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something that no one had ever done be-
fore,” Austin said. “Here you had the abil-
ity to grow and help that program grow.
That was one of the things that led me
here.”

She and Paysen plan to become nurses
and Collins an elementary schoolteacher.
They have nurtured U of L to this unprec-
edented season and are on pace to surpass
what they accomplished as freshmen,
when the 2009 squad finished 48-11.

Austin leads the Big East in runs (40)
and hits (60), is second in batting average
(.420) and is third in the nation in triples
(eight). Collins (21-1, 1.24 ERA) is among
the nation’s leaders in ERA and second in
the league in victories. Paysen, a utility re-
serve, has filled a variety of roles.

They took different paths: Austin from
Hartsburg, Mo., Collins from Lafayette,
Ind., and Paysen from Hodgenville, Ky.
They all took a leap of faith and have built
something special.

“They are a large part of it,” coach
Sandy Pearsall said. “There is no question
to me. All three of them have been integral
leaders.”

Collins, the 2008 Indiana Miss Softball,
came to Louisville largely because of her
relationship with associate head coach
Carol Bruggeman, who was Purdue's head
coach when Collins was a child. After sus-
taining a stress fracture in her ribs that
sidelined her for three weeks as a junior,
she is having her best season.

On April 14, the left-hander tossed her
first career no-hitter in an 8-0 home vic-
tory over Longwood. She did it again the
next day in a 1-0 victory over the same
team, becoming the first U of L pitcher
with consecutive no-hitters.

“It felt like a huge relief,” the only
southpaw pitcher in school history said.
“I’ve been so close so many times. I have a
whole bunch of one-hitters to my name,
but no one cares about one-hitters. I’ve
done that now.”

Pearsall was happy for a player she
once called out for being in “horrible
shape” and told, “I don’t think you’re going
to make it here.”

That was after Collins went 7-1 with a
3.36 ERA as a freshman. She improved to
18-6 with a 2.24 ERA in her sophomore sea-
son and was an All-Big East first-team se-
lection.

“Shedidn’tworkhardtobegood,”Pear-
sall said of Collins’ early days. “If you
want to excel in this game, you have to
work year-round. When I told her that, she
got in the weight room and worked hard. I
said after that fall, ‘I’m impressed. You
proved me wrong.’ ”

Another player who proved the coach
wrong was Paysen, who arrived at U of L

on a full academic scholarship and didn’t
plan to play softball. She was raised a
Cards fan but was simply going to attend
school as a premed major. But her coaches
at LaRue County persuaded her to con-
tinue playing.

Paysen, a double major in exercise sci-
ence and public health, wants to be a pedi-
atric nurse. She has appeared in only 14
games this season, but Pearsall said she is
a valuable defensive sub and pinch run-
ner.

“If the game is tight and they need
someone to make a throw or run, they typi-
cally rely on me to come through for
them,” Paysen said. “It has been an honor.”

She said she and Austin call themselves
“secret nerds.” Austin aspires to be a car-
diac nurse after doing a cardiac rehab in-
ternship last summer in Missouri. Will she
have a heavy heart this weekend? These
might not be the final games at Ulmer Sta-
dium for the seniors if the Cardinals host
an NCAA Tournament regional.

“I think I’ll get a little emotional,” Aus-
tin said. “I’m hoping we’re not done and
will have plenty of postseason to play. It’ll
sting a little bit. It’ll hurt. I’ve been kind of
emotional the past few weeks. I’m an emo-
tional girl, I guess.”

Michael Grant can be reached at (502) 582-
4069.

SOFTBALL: A lot of senior moments
Continued from Page C1

Tori Collins, the only lefty pitcher in U of L
history, is 21-1 with back-to-back
no-hitters. MICHELLE HUTCHINS/U OF L

INDIANAPOLIS — Five pitchers com-
bined on a five-hitter as the Indianapolis
Indians throttled the Louisville Bats 5-1
on Wednesday afternoon in the rubber
game of a five-game series split be-
tween the cities.

Sixteen straight Bats had been re-
tired before Neftali Soto singled with
two out in the ninth and scored on Mike
Costanzo’s double off Daniel Moskos,
who walked the next two batters to load
the bases. Jose Diaz came on and retired
pinch-hitter Bill Rhinehart on a ground-
er to earn his second one-out save in as
many days.

Jake Fox drove in three runs with two
doubles for the Indians, and Tim Wood
(1-3) got the victory with three innings of
relief.

Bats starter Brett Tomko (0-3) gave
up four hits and two earned runs in six
innings, striking out eight and walking
one.

The Bats have their first off day of
the season today, then open a four-game
series at Norfolk on Friday, with lefty
Jeff Francis (1-2, 4.09 ERA) scheduled to
start against right-hander Jason Nerken
(0-0, 0.60).

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE

Indians throw
five arms at
Bats in 5-1 win
Special to The Courier-Journal

Indians 5, Bats 1
Louisville ab r h bi Indianapolis ab r h bi
Negron ss 4 0 0 0 A. Hernandez 4 0 0 0
Valaika 2b 4 0 0 0 Morales 4 0 1 1
Phipps cf 4 0 0 0 Hague 4 0 1 0
Dorn rf 4 0 2 0 Evans 2 1 1 0
Soto 1b 3 1 1 0 Mercer 4 0 0 0
Costanzo 3b 4 0 2 1 Boggs 3 2 1 0
Navarro c 2 0 0 0 Fox 3 0 2 3
Jones lf 3 0 0 0 G. Hernandez 1 1 0 0
Tomko p 2 0 0 0 Durham 2 0 0 0
Carroll p 0 0 0 0 McCutchen 0 0 0 0
Mahay p 0 0 0 0 Moskos 0 0 0 0
Perez ph 1 0 0 0 Diaz 0 0 0 0
Webb p 0 0 0 0 Johnson 0 0 0 0
Janish ph 0 0 0 0 Wood 1 0 0 0
Rhinehart ph 1 0 0 0 Marte 2 1 1 1
Totals 32 1 5 1 Totals 30 5 7 5

Louisville.................................................. 000 000 001-1
Indianapolis............................................. 000 020 30x-5

LOB-Louisville 8, Indianapolis 5. DP-Indianapolis 1. 2B-Dorn (3),
Costanzo (1), Fox 2 (2), Marte (4). S-McCutchen.

IP H R ER BB SO
Louisville
Tomko (L, 0-3) 6 4 2 2 1 8
Carroll 1⁄3 2 3 3 1 0
Mahay 2⁄3 1 0 0 0 0
Webb 1 0 0 0 1 1
Indianapolis
Johnson 2 1 0 0 2 3
Wood (W, 1-3) 3 2 0 0 0 3
McCutchen (H, 1) 3 0 0 0 0 2
Moskos 2⁄3 2 1 1 2 0
Diaz (S, 2) 1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0

WP-Tomko 2. T-2:4-. A-5,639.

“For Luck and RGIII, they know what’s
going on and they know where they’re go-
ing to live and all that kind of stuff,” Ala-
bama safety Mark Barron said. “A lot of us
other guys, we’re still wondering where
we’re going to be living for the next howev-
er many years.”

Griffin, the Heisman Trophy winner
from Baylor, is comforted by already
knowinghe’llbeamemberof theRedskins.
But he thinks he might actually miss the
draft-day jitters. Well, at least a little bit.

“It kind of puts yourself at ease,” he
said, “but it does kind of rob you of that nat-
ural draftee experience where you don’t
know where you’re going and you’re in lim-
bo.”

Added South Carolina defensive end

Melvin Ingram: “Yeah, I guess that would
be kind of different. You won’t get that
adrenaline of, ‘Oh, man, I hope they pick
me,’ when you know where you’re going.”

Luck will go No. 1to Indianapolis after a
terrific career at Stanford. Like Griffin, he
is also expected to step right into a starting
job as a rookie.

“I guess it’s nice, but there’s always
competition in football, and if I go out there
and lay an egg and I’m not the best quarter-
back out there, I hope they don’t start me,”
Luck said. “I’m excited, though. I’m going
to go out there and hopefully play, obvious-
ly, and put my best foot forward and enjoy
all the guys.”

Luck, the son of former NFL quarter-
back Oliver Luck, acknowledged that it
was a “relief” to know he’ll be going to the
Colts — even if they’re starting from
scratch after they released Peyton Man-
ning.

“Obviously, the slate has been wiped
somewhat clean with some new coaches
and some players who have gone or left,
but I’ll try to come in there and work as

hard as I can,” Luck said. “If that means it’s
a rebuilding process, I guess you can label
it as that. The guys I’m sure are working
very hard, and I just want to get out there
and join them.”

After Luck and Griffin, Texas A&M’s
Ryan Tannehill is expected to be the next
quarterback taken — possibly eighth by
Miami, where he’d be reunited with Mike
Sherman. The new Dolphins offensive co-
ordinator was Tannehill’s head coach the
last four years.

“If I did happen to go there, it would be
good,” said Tannehill, who would compete
with starter Matt Moore. “It would give me
some familiarity with the offense, so I
think it would help ease the transition a lit-
tle bit.”

Oklahoma State’s Justin Blackmon will
likely be the first wide receiver picked,
possibly as high as No. 4 by Cleveland. No-
tre Dame’s Michael Floyd, Georgia Tech’s
Stephen Hill and Baylor’s Kendall Wright
are other receivers who might go in the
opening round.

The 2012 NFL draft prospects pose for a group photo atop the Radio City Music Hall's marquee Wednesday. MARY ALTAFFER/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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must endure wait
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