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Sam Bates Confesses;
Gets 2. Years, $5,000 Fine

Sam Bates and six others accused of oper-
ating a wholesale whiskey business in dry-territor-

were sentenced and fined in U. S.
District Court at Jackson on Tuesday of this
week.

Bates, of Whitesburg, listed by the Govern-
ment as the "boss" of the operation in Letcher
County, was sentenced to serve two years in
prison and was fined $5,000. The others drew
lesser punishments.

The defendants who sudden-
ly changed pleas of innocent
to guilty Tuesday were sen-

tenced as follows:
Sam Bates on five counts

was given on the first count
two years and a $5,000 fine,
two years on the second count,
six months on the third count,
two years on the fourth count,
and two years on the fifth
count. All the sentences are
said to run concurrently.

Curtis Griffith pleaded guil-
ty to five counts and was sen-
tenced two years on the first
and second counts, six months
on the third, fined $1,000 on
the fourth, and sentenced to a
year on the fifth, all to run
concurrently.

Clark Combs pleaded guilty
to two counts and was sen
tenced six months on each
count, to run concurrently.

Thomas Eugene Griffith
pleaded guilty and was givenH
a three-ye- ar probated sentence.

Charles Robertson pleaded
guilty and was given a six-mont- hs

sentence.
Amos Cook pleaded guilty

on two counts and was given
two 30-d- ay sentences to run
concurrently.

Archie Craft was sentenced
to two months in jail.

Curtis Griffith was listed by
Alcohol Tax Unit Agents as
operator of a store at Cornetts-vill- e

in Perry County. They
said they intercepted a load of
whiskey at the store on April
8th.

In his opening statement
Monday, District Attorney
Claude Stephens said the Gov-
ernment would prove 25 to 30
persons received whiskey from
Bates at Cornettsville. Bates
threatened, he added, to "have
the law" on these persons if
they failed to do business with
him.

All defendants were charged
specifically with operating a
wholesale whiskey business in
dry territory, also Bates with
violating the National Fire-
arms Act- - Bates will be tried
on the fire-ar- charge in Lex--,
ington in October.

Federal agents who raided
Bates' home in May said they
found a machine gun, a sawed-of- f

shotgun, and seven other
automatic weapons. His home
was dynamited in December,
resulting in the arrest later
and indictment last week of
John and Ed Combs of Breath-
itt County.

The record shows that sam
Bates is an ct, sen-

tenced to life imprisonment
once accused of killing his
brother, Robert Bates; again
he was convicted and given a
life sentence for the slaying of
Henry Bentley on Rockhouse.

For years Bates operated a
Road house on Tunnel Hill
and this place was the scene
of a large number of murders
and criminal acts by various
persons. One of those shot and
killed in this business place
was Bates' first wife, Maxine
Bates. .

In several political cam-
paigns in the years past poli--

ticians have used Bates' illegal
activities in their campaign
issues, but until the Federal
Government stepped in no one
was able to get a conviction
of any consequence.

According to Letcher county
court records Bates has been
indicted four times on wilful
murder counts, but only con
victed twice to life sentences
and these being appealed, he
only serving a short time on
each sentence. The criminal
dockets of Letcher Circuit
court show one continuous
stream of indictments against
Bates involving the illegal sale
of whiskey, permitting gamb-
ling on his premises, breach of
the peace, slot machines and
numerous other charges. At
this time we are informed in- -

ivestigators are seeking the
whereabouts of Mrs. Katie
Fields, mother of three child-
ren that have resided in Bates
home since Bates first wife's
death. Mrs- - Fields was a sister
of Maxine Bates. Bates pres-
ent wife, Elizabeth, was ar-
rested and convicted for the
slaying of Bates first wife. She
served one year in the peniten
tiary but was released on pro-
bation a few years ago.

Nine Men Apply
For Enlistment In
Army, Air Corps

The U. S. Army and U. r

Force Recruiting Station
in Whitesburg announced this
week that nine men have
applied for enlistment in the
past week.

The following men have
applied for enlistment in the
U. S. Air Force: Hiram John-
son, Jr., Richard Lloyd Webb,
and Dock Edwards of Whites-
burg; Jack Banks and Ervine
Banks of Ison; Hargis Lavine
Fields and Willie Eugene
Fields of Roxana.

The following men have
applied for enlistment in the
U. S. Army: Ray Lee Banks
and Franklin Delano Cham-
pion of McRoberts.

These men have been sent
to Lexington for their exami-
nations and will be enlisted in
the near future- -

Sergeant First Class Smith
of the local recruiting office
states that all men who are
now or have been members of
the Enlisted Reserve Corps
and are due for
for another three years may be

ed in the Reserve
Corps at th local Army and
Air Force Recruiting Station
on Railroad Street. There is
no expense involved for the
man as he will be sworn back
into the Reserve Corps at the
Whitesburg office.

Sgt. Smith may be contacted
any morning Monday through
Friday at the U- - S. Army and
U. S. Air Force Recruiting Sta-
tion in the City Police Sta-
tion, Railroad Street, Whites
burg.

Mr. and Mrs- - D. B, Franklin
and Linda were visiting rela-
tives in Virginia Sunday.

Farmers Roundup
To Be Held
This Coming Saturday

Farmers 'from all over
Letcher County and others as
well will meet for the annual
Farmers Round-u- p at Stuart
Robinson School this coming
Saturday, July 23.

In the morning at 10:00 the
farm tour will be conducted
by Ralph Kenny, agronomy
specialist from the University
of Kentucky, and General
Croucher, farm manager. Dis
cussion of the farming opera
tions and practices will be
held- -

The Kentucky and West
Virginia Power Company will
demonstrate overloaded elec
trie lines and a water pump
system for any farm-Baske- t

dinners will be
"brought "by those attending the
event. Drinks are to be
furnished by the East Kentuc-
ky Beverage Company, Haz-
ard, Coca Cola Bottling Com-
Tianv. WhitesTmrg, R- - C. Cola
Bottling Company, Whites
burg, and the Dr. Pepper
Bottling Company, Whites
burg- -

After dinner talks will be
made by Ralph Kinney, Major
Cornett, C. V. Snapp, superini
tendent of Jenkins schools, and
Lee Cooper, Tiost of the day.

The day's activities will be
concluded with contests in
which anyone may take part.

County Farm Agent Robert
Fike urges everyone to bring
a picnie lunch and attend the
Round-U- p at Stuart Robinson
at 10:00 a. m. (CST) Satur-
day, July 23.

Unemployed In
Letcher Continues
On Upward Trend

Unemployment in Letcher
County is still on the upward
trend, according to Mr. W. A.
Ritchie, manager of the local
employment olfice in Hazard.

Statistics show that for the
week ending July 8, 1949, 234
new applications for unem
ployment benefits were filed.
This is 50 more than was filed
for the corresponding week in
June of this year.

A total of 1320 continued
claims were filed by Letcher
Countains durmg the week of
July 8. This represents a total
of 1554 new and continued
claims filed for that week. This
figure includes both state and
veteran claims. ,Roughly
speaking, the above figures
represent about 1000 un-
employed people who are re-
ceiving unemployment bene
fits.

There are no accurate'
figures on the actual number
of people who are unemployed
in Letcher County at the pres
ent time. However, an esti-
mate of 2000 would probably
be on the conservative side,
Mr. Ritchie stated.

Approximately ninety per
cent of the veteran claims for
Readjustment Allowance will
expire on July 25 this year un-
less Congress does some quick
acting, Mr. Ritchie said. All
claims of veterans who were
discharged from service on or
before July 25, 1947, will ex-

pire on July 25 this year un-

less Congress decides to extend
the time within the next few
days.

William ChristoDher Gibson.
born to Mr. and. Mrs. William
Fred Gibson, Friday; July 16,
at Lynch Hospital.

Obituary of Pfc.
Lee Craft Bates

Pfc Lee Craft Bates, known
to his family and friends as
Dipkie, was born into the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Bates Nov. 11, 1923. He lived a
quiet and busy life with his
family until he enlisted in the
U. S. Army on July 6, 1944.

He was killed in battle on
May 7, 1945 at Okinawa,
making his stay here on earth
21 years, five months, and 26
days. He leaves to mourn his
loss, his dear mother, Mrs. Ida
H. Bates of Payne Gap, six
sisters, three brothers, and a
host of relatives and friends.
We find by his confession in
his letters that he had made
peace with God, had been
baptized and was ready to go
home. We believe from his con
fession that we will see him
again in .the new homewhere
there will be no more partings.
God needed another jewel to
decorate his throne, so he call-
ed and Dickie answered.

His remains were shipped to
Neon, on July 14, 1949. Funer-
al services were held on Sun-
day, July 17, at the residence,
Payne Gap, with the reverends
Hershel McPeak, Ben Powers,
and James Wright officiating.
Burial was in the Dr. B. F.
Joe Wassum VFW Post, Jenk-
ins, was in charge of military
honors.

TO WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN:

This is to certify that Troy
W. Jfrazier has never at any
time owned 'any interest, what
ever, in the Letcher Grocery
company and therefore is not
connected with said company
m any way.

Letcher Grocery Company,
Douglas C Meade, Mgr.

This is to nullify false
rumors that have been circu
lated about me and the Letcher
Grocery Co-TRO-

W. FRAZIER,

Six Candidates
File Withdrawls

With the primary election
only 16 days away, six candi-
dates have withdrawn from
the race for state, county, and
district offices. Although with-
drawn, some of the names will
be on the ballot since they
filed their withdrawls after
the ballot had been officially
made up.

According to the County
Court Clerk's.office the follow-
ing men had withdrawn Wed-
nesday of this week: Butler
Mullins, Decomratic, for
Sheriff; Clyde Caudill, Demo-
cratic, for jailer; Harrison Gib-
son, Republican, for magist-
rate, district No. 3; Ralph B.
Bates, Democrat, Magistrate,
district 8; Woodard Cornett,
Independent, magistrate, dist-
rict 6; Ferdinand Moore, Re-
publican, for state representa-
tive; and Kerby Whitaker Re-

publican, constable district 6.

Miss Jennie Combs will
spend several days this week
in Lexington.

W. S. Renaker
CalledByDeath

Wilson S. Renaker, president
of the Kyva Motor Company,
Whitesburg, died at his home
Wednesday night at 8:00. He
was 54. He has been in poor
was 54. He had been in poor
health for several years.

Mr. Renaker was a member
of Pontiac's 25-Ye- ar Dealer's
Club and a life-memb- er of the
National Association of Auto
mobile Dealers. He had been
prominent in Whitesburg
business circles for many years
and was formerly employed by
the South-Ea- st Coal Company
at oeco.

He is survived by his widow
and one daughter, Mrs. Russe!
Price, and one granddaughter,
Annette Price.

Mr. Renaker had been ill for
several years but three weeks
ago" Jie took a sudden turn
for the worse and never
rallied. His condition became
gradually worse until the last

Funera.l services will be held
tomorrow (Friday) in the
Whitesburg Methodist Church
Burial arrangements have not
been completed but it is re-
ported that the body will "be
taken, to Cynthiana, Ky., for
interment.

Dry Cleaning Shot?
Destroyed by Fire

Smitties' Dry Cleaning plant
in wnuesDurg was almost com
pletely destroyed by fire last
Thursday evening, July 14.

The building, located beside
the river on Jail Street, was
gutted by the blaze and the
contents, including clothes and
machinery, were ruined- - The
fire lasted approximately
thirty minutes.

C W. Smitties, owner and
operator of the plant, esti
mated the loss at $12,000, al
though he said it would cost
him $18,000 to $20,000 to re
build. He said he would build
another plant as soon as possi
ble. Cause of the fire was not
definitely determined. The
building was partially covered
by msurance.

Mr. Smittie said that the
Whitesburg fire department
did a good Job at the fire and
was probably responsible for
saving other buildings, espea
ally those located along Main
Street. The rear of the dry
cleaning plant was next to the
rear of the buildings on Main.
Mr. Smittie said the fire de
partment deserved a lot of
thanks in preventing the fire
from epreading.

Whitesburg Lions
Have Quiz Program

The Whitesburg Lions Club
held their regular weekly
meeting last Thursday, July
14, with Lion Bill Hale as pro
gram cnairman. Lion Hale
presented an interesting quiz
program on the counties of
Kentucky.

Some of the questions were
"What does a soldier take in-

to battle besides his gun?" The
answer was bullet for Bullitt
County. "What Famous Ken-
tucky meat goes with hot bis
cuits?" The answer is old ham
for Oldham County.

Lion Hughes and Duncan
tied for first place in the con-
test and Lion Bradley Good-
win won the booby prize.
Lion Orval Hughes is pro-
gram chairman for Thursday
night, July 21.

The club members welcome
Russell Price as a new mem
ber.

Mr. Sam Cox was called to
West Virginia because of the
death of his brother.

A Statement From J. L. Hays Democratic
Candidate For County Attorney

HRTQHHr''
H ttH.yv.

It has been my hope and desire that I would be able to see
every citizen of this County in my race for the nomination for
County Attorney, but the election is near, and due to the lack
of time, I will be unable to do this.

I sincerely hope that my failure to contact any citizen
personally will not prevent them from voting for me, and that
it will not keep them from giving me their support.

In serving you in the past I DID NOT SELL OUT- - IN THE
FUTURE I WILL NOT SELL I no
clique-- I no individual person or organization. If
nominated and elected I will be the of all the people
to the end that our County may progress and that our section
may be a better place in which to live and rear our children.

Should I be nominated
that the citizens call upon me
County in order that I may be
an honest, sober, sincere and

Sincerely yours,
(Pol. Adv.) J. L. HAYS

Boxing Team Meets
Oak Ridge Saturday

The Whitesburg boxing
team, sponsored by American
Legion Douglas Day Post 152,
will meet the Oak Ridge
fighters Saturday night, July
IS, at the wihitesburg ball
park and eight bouts have
been scheduled for the even
ing. The fights are to at
8:00- -

Local boys on the card are
as follows: Junior Ray Adams,
110 pounds, Doug Polly, 135,
Buddy Marcum, 127, Jack
Banks, 134, Jimmy Fraley, 128,
David Majority, 136, Ralph
Palumbo, 147, and James Gose,
148.

Tickets for the evening's
scraps may be obtained from
any Legionnaire.

NOTICE

The Archie Craft mentioned
in last week's story concern-
ing Sam Bates and in this
week's story of the trial at
Jackson is not the Archie
Craft who is Letcher County
coroner and with the Craft
Funeral Home.

NOTICE
There will be a teachers

meeting, for all teachers who
started their schools in July,
Saturday morning, July 23, at
10:00 o'clock C S. T. The meet-
ing will be held in the Study
Hall of Whitesburg High
School.
Martha Jane Potter, Supt-Letche- r

County Schools.

OUT. represent faction or
represent

servant

begin

and elected I urge and request
and discuss the problems of the
a real servant, and make them

efficient public official.

Since the election is now
less than three weeks off, I
wish to take this opportunity
to thank all of my many good
friends for taking an active
part in my behalf. Such good
citizens as you who are sup-
porting me makes me not only
feel that I am going to win,
but it gives me courage and
determination to fight until

I feel now that with the help
the end- -

and encouragement that Ihave
received, that if you and I con-

tinue to fight that victory is
ours. I ask that my friends be
awarei of false election re-
ports, such as slating with so,

"quit the race", or any-
thing to betray your confi-

dence in me.
I promise you that I intend

to slate with no one, to run
my own race, and on my own
merits and that death alone
will keep me from finishing
this campaign, and that after
I am elected your sheriff that
death alone will keep me from
giving you four years of honest
law enforcement.

Yours for clean government,
Lindsay Polly, Republican
Candidate for Sheriff.

(Pol. Adv.)


