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Coal industry isn't our hope
Two recent news stories, one about record coal

tonnage In Western Kentucky and the con-

cerning depresses areas, graphically point to . the
falseness of the hopes by some that booming coal
industry rescue Eastern Kentucky's economy.

One of the news items revealed that contrary
to the national trend, total production of coal
in the West Kentucky Coal field broke all records

in 1960, and totaled more than 31 million tons.
Hopkins county led the field with a record --

smashing 11 million tons of coal produced.

The other news story the Kentucky coun-

ties which are classified as depressed areas.
Hopkins county was on the list of depressed

countieseven though its major industry, coal
miningobviously was and is booming as never
before- -

now and then we hear some of our leading
state and federal officials, and coal mining lob

Leslie County shows:

COMMUNITY MUST "U" AND "UNITY" MAKE PROGRESS

by Nevyle Shackelford
QUICKSAND: That in organ-

ization there is and in
unity there is strength is a truism
old as history. Arid despite the
lack of excitment in the process
of obtaining both, nothing of
any great or lasting value com-

munity wise can be attained with-

out these two qualities.
An excellent example of what

can be done through unity and
is to be seen in Leslie County,
where the aegis of the local
ministerial association and with

the assistance of specialists of
'the Eastern Kentucky Resource

Development Program, the citi-

zens organized into a group
known as the Leslie County De-

velopment Association.
The overall purpose of this

group was simply to make Hyden
and Leslie county better places
in which to live. From the organ-

ization's genesis on February 13,
1961, this entity has traveled
far. No spectacular gains, is is

true, have been made so far but
is every evidence there

will be and one thing is certain;
Leslie county is already a better
place because of this organiza-

tion. Under the leadership of
organization president and vice
president Wade Morgan and Don

Duff and through the determined
chairmanship of several others,

the whole county is being welded
Into an effective body which

cannot fail to obtain good resluts.
At a recent meeting of this

group a progress report was given
which reveals the organization
is certainly on the right track.
It shows that the citizens arc
making the most of what they
have.

As Leslie is an extremely scenic
county, tourist was

one of the first possibilities ex-

plored. To attract tourists there
was the realization and agree-

ment that the county should be
made more attractive. With

this in mind and as a first step,
an intense drive was made to
clean up the highways. Much
has already been accomplished
on this project.

IT SCREAMS!
THOMAS GISH, Editor and
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byists, say there it. nothing wrong with the coal
fields that couldn't be cured by new orders for
coal. And we hear a lot of talk about new coal
markets and they promise they hold for East-e- m

Kentucky.
The sad truth, as demonstrated in Hopkins Coun-

ty, is that the market for coal could double almost
overnight with but slight effect upon our economy.
Mechanization has destroyed forever the jobs of
so many coal miners that about the only effect of
a coal mining boom would be to put more ma-

chines to work and provide longer hours for the
machines now working. few new jobs
would be created.

It is about time that everyone concerned bury
once and for all the idea that new coal markets
will cure Eastern Kentucky's economic situation.
That false hope only serves to blind those who
should be using their eyes to find ome other
possible cure.

HAVE TO

power

promotion

Relatively

Plans are also underway to se-

cure land for a park on Lucinda's
Knob a particular idyllic spot

in the county and to publicize
the Leslie county area of Lake

Buckhorn.
Under the leadership of George

Wooten, chairman of the agri-

culture committee, another
drive is underway promoting
home food production through

gardens and informing the citi-

zens of the agricultural agencies
which are available and stand

ready to give assistance.
E. E. Elam of the industrial de-

velopment committee and mem-

bers of the committee are. mak-

ing contacts with factory re-

presentatives who might possibly
beinterested in utilizing some of
the resources of the county.

Much attention is also being
given to public health with the
aim in mind of serving a better
health service.

In the area of community de-

velopment, which is represented
by Roy Sizcmore, this com-

mittee has worked for the ap-

pointment of a city council in
order that Hyden could become
an Incorporated city and Ihaw;
a more active city government.

As was mentioned before,
these gains are not spectacular
gains. Yet, they are of not little
significance. In the first place
the organization has been in ex-

istence for only a little more
than three months, and in that
time it has proven that when
folks put their heads together in
a common cause, things begin
to happen.

It was stated at the last meet-

ing of this association that the
immediate goals were tosuccess-full- y

complete the projects start-
ed and then to initiate new and
different projects that will con-

tribute to the county's welfare.
Everyone has been and is work-

ing hard. The statement was

made that there was a need for
more members.

As one spokesman said, any-

thing accomplished will be for
not just a few, but for everyone

in the county. A plea was there-

fore sent out for others to join so
that they could help, help each
other.

The Leslie county group appears
as sort of a model for other
groups wishing to make progress.
It seems, also, to illustrate a
play on words initiated by Bill
Miller, Community Develop-

ment Specialist of EKDRP. It is
helping citizens of Leslie County
realize that "community" is
more than just a term to desig-

nate an area. It means much
more.

Looking closely at the work,
it contains two factor withoif
which there can be no progres-

sive community "U"and unity.
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New Sociological view:

Man on welfare should do something to earn
keep, even if it's just learning his ABC's

A Berea College sociologist re-

cently took a craok'at the social
welfare concept than "if we feed

people, and clotffe them, and
care for them, they will auto-

matically develop, improve, and
become creatures of conse-

quence. "

"This is just not true, " said

Perley F. Ayer at the annual
meeting of the Health and Wel-

fare Council. "The reverse is
true.

"By our humane intentions and

clumsy methods, we have pro-

duced unnumbered thousands of
dependent people. "

Ayer said it was time welfare
workers gave up the idea that
"it is tampering with a man's
independence when we attempt
to motivatehim to Become any-

thing but a slouch.

M To

Hesatd ncwas mounting a one-m- an

campaign to get public
assistance distributed "in a

way rather than
through character-erodin- g ways. "

Ayer suggested the "every per-

son on the public assistance
could be given a job to earn the

we're to give him
anyway. He could occupy him-

self in the business
I don't care if he just

learns the alphabet or reads
something about planned parent-

hood or the League of Women
Voters or learns Braille or short-

hand, just so on Saturday night
he could be something that he
was not on Monday morning.

Ayer Is executive secretary of
the of the Southern
Mountains an organization which
helps people living in the South- -
cm Appalachian range.
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ATTENTION!
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

This summer, Mr. Earl Hogg, a native of Letcher County, is repres-

enting the BRYANT AN D STRATTON BUSINESS COLLEGE, 216 SPEED

BUILDING, LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY. Mr. Hogg will be located
at his home in Blackcy, Kentucky. He will be glad to discuss school
plans with high school graduates.

Mr. Hogg has 28 years experience in the school field. He is a grad-

uate of Morchead State College and holds a Master's degree from
the University of Louisville. Mr. Hogg is a member of the Whites-

burg Lodge No. 754 and the Oleika Shrine, Lexington.

Bryant and Stratton is an accredited two-ye- ar business college. It is

the oldest business college in Kentucky.

For detailed information, contact Mr. Hogg

at B lackeytelephone Whitesburg 7659.
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Ihiiuiihil Famous Horse Farms!

Slay and relax in restful, congenial atmosphere of
'I lie Kcntuckian and let us arrange jour tours of
the Hlue Grass the way cui want them. ar-

range for ou to sec the Horse and other
.iht: nine in ihr. Kentuckian Dining Room . . .
rchK in our brand new Julep Joom and Cocktail
I ounge. Our rates are reasonable . . . spcual rates
to families.
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