
Above: Julie Waddell (from left) and her husband, Ken, fans of the University of Kentucky Wildcats, watch Thursday’s NCAA tournament game with Western
Kentucky University fans Chris Brown, his wife, Tara, and Brittney Gorman, all of Bowling Green, at Double Dogs restaurant and bar. Below: Western Kentucky
University fan Janette Boehman (left) watches Thursday’s game with University of Kentucky fan Sherry Hodges, both of Bowling Green, at Overtime Sports Bar
and Grill. “We’ll be friends after,” Boehman said. Photos by Pete Rodman/Daily News For full game coverage, see Sports, Page 1C.
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

By LAUREL WILSON
and JENNA MINK
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

On a rainy Thursday evening, hundreds of
basketball fans packed Bowling Green bars,
restaurants and other entertainment hubs. Many
had red on their shirts, but blue in their hearts. 

Or vice versa. 
It’s a rare occurrence that two Kentucky

teams play each other in the NCAA tourna-
ment. But Thursday’s game divided families
and tore at lifelong Kentucky fans as Western
Kentucky University – in a surprise NCAA
tournament appearance – played top-ranked
University of Kentucky. UK won 81-66. 

“I love UK, but tonight my heart’s with
Western. It has to be,” said Stephanie Stillwell,
a Bowling Green native. “I was born and bred
Kentucky. But tonight, by golly, I’m all for my
Western Kentucky team.”

Stillwell stood in a parking spot at Overtime
Sports Bar and Grill, saving it for her 17-year-
old daughter, Andrea Tunks. Like her mother,
Andrea is a hard-core UK fan. She was ready to
go in her Wildcat blue, but her mother made her
switch to a WKU shirt before watching the

December to January 
figures not as telling as
year-to-year comparison
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The end of holiday seasonal jobs
likely spurred an increase in unem-
ployment from December to January.
However, the year-to-year numbers

represent a more
accurate picture
of employment,
according to state
economists.

All the coun-
ties in the region
experienced a rise
in the unemploy-
ment rate from
December to Jan-
uary, but all had
lower rates than
they did a year
ago.

“Historically,
we see rates go up from December to
January because the seasonal workers
hired for retail in December are no
longer working,” said Ron Crouch,
director of research and statistics for
the state Office of Employment and
Training. “So looking at the year-to-
year is probably a more accurate pic-
ture, and what it shows that is over
time, the unemployment rates are
dropping.

“Now, it’s still not back to what it
was pre-recession.”

State employment economist
Manoj Shanker said the unemploy-
ment rates are extrapolated from a
survey taken the 12th of each month
of a very small number of households
– 750. The survey determines the
employment status of the adults in the
home.

“When you look at a small county
... it may have nobody in particular
taking part in the survey,” Shanker
said. “And we make our estimates
based on what we think has been hap-
pening.”

Making the month-to-month com-
parison for the state is more accurate
because the survey is large enough,
he said.

The state’s unemployment rate
went from 8.6 percent to 9.5 percent
in January. The national rate is 8.8
percent.

In the region, Warren County had
the lowest rate at 8.6 percent, down
from 10.4 percent a year ago, but up
from December’s 7.1 percent. An
estimated 4,953 people were out of
work in January. Rates elsewhere in
the region ranged from 9.7 percent in

Rates
down
from
2011

See NATIONAL, 5A

Many Western alumni have been UK fans throughout their lives

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

A bill that would screen applicants for
public benefits to ensure benefits aren’t
given to those in the country illegally is
moving through the Kentucky Senate.

Senate Bill 118, sponsored by Sen. Mike
Wilson, R-Bowling Green, was passed
Thursday with a vote of 9-0 in a meeting of
the Senate Judiciary Committee. It must be
approved by the Senate Rules Committee
before it goes to the Senate floor for a vote.

The bill would mandate that agencies

providing public benefits require appli-
cants to provide documentation proving
citizenship or other legal status. If an
applicant doesn’t have documentation, he
or she can sign a sworn affidavit of citi-
zenship or legal status and provide docu-
mentation within 30 days.

Those who are not citizens will be
checked through the Systematic Alien

Verification for Entitlements program.
The SAVE program uses U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security databases to
confirm immigration status.

Public benefits, according to the bill,
range from welfare and food assistance to
professional and commercial licenses.

Wilson said he sees the bill as a way to
discourage people from coming to Ken-

tucky illegally by removing the incentive
of possible state benefits.

He called it “immoral” for the country
to allow a class of citizens to live in the
country without the protection of the law.

“There’s a lot of abuse that takes place
for them,” Wilson said of illegal immi-
grants.

Proposed bill would screen welfare applicants for legal status

Two Kentucky teams face off, leaving city awash in red and blue
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SB 118 needs OK from committee before moving to Senate

In the region,
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had the lowest
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down from 10.4
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