
What a way to waste your tax money!

BIG PAY - NO WORK

By LIVINGSTON TAYLOR
Cirir Jooriul Staff Writer

FRANKFORT, Ky The state Public
Service Commission (PSC) has eight
administrative assistants, including the
sister of chairman Harold Kelley,
assigned to job locations in their home-
towns and drawing PSC salaries of $5,484
a year each.

Kelley, who was ousted June 30 from
administrative control of the PSC by fel-

low commissioners Joe Travis and
Howard Clay, said Friday that he hired
the eight to "handle complaints" about
the state's 352 utilities, which the commis-
sion regulates.

Clay said Friday that he and Travis
plan to "take a new look at things" this
week.

"I know there'll be some changes,"
Clay said. He declined to go into
specifics until he talks further with
Travis, Vho was out of town for the
weekend.

The eight administrative assistants cur-
rently on the payroll were hired between
April 1968 and February 1970. They are:

Mrs. Beatrice M. Reed, 57, of Ash-

land, Kelley's sister.

f Mrs. Mary Lee Jones, 61, of Elkton,
wife of Todd County Judge W. S. Jones.
Jones is a Democrat who supported
Republican Gov. Louie B. Nunn in the
1967 election.

" William R. Adams, 66, of Jeremiah
in Letcher County, a former Republican
state representative.
e Lawrence E. Forgy, 56, of Lewisburg

in Logan County, father of Lawrence E.
Forgy Jr., former deputy finance commis-
sioner in the GOP state administration
and now a University of Kentucky vice

Sam H. Sartin, 67, of Willow SI
in Metcalfe County, listed on state nei
nel records as a state level U.S. Agri
lurai MaDUization and Conservation
vice (ASCS) official during the Ei
hower administration. u

Mrs. Pauline E. Bratcher, 48,
Greenville, widow of W. D. BratcheA
Bratcher, a 1st District GOP gStlM

Ky. Describing him-
self as disillusioned with the state Repub-
lican a second member
says he has resigned from the GOP State
Central Committee.

John Sharp, said he sub-
mitted his resignation to GOP State
Chairman John Kerr Jr. last Thursday
but Kerr said yesterday that he had not
yet received it. Kerr declined to comment
on the matter until he receives formal
notification.

Sharp's resignation comes less than a
month after Marshall (Nick) Burlew of
Owensboro resigned from the committee.

Burlew said he was resigning because
he supported Lt Gov. Wendell Ford, a
Democrat also from Owensboro, in next

PSC aides work home
appointed by Gov. Nunn to the PSC in
early 1968, died later that year.

James L. Bersot, 57, of Louisville,
listed in the Louisville city directory as
president of Custom Perma-Gutter- Inc.

Raymond F. Griaell, 75, of Mount
Sterling, listed in state records as a for-

mer school-boo- k sales manager.

Mrs. Jones was contacted at her Elkton
home and asked what her state duties are.

"Anything that comes up that requires
or looking into," Mrs. Jones

"id- -

Could she give an example of her
work?

"No sir, not at the present," she
replied.

Asked whom she reports to in her
work, Mrs. Jones said, "The man in
Frankfort, I can't think of his name right
now." .

Four decline to answer query

Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Bratcher, Bersot and
Sartin declined to say what they do in
their jobs, referring the question to
Kelley.

Sartin did describe how he came to
Frankfort to apply for a job and met
Kelley in a Capitol Building office in the
presence of a fellow Metcalfe countian,
Tom Emberton, then an assistant to the
governor and now the Republican candi-

date for governor. Emberton also for-

merly was a member of the PSC.
"He (Kelley) told me my

would be at Willow Shade, and he would
call me when I was needed," Sartin said.

Asked how often he has been called,
Sartin said, "I haven't been called very
often."

Adams, Forgy and Grizzell could not
be reached for comment.

"These people handle complaints and
do this and that and the dther," Kelley
said in a telephone interview from Ash-
land. "I don't have a big enough staff
there (at Frankfort) to handle them . . .

We have 352 utilities to regulate."
The utilities are telephone, electric,

gas, water, pipeline and telegraph firms.
As for his sister, Kelley said she "does

2nd member, 'disillusioned,'
quits GOP's state committee
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month's gubernatorial election rather
than Tom Emberton, the Republican.

Sharp, in explaining his resignation,
said he felt he bad been "slapped in the
face" by the state GOP administration
when "about a couple of months ago they
started paying attention to other sides
here."

"Instead of letting me call the shots,"
asserted Sharp, who was Whitley County
patronage chairman, "they've been listen-
ing to other people."

Specific examples of his being over-
ruled by the administration, he said, were
in road placement and transfer of person-
nel.

Gov. Louie B. Nunn's only comment
on Sharp's charges yesterday was that
they were

as good a job as the rest of them."
Asked what she can do in Ashland that

Kelley, also of Ashland, could not do,
Kelley replied, "She can do a whole lot,
just like Louie's sister (Mrs. Virginia
Strohecker) works in his office, you
know."

"We followed the precedent of the
previous commission," Kelley continued.

Emberton Is Former

Member Of Public
Service Commission

Are Republicans BUYING

Governor's Office?
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State GOP raises,
spends more on

election than
Democrats

By CHRIS WADDLE
sjaajsjajatawsj mh writer

Kentucky Republican campaign ma
ninery has raised more money and spen
tore than the Democrats during the cur

tent electioneering.

In required reports filed yesterday (30
days before the Nov. 2 election) with the
state Registry of Election Finance, the
political price tags looked like this:

The Kentucky Democratic Campaign
Committee reported it has received $273.
641 in contributions and receipts from
such occasions as campaign dinners. Ex-

penditures listed by Democrats totaled
$142,61872

The Tom Emberton for Kentucky's
Governor Committee, which an official
of the finance registry said in

"They had five or six. I may have three
or four more than they had, but our num-

ber of utilities has increased."
(In December 1967, state records show

the previous commission had two ad-

ministrative assistants and five investiga-
tors. The investigators were paid on a
$25 per diem basis, rather than a straight
salary.)

THE

election

cludes all the candidates on the party's

statewide slate, reported $357455.74 in
contributions and receipts. The party
has spent $366,126.84 more money than
has been taken in.

However, Republicans- - previously Mad
that since- - Emberton had no primary
battle for the nomination, a surplus in
the party treasury has helped meet ex-
penses.

Wendell Ford, Democratic nominee and
the state's present lieutenant governor,
had to campaign in his party's primary
against former Gov. Bert Combs.

In sharp contrast to the major parties,
the American Party State Campaign Fund
reported receiving $1,015 from contrib-
utors none of whom gave more than
$500 and spending a total of $663.45.


