louisville in 1935 
when my mother died and my two 
aunts, Maggie and Mary Ballard, 
were good enough to take me in. 
They lived in the little house next to 
Saint Augustine but I’ve found that 
that house is no longer there. Aunt 
Maggie worked as the clerk to the 
county clerk who I believe was I.M. 
Grey at the time. I went to school 
for two or three years at the church 
school and was just starting to learn 
to be an altar boy. To make a pun, 
Latin was Greek to me and I think 
I progressed as far as mastering the 
word “amen.”

One day my uncle, a priest, was 
in town and came to my classroom 
to get me out to serve Mass for him. 
I’ve probably never felt more impor-
tant in my life. We walked across 
the street to Saint Monica’s and the 
Mass that would have taken him 
just a few minutes lasted closer to 
an hour. I made every mistake pos-
sible but he suffered through it with 
me and helped me along. Leaving 
the church, he reached down and put 
his hand on my shoulder and said 
“Bobby, I think I’d give it up if I 
were you.” I took his advice and I’m 
82 now and I’ve never looked back.

I got a little sidetracked because 
that’s not the reason I’m writing. 
My aunts had a framed letter hang-
ing on the wall from Robert Lewis 
Stevenson to my uncle (their brother) 
F.L. (Floyd). F.L. had probably died 
before I was born so I never knew 
him. At that early age, the letter 
meant nothing to me but I’ve always 
remembered that letter and wondered 
how Stevenson and my uncle had 
somehow crossed paths somewhere 
in their travels. I’ve read biogra-
phies of Stevenson but never found 
any mention of F.L., yet he thought 
enough of him to write a letter. 

I can’t help wondering what hap-
pened to that letter. When the house 
my aunts lived in was demolished, 
did the letter go with it or did some-
one know the worth of it and rescue 
it? If that happened I don’t care to 
know who has it now but I certainly 
would like to know what was in that 
letter. 

Robert L. Ballard
Louisville

bobnamy57@cox.net

Firefighters save local home

We would like to commend the 
Bradfordsville Fire Department and 
the Lebanon Fire Department for the 
skilled training that was exhibited 
at our home on Wednesday, April 
11. Our family sustained a terrify-
ing house fire, but due to the timely 
response of these volunteer orga-
nizations we were able to save our 
home. These fire fighters were true 
professionals going about their jobs 
with precision and teamwork to help 
someone in a time of need. They 
showed great concern for our well-
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BABY BOOMERS 
NOT TO BLAME
Congressman Brett Guthrie needs to get facts straight 

I am absolutely sure that 
most of us, from time to 
time, have said something 
that at the time sounded 
fine, but after we started 
thinking about it we real-
ized that maybe we could 
have worded it differently 
to those we were address-
ing. Since I was elected 
to the Marion County 
School Board, I have had 
to explain myself on a few 
occasions because what 
I meant to say came out 
in a way that someone 
understood differently. 
It happens. We all make 
mistakes. And since we 
all make mistakes, some 
of you may feel that we 
have no room to criticize 
others for their mistakes. 
With that, I am going to 
quote singer, songwriter 
Billy Joel, “You may be 
right, I may be crazy.” 
Nevertheless, I have to get 
this off my chest.

With 24-hour news at 
my fingertips I am never 
lost for hearing some 
of the most ridiculous 
statements made by our 
government officials on 
every level. But I am will-
ing to give those men 
and women who serve 
their local city or county 
government the benefit 
of the doubt because they 
are not, by the most part, 
career politicians. They are 
just trying to help make 
our communities a better 
place to live.

What, you may ask, after 
hearing all the silly and 
ridiculous remarks I’ve 
heard before, could get me 
so bent out of shape? Why 
am I so upset? I quess it’s 
because this time it has hit 
home. It has become per-
sonal. I am speaking of the 
article in the April 11 issue 
of The Lebanon Enterprise 
on Congressman Brett 

Guthrie’s most recent visit 
to Marion County. He was 
speaking to the Industrial 
Foundation’s Friday 
Forum about various 
issues. What caught my 
attention was his statement 
concerning the Federal 
Budget, which includes 
Social Security. To quote 
Congressman Guthrie, 
“Our parents drive the 
debt, they had too many 
kids. In 30 years if we do 
nothing, Social Security, 
Medicaid and Medicare 
will be 100 percent of fed-
eral revenue.” He went on 
to say, “As baby boomers 
are starting to reach retire-
ment age, federal spending 
will increase on programs 
such as Medicare and 
Social Security.”

Now, I know that I 
am not the sharpest tool 
in the shed but I think I 
understand Congressman 
Guthrie very clearly. He is 
blaming the lack of fund-
ing in the Social Security 
system on the parents of 
the baby boomers. In all 
my life I have never heard 
anything so off the wall. I 
would like to know where 
he gets his information. I 
would think that he would 
get his facts straight before 
he makes such a ridiculous 
statement like that. In just 
a few minutes I found a 
multitude of facts in regard 
to the Social Security 
System via the Internet 
explaining how the system 
was created and how it has 
developed into the terrible 
mess that it has become. I 
could find nothing indicat-

ing that the baby boomers 
had anything to do with 
it. As a matter of fact, 
our own elected officials 
in the U.S. Senate and 
Congress are responsible 
for ruining what started 
as a great program. Our 
great senators, congress-
men and congresswomen 
have set a precedent. They 
have taught the American 
people that they can live 
above their means as 
demonstrated by their bor-
rowing from the Social 
Security system over the 
last several decades and 
not paying it back. They 
have taught the citizens of 
this country that we can 
spend what we don’t have, 
go deep into debt and then 
we can blame someone 
else when we can’t find 
the money to pay it back. 
And they do this while 
they increase their own 
salaries and pensions.

Not only is Congressman 
Guthrie incorrect with his 
statement, but his math 
doesn’t add up either. Who 
does he think has largely 
contributed to Social 
Security for the last 40 
years? It’s the baby boom-
ers. If the government had 
left it alone, and used it for 
what it was intended we 
would not have this prob-
lem today. Congressman 
Guthrie should apologize 
to the citizens of Kentucky 
and all the people of the 
U.S. for not admitting 
that he, and the rest of his 
gang, are responsible for 
the mess that has been 
made in this country. The 
only blame that he can 
lay on the baby boomers 
is that we voted him into 
office. As good citizens 
our duty now is to figure 
out how to get rid of the 
whole lot up there in the 
Capital and start all over.
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YOUR OPINION
letter policy

The Lebanon Enterprise 
welcomes opinion letters for 
the “Your Opinion” box. Local 
letters about local issues are 
given top priority, but we do 
accept letters about other 
topics. “Thank you” and other 
types of letters run in the card 
of thanks or other appropriate 
sections for a nominal charge. 
For more information, call (270) 
692-6026.

Letters are published as space 
becomes available and letters 
must be limited to 400 words 
or less. The Enterprise reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
content and length. Only one 
name will be published as the 
author of a letter.

No letter is published without 
a fi rst and last name, complete 
mailing address and daytime 
telephone number. E-mailed 
letters must include the same 
information.

Letters can be mailed to The 
Lebanon Enterprise, 119 S. 
Proctor Knott Ave., Lebanon, KY 
40033, faxed to (270) 692-2118 
or e-mailed to editor@lebanon-
enterprise.com.
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What our friends 
are saying on our 
facebook page:

“I was in the 8th grade at 
St. Augustine and remem-
ber the Sisters of Loretto 
celebrating their 150th 
anniversary! Several of us 
students put on a play to 
commemorate the found-
ing. The sisters have been a 
blessing to so sooooo many 
at St. Augustine as well as 
around the world. Thank 
you to all the sisters who 
served and sacrificed for 
so many. May God’s grace 
and love continue to flow 
through your community 
for centuries to come!”

- Mary Kay 
Hamilton Mayo

Michael Mullins
Guest columnist

Josh Veatch
Sports correspondent

See Letters, page A7See Treasure, page A7

Another man’s treasure
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