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The investors intending to
open the Bluegrass Boardwalk
amusement park, formerly Ken-
tucky Kingdom, received pre-
liminary approval Wednesday
from a state board considering
financial incentives for the ven-
ture.

The park is on schedule to be-
gin operating in May 2013, with
predictions that it will attract
600,000 people in its first year.

“We have the dollars, vision,
skills and experience to trans-
form this park into a jewel for
Kentucky,” said Natalie Koch,
one of the four people who
formed Bluegrass Boardwalk
Inc. The Koch family also owns
Holiday World & Splashin’ Safa-

ri water park in Santa Claus,
Ind., and in February received
preliminary approval of a lease
to run the former Kentucky
Kingdom from the Kentucky
State Fair Board.

The Kochs received an initial
clearance Wednesday from the
Kentucky Tourism Develop-
ment Finance Authority of their
request for $3.9 million in tour-
ism tax credits toward the cost

of opening the park at the Ken-
tucky Exposition Center, which
last operated in 2009 and was
abandoned amid a bankruptcy
by the Six Flags organization.

The next step will be for a
consultant to conduct an eco-
nomic-impact study of the pro-
ject to make sure it meets the
statutory requirements for the
tax credits. Requirements in-
clude that the park be open at
least 100 days a year, that it draw
at least 25 percent of its visitors

from out of state and that it has a
positive economic impact on the
state’s general fund.

Gil Lawson, spokesman for
the state cabinet that includes
tourism, said the tourism author-
ity will probably meet in about
two months to give final review
to the tax-credit application, or
after the study is completed. The
Kochs hope to get a rebate of
$3.9 million, or 25 percent of

BOARDWALK’S PLAN ADVANCES
State gives preliminary approval for venture’s financial incentives
By Sheldon S. Shafer
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of riding an express bus in 2010.
TARC ridership for the first

eight months of the current fiscal
year, or through February, in-
creased 10 percent over the same
period a year earlier. TARC coach-
es now have about 50,000 board-
ings most weekdays, spokeswom-
an Kay Stewart said.

“We recognize that a lot of peo-
ple need TARC,” Executive Direc-
tor Barry Barker said in an inter-
view Wednesday. “But to live with-
in our means and remain healthy,
we have got to increase fees and
reduce service.”

TARC’s board recently gave
preliminary approval to the rate
increases and route changes as
part of the 2012-13 operating bud-

Transit Authority of River City
plans to raise all fares, including
raising the one-way adult board-
ing fare from $1.50 to $1.75, effec-
tive July 1.

And, effective Aug. 12, TARC
intends to eliminate 10 routes —
nine of them express routes with
relatively light passenger loads —
and reduce service on eight other
lines. It also is proposing a new
route that would operate exclu-
sively in Southern Indiana, linking
New Albany, Jeffersonville and
Clarksville.

The fare increase for all riders
would be TARC’s first since 2008,
although $1 was added to the cost

TARC fares to rise

Patrons wait for a TARC bus at Sixth and Jefferson streets last June. TARC’s board recently gave preliminary approval for rate
increases and route changes this summer. 2011 PHOTO BY MICHAEL HAYMAN/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

TARC PUBLIC
MEETINGS
» May 15: 11 a.m.-1
p.m., Metro Devel-
opment Center, 444 S.
Fifth St.; 1:30 - 5 p.m.,
TARC headquarters,
Union Station, 1000
W. Broadway.

» May 16: 11 a.m.- 1
p.m., Beargrass Chris-
tian Church, 4100
Shelbyville Road; 5-7
p.m., Clarksville Town
Hall, 2000 Broadway,
Clarksville, Ind.

» May 17: 11 a.m.-1
p.m., Metro Devel-
opment Center, 444 S.
Fifth St.; 5-7 p.m.,
Iroquois Amphithe-
ater, Iroquois Park.

Increase is first since 2008; some routes to be cut

“To live
within our
means and

remain
healthy, we
have got to

increase
fees and

reduce
service.”

BARRY BARKER,
executive director

By Sheldon S. Shafer
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The state Court of Appeals has
overturned a Jefferson Circuit
Court judge’s order that released
a man convicted of attempted
rape from his nine-year prison
sentence.

The commonwealth’s attor-
ney’s office had asked Judge
Charles Cunningham to keep Mi-
chael Todd Settles in prison while
they appealed to a higher court
Cunningham’s decision earlier
this month to release Settles on
shock probation.

But Cunningham issued an or-
der Friday denying that request
and immediately releasing Set-
tles.

On Tuesday, the state Court of
Appeals granted the prosecu-
tion’s request to put Settles back
behind bars pending the appeal,
which argues that Cunningham
took too long in making a decision
to release Settles.

“We are jubilant that Settles
has been taken back into custo-
dy,” said Harry Rothgerber, first
assistant for thecommonwealth’s
attorney’s office. “We always be-
lieved that he needed to be in cus-
tody pending the appeal, due to
the serious nature of the convic-
tion.”

Prosecutors have argued that
defendants have to file a motion
for shock probation at least 30
days after conviction, but no later
than 180 days and, by state law,
the sentencing judge has 70 days
to issue a ruling. Cunningham
took about seven months to make
a decision.

Cunningham ruled that shock
probation decisions routinely
take longer than 70 days and that

Court
sends
man
back to
prison
Settles convicted
of attempted rape
By Jason Riley
jriley@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Ajudgehasorderedthatafired
Louisville Metro Police officer be
reinstated after finding there was
not enough evidence to support his
termination.

Jefferson Circuit Court Judge
Frederic Cowan on Friday re-
versed the Louisville Police Merit
Board’s decision to uphold the July
2010 firing of Walter Baker, a for-
mer Officer of the Year accused of
fraudulently renting Section 8
housing to his mother.

Cowan ruled that the board’s
key conclusions in upholding for-
mer Chief Robert White’s decision

to fire Baker are “not rationally
supported by its factual findings.”

The judge found that the board
—anindependentbodymadeupof
civilians and police officers who
hear disciplinary appeals from of-
ficers — erred in ruling that Baker
“acknowledged” criminal wrong-
doing.

Thomas Clay, Baker’s attorney,
saidtheboardhas30daystodecide
whether to appeal. Mark Dobbins,
the board’s attorney, did not return
a phone call to his office seeking
comment.

“Hopefully they will recognize
thatfiringWalterBakerwasamis-
take and they won’t appeal this

Judge orders
fired city police
officer reinstated
By Jason Riley
jriley@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Army Capt. Daniel H. Utley,
a graduate of the University of
Louisville, was killed Friday
while serving in North Africa,
according to the university’s
McConnell Center.

He had left law school at
U of L to join the military after
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks and was serving with
Army Special Operations when
he was killed in Mali, said Gary
L. Gregg, director of the center.

Details of Utley’s death re-
main scant.

A message left with the Spe-
cial Operations command at

Fort Bragg in Fayetteville,
N.C., where Utley was sta-
tioned with his wife, Katie, also
an Army officer, was not imme-
diately returned. Utley’s family
could not be reached for com-
ment.

Utley received a degree
from U of L in 2001 and gradu-
ated from Glasgow High School
in 1997, Gregg said.

“Dan was in everything he
did to serve,” Gregg said
Wednesday. “That humility is
one of the hallmarks of a great
leader. Dan was always humble,
never bragged about himself,
never did something just to get
his name on something or pad
the resume or jump a hoop.”

Sen. Mitch McConnell re-

called Utley in remarks his
spokesman said he will deliver
on the Senate floor today.

“I got to know Dan well dur-
ing his time in college and real-
ly came to appreciate what a re-
markable young man he was,”
McConnell’s statement says.
“He was extremely smart. He
was one of the most popular stu-

Capt. Daniel H. Utley joined the
Army after Sept. 11, 2001, and
was serving with Army Special
Operations. MCCONNELL CENTER

U of L grad killed
serving in Mali
Details scant on death of Army captain
By Jere Downs
JDowns@Courier-Journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See UTLEY, Page B6

Time: 04-25-2012 21:46 User: mstollhaus PubDate: 04-26-2012 Zone: KY Edition: 1 Page Name: B 1 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


