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S & K Sales 
& Service, Inc.
Heating & Air Conditioning
606-849-2677
Master HVAC 
Contractor Licensed 
#MOO384

Buy a complete Carrier Infinity 
Greenspeed Heat Pump 
System with an Infinity FE4 
Fan Coil, Infinity Greenspeed 
Heat Pump, Infinity Air Purifier, 
and Infinity Control and get a 
$1,350 Rebate!

Effective dates on newly 
installed systems 

March 1 - June 30, 2012
Rebate is paid directly 

to you by Carrier.

Get $1,350 in Cool Cash!

You may never 
want to leave 
your home again!

The Infinity Greenspeed System 
by Carrier is the most total 
energy efficient heating and 
cooling system you can buy.  It 
will make your home so com-
fortable, you may never want to 
go outside again!

Tonya Gray
901 US Hwy 68, Suite 100

Maysville, KY
606-564-7400

Across from McDonald’s

Call today for a free insurance 
protection review.

We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.ShelterInsurance.com
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BILL KACZOR AND 
BRENDAN FARRINGTON
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. | 
A Florida Highway Patrol 
sergeant opposed reopen-
ing a fog- and smoke-
shrouded interstate high-
way, but he was overruled 
by a higher-ranking officer 
shortly before a series of 
crashes killed 11 people, 
state investigators said in a 
report released Thursday.

The Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement con-
cluded state troopers made 
errors but found no crimi-
nal violations.

Early in the morning of 
Jan. 29, wildfire smoke 
mixed with fog blanketed 
six-lane Interstate 75 near 
Gainesville where it cuts 
through Paynes Prairie 
State Park, a low area that 
lacks billboards or other 
lighting.

Highway Patrol Sgt. 
Bruce Simmons wanted to 
keep the highway closed, 
but Lt. John Gourley 
gave the order to reopen 
it because visibility had 
improved. Gourley was 
worried keeping the high-
way closed also would be 
dangerous.

Within 30 minutes of the 

highway reopening, the 
first of six separate fatal 
crashes began, involv-
ing at least a dozen cars, 
pickup trucks and a van, 
six semitrailer trucks and a 
motorhome. Some vehicles 
burst into flames, making 
it difficult to identify the 
dead. Eighteen other vic-
tims were hospitalized.

Simmons used some 
rural slang in telling a 
sheriff’s deputy, in a con-
versation recorded on the 
trooper’s in-car video 
equipment, that he argued 
against reopening it: “I 
tried to tell them to leave 
that ‘sumbuck closed and 
they wouldn’t listen to 
me.”

“I said it will roll in 
faster than you can shut it 
down,” Simmons contin-
ued. “This crap wouldn’t 
have happened if he’d have 
listened.”

Gourley told investiga-
tors he was unaware of any 
specific policy or proce-
dure and never received 
any formal training on 
opening or closing roads.

He did not immediately 
respond to a telephone 
message left at the High-
way Patrol’s Gainesville 
office seeking comment 
Thursday. A home phone 

listing for him could not be 
found.

The report faulted the 
Highway Patrol for fail-
ing to create effective 
guidelines for such situ-
ations and said troopers 
did not adequately share 
critical information among 
themselves just before the 
crashes occurred. They 
never consulted technical 
specialists with the Florida 
Forestry Service or Na-
tional Weather Service.

Once traffic resumed 
flowing, the Highway 
Patrol failed to actively 
monitor the highway con-
ditions, the report said. 
It noted that Gourley left 
I-75 to patrol U.S. 441 
while Simmons and an-
other trooper took a meal 
break. A fourth trooper was 
parked writing a report and 
fifth was at his off-duty job 
working security at a rest 
area.

Simmons twice told 
Gourley about the poten-
tial for poor visibility to 
return. Gourley, though, 
was worried that keeping 
the highway closed would 
result in secondary crashes 
based on his prior experi-
ence investigating such 
wrecks.

Other factors in his deci-
sion were that U.S. 441, the 
major detour route, also 
was closed and the only 
alternative was a two-lane 
road through a small town 

that couldn’t handle heavy 
traffic. He also worried 
that directing drivers onto 
unfamiliar roads in the 
early morning hours would 
be hazardous.

Col. David Brierton, the 
Highway Patrol’s director, 
said in a statement that 
he was still reviewing the 
report with the agency’s 
inspector general’s office 
and would respond in the 
next few weeks.

“As a result of our own 
after-action review, the 
Patrol is already making 

some changes, to include 
training and protocol 
changes,” Brierton said. He 
said his agency would con-
tinue to work with the state 
Department of Transpor-
tation and Florida Forestry 
Service “to implement best 
practices.”

It’s too early to consider 
disciplinary action, said 
Courtney Heidelberg, 
spokeswoman for the 
Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles, 
which includes the High-
way Patrol. She noted the 

department asked for an 
outside investigation, 
which then was ordered by 
Gov. Rick Scott.

The Highway Patrol 
also is conducting a ho-
micide investigation, 
which is expected to be 
completed in mid-May, 
Heidelberg said.

The report recommends 
the Highway Patrol clarify 
procedures in its policy 
manual and adopt manda-
tory protocols rather than 
merely suggesting guide-
lines.

Report: Florida troopers erred before Jan. crashes
TROOPERS ERRED IN OPENING 
SMOKE-SHROUDED I-75

PHIL SANDLIN, ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this Jan. 29, 2012, file photo, Florida Highway Patrolmen inspect the damage from a multi-vehi-
cle accident on Interstate 75 near Gainesville, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol is releasing a report 
on the fog- and smoke-shrouded Interstate 75 crash that killed 11 people in January. The inspector 
general’s report on whether state troopers erred when they reopened the highway shortly before 
the massive pileup was due out Thursday.

ERIC TALMADGE
Associated Press

TOKYO | Analysts who 
have studied photos of 

a half-dozen ominous 
new North Korean mis-
siles showcased recently 
at a lavish military parade 
say they were fakes, and 

not very convincing ones, 
casting further doubt on 
the country’s claims of 
military prowess.

Since its recent rocket 
launch failure, Pyong-
yang’s top military leaders 
have made several boast-
ful statements about its 
weapons capabilities. On 

Wednesday, Vice Marshal 
Ri Yong Ho claimed his 
country is capable of de-
feating the United States 
“at a single blow.” And 
on Monday, North Korea 
promised “special actions” 
that would reduce Seoul’s 
government to ashes with-
in minutes.

But the weapons dis-
played April 15 appear to be 
a mishmash of liquid-fuel 
and solid-fuel components 
that could never fly to-
gether. Undulating casings 
on the missiles suggest the 

metal is too thin to with-
stand flight. Each missile 
was slightly different from 
the others, even though all 
were supposedly the same 
make. They don’t even fit 
the launchers they were 
carried on.

“There is no doubt 
that these missiles were 
mock-ups,” Markus Schil-
ler and Robert Schmucker, 
of Germany’s Schmucker 
Technologie, wrote in a 
paper posted recently on 
the website Armscontrol-
wonk.com that listed those 
discrepancies. “It remains 
unknown if they were de-
signed this way to confuse 
foreign analysts, or if the 
designers simply did some 
sloppy work.”

The missiles, called KN-
08s, were loaded onto the 
largest mobile launch ve-
hicles North Korea has ever 
unveiled. Pyongyang gave 
them special prominence 
by presenting them at the 
end of the parade, which 
capped weeks of celebra-
tions marking the 100th 
anniversary of the coun-
try’s founding father, Kim 
Il Sung.

The unveiling created an 
international stir. The mis-
siles appeared to be new, 
and designed for long-
range attacks.

That’s a big concern 
because, along with de-
veloping nuclear weapons, 

North Korea has long been 
suspected of trying to field 
an intercontinental bal-
listic missile, or ICBM, 
capable of reaching the 
United States. Washington 
contends that North Ko-
rea’s failed April 13 rocket 
launch was an attempt to 
test missile technology 
rather than the scientific 
mission Pyongyang claims.

But after poring over 
close-up photos of the 
missiles, Schiller and 
Schmucker, whose com-
pany has advised NATO on 
missile issues, argue the 
mock-ups indicate North 
Korea is a long way from 
having a credible ICBM.

“There is still no evi-
dence that North Korea 
actually has a functional 
ICBM,” they concluded, 
adding that the display was 
a “dog and pony show” and 
suggesting North Korea 
may not be making serious 
progress toward its nucle-
ar-tipped ICBM dreams.

North Korea has a par-
ticularly bad track record 
with ICBM-style rockets. 
Its four launches since 
1998 — three of which it 
claimed carried satellites 
— have all ended in failure.

Though North Korea 
frequently overstates its 
military capabilities, the 
missiles displayed this 
month might foreshadow 
weapons it is still working 
on.

David Wright, a physi-
cist with the Union of 
Concerned Scientists who 
has written extensively 
about North Korea’s mis-
sile program, said he be-
lieves the KN-08s could be 
“somewhat clumsy repre-
sentations of a missile that 
is being developed.”

Wright noted that the 
first signs the outside 
world got of North Korea’s 
long-range Taepodong-2 
missile — upon which the 
recent failed rocket was 
based — was from mock-
ups seen in 1994, 12 years 
before it was actually test-
ed on the launch pad.

“To understand whether 
there is a real missile de-
velopment program in 
place, we are trying to 
understand whether the 
mock-ups make sense as 
the design for a real mis-
sile,” he said. 

Analysts say North Korea’s 
new missiles are fakes
MISSILES DISPLAYED SHOW 
NO SIGN OF ADVANCEMENT

NG HAN GUAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this photo taken Sunday, April 15, 2012, what appears to be a new missile is carried during a 
mass military parade at the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the country’s founding father Kim Il Sung.  


