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Police
shoot
armed
man, 27

Today we have the last of  three Pennyroyal
Puzzler games created for local readers by
former Hopkinsville resident Michael

Combs.
The winners of  our first two puzzles, Eliza-

beth Morris and James Hunter, assisted each
other on deciphering those puz-
zles. And while they have agreed
they won’t be eligible for the win-
ner’s prize this time, I’m certain
they will be joining mental
forces again to give this puzzle a
try.
It’s not a bad idea to work the

puzzle with another person. Dr.
Bill Adkins, who was a close sec-
ond in last week’s puzzle, said he
had help from the staff  in his
dental office.
So find a friend, preferably

someone with some “old Hoptown” knowledge
and see how you do.

PENNYRILE PUZZLER
n

Working in teams
has paid off so far

JENNIFER P. 
BROWN n

The future of robotics
Local team wins regional Lego robotics competition

It was the regional RCX Robotics
Challenge at Todd County Central
High School. Using LEGO NXT

robots, 13 teams in elementary, mid-
dle and high school divisions creat-
ed robots to complete tasks in an oil
spill scenario. 
“We made a program to take the

birds and move them,” said John
Davis, 11, a member of  the South
Todd Elementary School team. “We
stuck with our plan and tried to do
other things, but our spider arm

broke so we lost four points.”
The teams were required to create

a robot to move LEGO birds from the
center of  a table to another portion
of  a table. They then had to remove
black tips from the ends of  the birds,
which represented removing oil.
Using the robot, they then had to
move the black tips to a portion of
the table labeled “waste facility.”
Then the robot moved the birds to
the other end of  the table, avoiding
obstacles, to the point labeled “bird

sanctuary.” For every second attempt
or mistake, points were deducted and
all tasks were required to be com-
pleted in 2 minutes and 30 seconds.
“It’s hard because we use a pro-

gram and we have to figure out how
many rotations the wheels have to
make,” said Pedro Gonzalez, 11, a
team captain. “But making the
robot wasn’t as hard. We made some
changes but that part was easy.”

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Adam Perry (left) and Josh Davis watch Saturday as their robot goes to collect a “bird” during the regional RCX Robotics Challenge at Todd Coun-
ty Central High School. Adam, 10, Josh, 11, and Justin Waldrop, 9, won first place in the elementary school division.

BY MONICA K. SMITH | NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

In a race against the clock, the team from South Todd Elementary School hurried 
at the environmental cleanup site Saturday to gather dirty birds, clean them, discard 

the waste and move the birds to a sanctuary. 

SEE TODD, PAGE A8
SEE GAMES, PAGE A8

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS 

An Elkton man was killed in a shooting Saturday
night that involved officers from the Kentucky State
Police and the Todd County Sheriff ’s
Department. 
Just after 11 p.m., KSP and Todd

County officers responded to a domes-
tic disturbance call at a Collier Springs
Road residence. 
Upon officers’ arrival, Jeffrey An-

derson, 27, walked onto the front porch
armed with a shotgun and a handgun,
according to a KSP news release. He
fired shots at the officers, who imme-
diately returned fire and shot Ander-
son, the release said. 
Anderson was transported by ambulance to Jennie

Stuart Medical Center where he died. 

Anderson

SEE ANDERSON, PAGE A8

A community forum titled
“Open Government: Access-
ing Public Records and 
Meetings” will be at 6 p.m.
Tuesday at the Hopkinsville
regional campus of Murray
State University.

The forum is for anyone
who wants to learn more
about the Kentucky Open
Meetings and Open Records
Laws. Al Cross, director of 

the Institute
for Rural
Journalism
and Com-
munity Is-
sues and a
political
writer for
The Courier-
Journal
newspaper, will be the
keynote speaker.

Other speakers will include
New Era’s Opinion Editor 
Jennifer P. Brown and 
Nick Tabor, a New Era staff
writer.

People who attend the
forum will learn how to file
requests for information 
from local and state agencies
and how to watch for possi-
ble violations of open meet-
ings laws. 

Open government forum Tuesday

Cross


