
BY GEORGE BENKO 
Special to MLB.com

PITTSBURGH — The
Reds got another solid
outing from right-hander
Johnny Cueto and
downed the Pirates 6-1
on Friday night at PNC
Park.
Cueto allowed one run

on six hits in a complete
game and improved his
record to 4-0. It was his
first complete game of
the season and the fifth
of his career. He lowered
his ERA to 1.31. Cueto
upped his record against
the Pirates to 11-3, he is
now 7-1 at PNC Park.
"In the first three

innings I wasn't feeling
good," Cueto stated. "The
heat was in me and it
was hot, and then I came
back on the bench and
Bronson Arroyo told me a
couple things and he kind
of got me going and then
after that everything
went well."
Cueto was pleased with

the complete game.
"That's what I want,"

Cueto said. "I don't want
this to be the first and
the last one. I want to
keep throwing complete
games. It felt good today
and a lot of my pitches
were landing where I
wanted them."
Reds manager Dusty

Baker credits Cueto's
great start this season to
hard work.
"It's hard work, the guy

works hard and he
probably runs more than
anybody on our team,
he's learned how to work
and how to run to get his
endurance and stamina
up and to control his
emotions," Baker opined.
"Early in his career he
would always have that
one bad inning and his
emotions would get out of
whack, and he's learned
to settle himself down."
Pirates manager Clint

Hurdle says Cueto was
on top of his game.
"Since he's

implemented this new
tuck, command of all his
pitches -- the fastball has
good finish, slider is tight
and sharp with depth,
the change anytime to
left-handers. The
command is really good,
he is very confident out
there," Hurdle explained.
"We're not the first team
that he buzzed. Numbers
are legit, so we'll have to
find an answer to him the
next time we see him."
Pirates first baseman

Garrett Jones tipped his
hat to Cueto, who threw
110 pitches, 75 for
strikes.
"He's been pitching

well, mixing it up, hitting
spots well," Jones said.
"Got that slide step when
has runners on, gets the
ball quickly to home
plate, gets on you
quickly. He definitely
pitched a great game. He
was very effective."
Pirates starter Kevin

Correia absorbed the loss
falling to 1-2 on the

season. The right-hander
was touched up for five
runs and nine hits in a
seven inning stint.
The Reds jumped out to

a 1-0 lead in the top of
the second inning. With
one out, Jay Bruce
doubled to right. Bruce
scored when Chris
Heisey laid down a
perfect two-out bunt

single down the third-
base line.
"That was a heads up

play," Baker said. "That's
something that catches
everybody off guard."
Cincinnati struck

again in the top of the
fourth inning. With two
outs, Heisey tripled off
the top of the wall in left
field. Ryan Hannigan

followed with an RBI
double inside third base,
giving the Reds a 2-0
lead.
The Pirates broke

through against Cueto in
the bottom of the fourth.
Nate McLouth and Neil
Walker stroked back-to-
back singles and Pedro
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606-379-5488
735 Latham Rd. • Somerset, KY
(In the Woodstock Community)

www.owensgardencenter.com

Visit us on Facebook

We grow our plants
unlike many other
garden centers or

greenhouses

PPeerrffeecctt GGiiffttss 
FFoorr MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy

Personal Shopping With Our Staff/Family
Free Instore Landscape Design

• Over 1500 Perennials,  
Flowers Including Day
Lilies, Hostas, Astilbe, 
Ground Covers, 
Succulents & New 
Varieties To The Area
(Starting @ 3.29)

• Hundreds of Trees & Shrubs   
On Site (Starting @ 7.99)
Special Order Available on 
Over 1,200 Varieties

• Naturally Grown Heirloom 
Vegetables & Fruit Plants

• Pre Made Mixed 
Flower Containers &  
Custom Made to Order

• Over 3,500 Hanging 
Baskets 10”, 12”, 14” & 20” 
Baskets (Starting @ 12.99)

• Tropical Mandavilla, 
Hibiscus, Caladiums, 
Elephant Ears.

Shade Trees • Blooming Shrubs • Flowering Trees
• Evergreen

• Largest Plant Selection In The Region
Including Exclusive Varieties Only Found at OGC

• Over 100 varities of Roses, English & Hybrid Tea,
Knock Out & Drift * Mulch, Decorative Stone,

Pavers & Fire Pits

head coach James Burns. “We have
been working on a slow curve, we call it
a slurve - it worked really well tonight
several times. She kept Southwestern’s
hitters off-balance.”
“We played well and hit well,”

continued the Lady Cardinal head
coach. “We didn’t make an error, so I’m
pretty pleased with the girls.”
After a scoreless first inning, South

Laurel tallied their first of 11 runs on
the night in the top of the second
frame. Cassandra Johnson, who led off
the frame with a double, scored on a
sacrifice fly from Megan Smith.
In the following frame, the Lady

Cardinals put a pair of runs across the
plate to run out to a 3-0 advantage over
Southwestern. Amber Hyde hit an RBI
single, while Johnson came up with
another big at-bat, as she picked up an
RBI on sacrifice fly.
An RBI single from Bailey Miller

allowed Chelsea Wemes, who hit a
double, to score. Miller’s one-run single
put the ‘Red and Black’ ahead by a
quartet of runs at 4-0.
South Laurel continued to roll,

adding three runs to the total in the top
of the fifth inning to take a 7-0 lead.
When Smith came up to the dish, the
bases were loaded with Hyde (single)
on third, Johnson (fielder’s choice), and
Wemes on first (walk), but that would
quickly change. Smith came up big for
the Lady Cardinals, blasting a ball to
the left center field fence for a three-
run double.
Burns and company got four runs in

the top of the sixth inning with the help
of two errors, as well as, two big hits
from Hyde and Johnson. The Lady
Warriors would fail to score in the
bottom half of the inning, which
clinched the mercy rule victory for
South Laurel.
Lady Warrior freshman Adison

Corder was saddled with the loss.
Three Lady Cardinals - Destinee

Fisher, Hyde, and Johnson - had
multiple hits in a game that saw the
team finish with ten hits. Johnson
finished with a pair of doubles, while
Smith tallied a game-high four RBI’s. 
Southwestern’s one and only hit of

the evening came from catcher Lensey
Halcomb, who got a single in the
bottom of the fifth inning.
The evening before the game against

South Laurel, the Lady Warriors
tallied 12 runs on 12 hits. A night later,
Southwestern managed to get only one
hit.
“I thought that we were going to be

ready to play,” stated first-year Lady
Warrior head coach Kasey Blair. “We
just didn’t hit the ball tonight. I don’t
know if our girls were over prepared for
her, because we hit against her last
time. We just couldn’t hit the ball
tonight.”
The South Laurel head coach was

happy to leave the War Path with a
victory.
“Southwestern is a good team,”

Burns said. “Their second baseman
(Abbey Smith) is as good as they come
- she’s tough as nails out there.
(Sydney) Fourman, every time she
comes up to the plate is scary.”
The Lady Warriors, who fell to an

even 8-8 with the setback, will return
to action Monday night, traveling to
Russell Springs to face Russell County
in a doubleheader.
With the victory, South Laurel

moved to 14-11 on the year. The Lady
Cardinals will return to action Monday
evening, hosting Madison Southern at
7 p.m.

SL 0 1 2 1 3 4 - 11 10 0
SW 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0   1  4
WP: Burns (SL)
LP: Corder (SW)
2B: Johnson 2, Wemes, Smith (SL)
RBI: Smith 4, Burns 2, Miller, Hyde,

Johnson (SL)
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Submitted Photo
TOURNEY CHAMPS — The Pulaski County High School baseball team recently won the 2012 South East Kentucky Invitational. Pulaski County High School
baseball team members were, back row from left, Kellyn Jones, Taylor Gover, Jake Barrish, Jacob Denney, Blake Burton, Greg Genaros, Austin Cornett, Cody
Johnson, Tyler Wesley, Zach Whiles and Eric Jones; front row from left, Kody Johnson, Kyle Payton, Austin Baker, Jason Hall,  and Aaron Smith. Not pictured
were Coach Danny Masten, Assistant Coach Daniel Wilson, Assistant Coach Kevin Wallace and Assistant Coach Kent Mayfield.
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