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HAPPY HERE AGAIN A. B. (Happy) Chandler, veteran campaigner for
Harding Ison, Gilbert Polly Ira Whitaker a campaign stop

in Whitesburg Ian Saturday. Chandler, stop was not publicized ahead of
time, spent shaking hands and meeting old friends in but made
no appearance. He is running for governor the Commonwealth Party
ticket. He has served as governor of twice as Democrat.
photo).

The Kentucklan who will be-

come director of the Appalach-
ian Regional Commission (ARC)
on November 15 thinks that
whole concept of the Commis-
sion is going to be facing some
problems and that he "sees a

threat" the continuation of
the ARC program.

Alvin J. Arnett, a
SalyersvlUe native, disclosed
some of his views and concerns

New aetion
By WILLIAM M BUCKLEY

(The writer is a Master's De-

gree Candidate in the Univer-
sity of Missouri School of
Journalism's Washington re-

porting program. )

Washington -- - Legislation to
bolster black lung Benefits
was detoured in the House last
week, but supporters are con-
fident that at the of the
longer, possibly rockier, route
the Dill will be enacted intact

Advocates tried to bring the
bill up under a House procedure
("suspension of the rules")
which prohibits amending the

approach requires
substantial support, two-thir- ds

of those voting, and the 227-12- 4

vote fell only seven short
of the number needed to sus-
pend the rules.

The vote buoyed advocates
of the however, for it
displayed more the simple
majority support which will be
required when the measure is
voted on again, probably in
the first week in November.
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about the agency he has been
named to in a telephone
interview yesterday with The
Mountain Eagle. reached
in the office of Sen. J. Glenn
Beall (R-M- d.) where has
been an aide.

Arnett, who will succeed
Ralph R. Widner who resigned
last month, said that 'Tiasn't
really had a chance yet" to
deeply consider

office,
talks with and during
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When the House refused to

suspend the rule, the bill was
sent to the Rules Committee,
the traffic cop of the House,
which determines length of
debate and if amendments can
be offered. The Committee
has granted an open rule for
the bill, which means amend-
ments can be introduced on the
House floor.

The bill provides, for the
first time, benefits to double
orphans (children without both
parents); extends until 1974 the
time when states must take
over the benefit program from
the federal government; allows
black lung victims to receive
workmen's compensation and
black lung payments simul-
taneously; and prohibits use
of as the sole basis for
rejecting claims.

Lack of opportunity to offer
amendments was the chief ar-

gument against the measure.
Rep. John N. Erlenborn (R. - .

111.), the major spokesman
against the bill, said he saw
the need for the double or-

phans provision, but argued
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he might undertake. But, he
said, he feels that right now
"the ARC is vulnerable."

He explained that despite
the overwhelming support dis-

played for the program by a
Congress which extended it
for another four yean recently,
"We are in a bind." President
Nixon's proposed rural revenue- -

other parts ot the legislation
should be changed.

The vote on the motion to
suspend the rules followed
party lines closely, with Dem-
ocrats in support and Repub-
licans in opposition. Only
25 Democrats, 20 from the
deep South, voted against the
motion. Forty eight Repub-
licans, many from the Mid-
west, joined the majority of
Democrats favoring suspen-
sion of the rules.

Heavy bipartisan support
came from the major coal
mining states of Kentucky.
West Virginia and Pennsyl-
vania. Thirty-tw- o "ayes"
were heard from the represen-
tatives of these states and only
one "nay", that by Rep.
George A, Goodllna (R. -- Penn. )

Representatives Harley Stag-
gers (D. -- W. Va. ) and Tim Lee
Carter (R. -- Ky. ) did not vote.

During debate, Erlenborn and
Kentucky Democrat Carl Per-
kins, sponsor of the legislation,
sparred over the bill's merits.
Perkins told his fellow House
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Picketing
Roving picket activity in Let-

cher County remains sporadic
as the nationwide strike by
the United Mine Workers

the soft --coal industry
grinds into its fourth week.
No immediate settlement in
sight, despite some optimism
earlier in the week by West
Virginia governor Arch Moore
and others that agreement was
near.

The loading ramp of the Big
H Coal Co. in Neon remained
the focus of picketing this week.
It had been the site of the
first strike -- related work stop

Area mine
So far this year, twice as

many coal miners have died
in the Hazard District of the
state Department of Mines
and Minerals than in the com-
parable periods of the last
few years. The Department's
latest monthly report also
reveals that a total of 39 mi-

ners have died already in Ken-

tucky this year, five of them
on strip or auger jobs.

Through September 30 of
this year, eight men have
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continues
page in the county last week.
An average of 20-2- 5 pickets
have been there daily since,
and no work has been done at
the site, which had been aver- -

Vote Tuesday
Letcher County voters will

help choose a governor and
other state officials as well
as some city and county of-
ficials at the general elec-
tion here Tuesday.

deaths up
been killed in the Hazard
District. That compares to
the four such deaths in 1970
and 1969, and the three fa-

talities in 1968. One of this
year's deaths occurred at an
undergound mine in Letcher
County.

The Letcher County death
was caused by a roof-fa- ll at
the face. Well over half of
the deaths in the state this
year have likewise been caused
by collapsing roofs, most of
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THIS HUGE CUT ALONG KY. 804 just past Kona is a sign
of the roadwork being done as part of the Ky. 119 project.
Forty feet of fill will connect the road, which will come
over the cut, to 804. (EAGLE photo)


