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Carol Shacklette of Louisville captured this image of Pigeon Point Lighthouse near
Pescadero, Calif., during a family vacation last May.

Abigail Gardner
of Louisville took
this shot from the
deck of a cruise
ship in the
eastern Caribbean
last July on a
family vacation.

Michael Hamm of Danville, Ky., snapped this photo of Cape Town, South Africa, from
Table Mountain on a trip with his wife, JoAnn, in March.

TRIP CLICKS A WEEKLY SCRAPBOOK OF YOUR VACATION PHOTOS
Share your photos: Go to courier-journal.com/travelphotos and click on "upload a photo." Submit as many as you’d like.

C
UMBERLAND, Ohio — Moun-
tain bikers can enjoy hidden
lakes and rolling terrain
where coal was once mined at
the Wilds in east-central Ohio.

Thirty miles to the south
sits the biggest bucket you’ve

ever seen: The Big Muskie, a reminder of
Ohio’s coal-mining past.

Linking the two sites is the Morgan
County Scenic Byway, one of 27 state-
designated byways in Ohio. It stretches 39
miles from Burr Oak State Park north
through Ohio’s Appalachian foothills to its
northern terminus near the Morgan-Musk-
ingum County line near the Wilds.

The Wilds is one of my favorite places
in Ohio, although it is not even on the radar
of most people.

The facility, covering 14 square miles,
has been hailed as the largest wildlife
conservation center in North America. It
is part drive-through zoo and part Noah’s
Ark for endangered animals. It also wants
to be a major tourist attraction, although
that hasn’t happened yet.

The complex is between Zanesville and
Cambridge and near the hamlet of Cum-

berland in Muskingum County.
It opened to the public in 1994 and sits on

10,000 acres of strip-mined lands donated by
American Electric Power. It was initially a
venture of zoos in Akron, Cleveland, Colum-
bus, Cincinnati, Toledo and Pittsburgh. Today
it also has an agreement with the Columbus
Zoo and Aquarium.

The Wilds is a breeding facility for en-
dangered species from around the world. It
houses about 400 animals representing about
30 species. They range from dholes (Asian
wild dogs) to cheetahs, giraffes to zebras,
bison to rhinoceros.

It also houses little-known animals with
names that might have been created by Dr.
Seuss: Sichuan takins, Bactrian camels, Prze-
walski’s wild horses, bantengs, gorals, com-
mon elands, Persian onagers and scimitar-
horned oryxes.

About 75 percent of the animals at the
Wilds are extinct in the wild or threatened.

Mountain bikers are welcome on trails that wend through wooded tracks and circle ponds in The Wilds near Cumberland, Ohio. PHOTOS BY BOB DOWNING/AKRON BEACON JOURNAL/MCT
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WILD AND BIG IN APPALACHIA
By Bob Downing
Akron Beacon Journal

Questions? Call Arza Barnett at (502) 582-4353 or e-mail him at abarnett@courier-journal.com

Giraffes are among the at-risk animals kept at The Wilds, a breeding
center for endangered species from around the world.

TO LEARN MORE
For park information, call (740) 767-3570 or visit
www.ohiodnr.com. For Morgan County tour-
ism, go to www.morgancounty.org.

See SCENIC, Page E7
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