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GENE ROSS

A card shower for Gene Ross is planned to celebrate his 
birthday on Thursday, May 10.  Cards may be sent to 2163 
Jackson Hwy., Glasgow, Ky. 42141.

Card ShowerCard Shower

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Petett of 
Tompkinsville are pleased 
to announce the upcoming 
marriage of their daughter, 
Kelsey Paige Petett, to Jon 
Grayson Harlan, son of 
Noel Harlan of Red Boiling 
Springs, Tenn., and Jennifer 

McClard of Tompkinsville.
The wedding ceremony 

will take place on Saturday, 
May 26, 2012, at 6 p.m. at 
Germany Church of Christ 
in Tompkinsville.  All family 
and friends are invited to 
attend.

Petett - Harlan to wed

Dr. and Mrs. Roger and 
Jamie (Spear) McAlpin of 
Lexington are happy to 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Chelsea Ann, 
to Michael Martin Bartley, 
son of Mr.  and Mrs. Randall 
Bartley of Tompkinsville.

The bride-to-be is a grad-
uate of Xavier University 
and employed by Southern 

Kentucky Rehab Hospital in 
Bowling Green. The future 
groom is a graduate of 
Monroe County High School 
and is employed by Cleary 
Construction Company in 
Tompkinsville. 

The wedding is planned for 
Saturday, September 22, 2012, 
at 4 p.m. at The Coal Reserve 
in Somerset.

McAlpin - Bartley to wed

Chelsea 
Ann

McAlpin
and

 Michael 
Martin 
Bartley

Kelsey Paige Petett and Jon Grayson Harlan

Be the first to see the latest edition !
Subscribe to the online version of The Tompkinsville NewsThe Tompkinsville News!

BECKY’S BOUTIQUE
& YOUTH FASHIONS
329 N. MAIN ST. TOMPKINSVILLE, KY 

PH 270-487-5691 • 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.

We've got that Special Outfit for
Mother’s Day, Graduation and

upcoming Special Events!

Maelee Ryan Ford
Parents:

Amanda and Matt Ford

Plus... Purses, Accessories & Much More!

We Have
Graduation

Gifts!

The Prom and Me
By Eric Pitcock.
Preacher at the Gamaliel church of Christ.

As the weather warms and schools begin plans to

conclude another school year, plans begin for the

yearly bash known as the senior class prom. Young

teens and parents begin to talk about what they will

wear and what they will do for the prom. Tuxedoes’

are bought, the location is picked, themes are dis-

cussed and before you know the lights dim, the fog

rises and teens hit the dance floor. Many picture this

night as a night of precious memories that will last for-

ever and if not embraced then you will surely regret

it. I would suggest that the tragedy, especially for a

Christian, would not come as a result of not going to

the prom but of going and participating with worldly

endeavors.

I would like to present to you some things to con-

sider as a Christian before making a decision to attend

the prom. First of all dancing is not inherently evil be-

cause we do have some approved examples of dancing

in the Bible. After the defeat of the Egyptian army,

Miriam led the women in a dance in Exodus 15:20.

Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took
the tumbrel in her hand; and all the women went out
after her with tumbrels and with dances. Another ap-

proved example of dancing in the Bible is when David

danced before the ark of the Lord as it was brought

into Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 6:14. Then David danced
before the Lord with all his might; and David was
wearing a linen ephod. The book of Psalms also

speaks of acceptable dance in Psalms 149:1-4 ¶ Praise

ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and

his praise in the congregation of saints. 2 Let Israel re-

joice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be

joyful in their King. 3 Let them praise his name in the

dance: let them sing praises unto him with the tumbrel

and harp. One last and final example is when Jepthah’s

daughter greeted her father with a dance when he re-

turned from war in Judges 11:34. And Jephthah came
to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter
came out to meet him with tumbrels and with dances:
and she was his only child; beside her he had neither
son nor daughter. These are all examples from the
Bible where people danced and it was not sinful but

notice the reasons, and the circumstances surrounding

these examples. First of all notice these dances was an

expression of joy or religious enthusiasm and the cir-

cumstances could not have involved lustful, lascivi-

ous, or provocative moves like the modern dance. I

would not expect the prom to have dancing like the

above examples.

The type of dancing that goes on at the prom

could be summed up with one word. Lascivious. Las-

civious is a semi-technical term indicating immoral

sexual thoughts or actions. This word lascivious is

synonymous with lustful or lewd or unruly. Lascivi-

ousness is “indecent bodily movements, unchaste han-

dling of males and females” (Thayer’s lexicon, p

79-80). Advocates of the modern dance and prom need

to understand that this is exactly the kind of dance oc-

curring at the prom. In two separate studies, 80 percent

and 93 percent of boys said they were thinking sexual

thoughts while dancing with their girlfriends. Causing

another to sin is serious. “But whoso shall offend one

of these, which believe in me, it was better for him that

a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he

be drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6).

Who could honestly picture Christ dancing at a prom

with the knowledge that his dance will cause another

to stumble? (cf. 1 Peter 2:21-22).

In order to prove my point that the prom is heavily

rooted in lascivious behavior we need to examine the

environment of the prom. First there is the issue of the

immodesty of today’s prom dresses. Notice the de-

scription from prom-dresses.com of what many girls

will find while looking for a prom dress; “a prom

gown gracefully drapes every curve. A stunning bust

line is beautifully complimented by a daring open back

and a sexy side slit.” Notice the descriptive phrases of

these dresses: drapes every curve, sexy slit, open back.

Is this how a lady professing Godliness is supposed to

dress? What are these types of dresses worn for? The

answer is to attract and bring attention to them and

every year the dresses get shorter and more revealing.

One officer that patrolled the prom said, “I was

shocked at the way those girls dressed”, “I could not

believe people would let their kids wear the attire of a

harlot.” Is this the kind of dress that professes Godli-

ness (2Tim 2:9-11)? Besides even if you are not

dressed immodestly, the lustful desires of the heart

bombard your every move at an event such as this.

One writer noted, “We read in Proverbs 7:10 that “the

attire of a harlot” can allure man into sin. Does lust

stop when a Christian woman wears the same attire?

We know it does not. Should a Christian woman wear

clothing that would resemble the world? If she does,

where is her heart? Should there be any doubt that the

attire is that of someone professing godliness and good

works (1 Tim. 2:10)?” Yet many want to rush their

children to places where nakedness in the sight of God

is most often the normal attire than not. Jesus spoke

of adultery in the heart as being lustful looks, heed the

words of Jesus, Mt 5:28 But I say unto you, That

whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath

committed adultery with her already in his heart. What

do you think your son is going to think about when he

sees a young lady in a short dress, low cut with a slit

up to the thigh? Dear reader I would submit that there

are a lot of young people being prompted to lust in

their heart from the scantily clad dress associated with

the modern dance. Why put yourself in this situation?

Jesus said it would be better to go to heaven maimed

than to burn in hell with all your limbs (Mat 5:30). Per-

haps you are saying, but they could see much worse on

tv or at the beach. You are exactly right, they could see

worse on tv or at the beach? So tell me, how using the

tv and beach makes going to lascivious dances justifi-

able. Perhaps a person that frequents strip clubs said,

“I could see just as much at home or on the computer.”

Pointing to other sins to make one sin look innocent is

a faulty argument and does not stand up to God’s stan-

dard.

I recently ran across an article from a brother

named Timothy Kidwell who added these helpful

comments for those who advocate they can be in a sin

saturated environment and not be drawn into tempta-

tion by lusts via the environment. “Does God approve

of the Christian recreating in an atmosphere of near

nudity? Paul told Timothy, “Flee also youthful lusts:

but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those

who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22).

How does one pursue righteousness by purposefully

placing themselves in the atmosphere of sin? At this

point some will argue, “Then it is wrong to go to the

grocery store because there will be some people who

are dressed immodestly there.” Those who use this ar-

gument are only trying to justify that which is not con-

sistent with godliness. Of course it is impossible to

escape all the sexually immoral of this world. One

would have to “go out of the world” to obtain the per-

fect atmosphere (1 Cor. 5:10). Since God says that we

are to save the lost, and at the same time flee lust and

abstain from every form of evil (1 Thes. 5:22), it

should be obvious to the honest heart that there are

some places a Christian should not go and some activ-

ities they should not participate in. Some environments

promote sinful behavior and dress (bars, public pools,

etc.). Often we are exposed to the same indecency at

the grocery store or shopping center, but during these

times we must remember who we are, children of God,

and yield not to temptation. We must be strong like

Job who said, “I have made a covenant with my eyes;

why then should I look upon a young woman” (Job

31:1). An atmosphere does not become sinful just be-

cause some choose to sin, but some places promote an

environment of sin. Christians will not go to or remain

in such a climate. While Jesus did eat with sinners, we

do not read of him going into an atmosphere of sin to

be with them. He attracted sinners to himself.” The gist

of the situation is that immodesty, lascivious dance,

and the closer than normal contact young teens have at

these dances are all ingredients of an environment that

will promote sin.

To prove the case let’s start with the simple and

work to the more difficult. Would it be wrong for a

Christian to go to a gay dance club if no drinking was

occurring? Who among us would say it’s acceptable

to go to a gay dance club even if alcohol was not sold?

What about a bikini car wash? What about a bar?

Could I drink water from a whiskey bottle in public?

What makes these things wrong to participate in or be

associated with? These are all places that a person pro-

fessing Godliness should not go. The approval of sin,

scaring our example, and not abstaining or fleeing

from sin is among some of the violations from being

at these locations. These locations are associated with

sin and are not looked upon as producing anything

moral or right. Therefore you abstain from these

places. Sin is the identifying characteristic of these

places (drinking, homosexuality, erotic dance) and

nothing else; therefore we avoid them to flee from sin

instead of running to it. We need to reprove these peo-

ple and their actions instead of participating with them.

Hear the words of Paul: Eph 5:11 And have no fellow-

ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather

reprove them. What is the prom associated with? The

prom is identified with the modern dance that one

PHD of Pediatrics said was just, “sex with clothes on”.

Yet many professing Christians will run to the defense

of it.

In Luke 5 Jesus did not watch those publicans and

sinners during their sinful acts, yet many want to jus-

tify being present with sinners that are participating in

lascivious sexual dances based on Jesus eating with

publicans and sinners. His point in Luke 5 was to heal

their sin sick lives through correction and not give you

liberty to be at places that should be avoided. Further-

more, it follows that we should limit our association

with sinners to places and circumstances that do

not promote and encourage their sin, avoiding

places and circumstances of moral disrepute where

people gather to commit immorality. Name one lo-

cations where people gather for no other purpose

but to commit sin that you would say is acceptable

to go. I realize many young teens are going to say,

I just went to socialize. Then can a person go any

place where people gather to commit sin with the

Lords approval? Dear friend the prom is a gather-

ing place for teens to engauge in the lascivious

dance and therefore should be avoided just like the

gathering places for drunks, gays, and other

worldly taverns. I appreciate the comments of David

Pratte in his article Avoiding Evil Companions While

Befriending Sinners, “Jesus associated with sinners at

morally upright or at least morally neutral places, such

as meals in people's homes. Although He did try to

teach prostitutes, there are no examples in which He

frequented brothels to try to do so. Likewise, we

should not conclude that befriending sinners means we

should go into the taverns and casinos or attend wild

parties to try to find people to teach. We may teach

those kinds of people, but we do it at other times and

other places, where they are more likely to be recep-

tive and where we are not so likely to be tempted to

participate in or appear to justify sin. (Note Psalm

26:5; 1 Cor. 8:10-12).” At some point you are going

to ask, well what about eating at a bar? I would say

you need to avoid a bar because of what it is. A bar! A

bar is associated with sin of many flavors so you

should avoid it. I am not going into a bar for chips and

salsa because it is a bar and associated with drunken-

ness and reveling (1Pt4:3). 

The environment of the prom is one of sexual

dancing and sexually explicit songs. Notice the words

of one popular prom song by Madonna called Girls

Gone Wild “My innihabitions gone away, I feel like

sinning, you got me in the zone, D.J play my favorite

song, Turn me on.” Why would Madonna ask the D.J

to play a song that would “turn her on” if dancing and

music was just an innocent activity that could not pro-

voke sexual thoughts? Consider the popular prom song

“Sexy Back”, by Justin Timberlake. Notice the sexual

content in this song. “Dirty babe, You see these shack-

les, Baby, make me misbehave.” What do you think

goes through the minds of male and females closely

embraced, touching one another with bodies meshed

together while listening to songs about “sexual slaves,

sinning, and turning me on?” These are only three of

the top ten prom songs. We have not even looked at

songs like “I Kissed A Girl and I Liked It,” which pro-

motes homosexual activity. Jesus may have eaten with

publicans and sinners and he may have been around a

prostitute but he never went to the local bar, or house

of harlots to socialize. Why is it that we think we can

go into these environments to socialize and not sin?

These songs along with the lascivious moves of the

sexual modern dance are all reasons to avoid the prom.

In the closing remarks I pray that this will help in

some way and be an encouragement to abstain from

this worldly annual event known as the prom. If it

were the case that the prom was nothing more than

kids sitting, eating, talking and playing games, then

we could not say it’s wrong. However due to the envi-

ronment of immodesty, lascivious dance, and sexual

songs we need to flee from it. I realize that we face

these issues all the time but must we search for these

worldly practices and delibertly put ourselves in these

situations. I would also pray that perhaps in the future

with the help of concerned Christians that we could

provide an alternative that our kids could enjoy and

make memories in a more wholesome way. I would

like to leave you with the words of Steve Higgin-

botham from an article he adapted called “But It’s The

Prom”. He wrote, “Young people keep the commit-

ment that you made to the Lord.  Guard your heart and

mind from the “fleshly lusts that war against your

soul” (1 Peter 2:11). And parents help your son or

daughter make the right decisions. Sometimes, be-

cause of the tremendous peer pressure they are under,

your children need you to say “no” for them. Help

them to make Christ-focused decisions that will bring

honor to God. We all need to quit acting and thinking

carnally. Adults need to quit pushing and encouraging

young people to immerse them in such a worldly

event. And I think we need to be honest with ourselves

and quit trying to defend things which are indefensi-

ble.” Thanks so much for reading this article and to

“God be the glory.”

This was paid for and supported by the Gamaliel,

Northwest, Phillipi, and Pine Branch churches of

Christ.
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YOUR MERLE NORMAN
BEAUTY BONUS.
Add sizzle to Summer with trial-sizes of:

Cream-to-Powder Blush in Pink Organza • Lash Lift Waterproof Mascara

in Deep Ebony • Foundation Primer Plus SPF 15 • Energizing Concentrate


