
By Ben Carlson
News staff

Three men were 
injured enough in an 
early-morning one-car 
accident to be taken to an 
area hospital, but appar-
ently not enough to try to 
kick open the trunk and 
cut a hole in the back seat 
of their vehicle before 
help arrived.

The accident occurred 
Tuesday around 5 a.m. 
on Highway 53, about a 
mile off Highway 44 near 
Glensboro. The unidenti-
fied men were traveling 
north when their vehicle 
left the road and struck a 
tree. They told emergency 
personnel at the scene 
that they had swerved to 
miss a deer and a trash 
can, both of which they 
claimed were in the road.

The vehicle was appar-
ently rented and had Vir-
ginia license plates.

When fire, EMS and 
police arrived, they appar-
ently found all three 
injured and lying on the 
ground, according to 911 

dispatch radio transmis-
sions. 

But when they began 
to investigate, it appeared 
the men were up and 

walking around before 
they arrived. The trunk 
of the rental vehicle was 
dented, apparently from 
the men kicking it to 
gain access, which they 
eventually did by cutting 
a large hole in the back 
seat.

As the victims were 
loaded into waiting 
ambulances, an Anderson 
County sheriff’s deputy 
and firefighters were seen 
searching for evidence 
along the shoulders of the 
road and down a steep 
incline.

The men were not 
believed to be residents of 
Anderson County, rescu-
ers at the scene said.

The accident remains 
under investigation by 
the Anderson County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Comment at theander-
sonnews.com. 

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Jeff McCormick received the phone 
call early Sunday morning every parent 
of a soldier fighting in the war on terror 
dreads — that his or her son or daughter 
has been injured.

McCormick’s 22-year-old son, Don, 
was injured sometime over the weekend 
while fighting in Afghanistan. 

A Marine Corps lance corporal, Don 
McCormick was based Nawa as a infan-
tryman with the 6th Marines, Golf Com-
pany, Infantry Platoon, and is a 2009 grad-
uate of Anderson County High School.

It was his second tour of duty fighting 

in Afghanistan.
Jeff McCormick said he was in Florida 

for a bass fishing tournament when he 
received a call around 3 a.m. Sunday, say-
ing his son had been injured.

He said all he knows is that his son 
suffered a collapsed lung and is bleeding 
internally in his chest.

He said he hasn’t been told how his son 
was injured, or if it was combat related.

“We are all just starved for informa-
tion,” Jeff McCormick said. “The hardest 
thing for me is that I can’t get to him.”

McCormick said he does know that his 
son is being flown from Nawa to Camp 
Leatherneck, the largest Marine Corps 

base in Afghanistan. From there, he will 
be transferred to an air base in Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, where he will undergo 
surgery. After that, he is scheduled to be 
flown to Landstuhl, Germany for addi-
tional treatment and will likely be sent to 
either Bethesda Naval Hospital in Mary-
land or Camp Lejeune, NC.

McCormick said he plans to fly to Ger-
many by the end of the week.

Jeff McCormick is no stranger to the 
dangers associated with the wars in the 
Middle East. Following a career with Fish 
and Wildlife, McCormick worked as a 
civilian for the Department of Defense 
and performed training duties in Iraq, 
where he served on 215 combat patrols.

Comment at theandersonnews.com. 
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Friday: Partly cloudy. High: Mid-80s. Low: 
Lower 60s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High: Mid-80s. Low: 
Mid-60s.

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High: Upper 80s. Low: 
Lower 60s.
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Local soldier injured in Afghanistan
McCormick stable after sustaining collapsed lung, internal bleeding

Photo furnished

Lance Cpl. Don McCormick, shown
here while in Marine Corps basic 
training,  will undergo surgery in
Saudi Arabia after being injured over
the weekend in Afghanistan.

Photo by Ben Carlson

Anderson County Fire Chief Mike Barnes, right, helps search for evidence in an effort to figure out why three men who crashed early
Tuesday morning on Highway 53 tried to kick open the trunk of their rental car and tore out the back seat before help arrived. Left
is Deputy Brian Boggs with the Anderson County Sheriff’s Office.

‘Injured’ men try to kick open trunk,
tear hole in seat after car smacks tree

Deputy Brian Boggs, left, and Anderson County Fire Chief Mike 
Barnes examine a vehicle that struck a tree on Highway 53, 
about a mile out of Glensboro.

THREE MEN, VIRGINIA PLATES AND ONE VERY ODD ACCIDENTPARTYING AT THE PROM

Staff writer 
Meaghan 
Downs offers 
a variety of 
photos  from 
this year’s 
prom. See 
what they 
wore, who 
they were 
with and 
examples of 
how much 
fun they had.
A8

BEAUTIFUL, AGAIN

Wildcat Road goes from beautiful to disgusting back to 
beautiful thanks to a collection of volunteers, county 
employees and the efforts of some members of the 
fiscal court to rid the scene area of trash. Photos, A10

VERY DISTINGUISHED

High school 
junior Lauren 
Welsh is all 
smiles after 
being named 
the 2013 
Distinguished 
Young 
Woman. Find 
out who else 
placed in what 
used to be 
Junior Miss. 
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CITY MAKING LEGION PAY
You have to pay your water bill, and pretty soon so will 

American Legion Post 34, which has been told that it 
will no longer receive free service from the city’s water 
department. The fiscal court will have to pay, too. A2


