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SOUTH KOREA’S CHOI WINS 
U.S. WOMEN’S  OPEN - B3

Calipari’s Dominican team misses Olympics - B2

Reds starter Johnny Cueto was 
pulled in the sixth inning with 
a one-run lead and the bases 
loaded but still got his 10th win.

LENNY IGNELZI | ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN DIEGO — This is ex-
actly the way the Cincinnati 
Reds wanted to play.

After struggling for much 
of their longest road trip of 
the season, the Reds erupted 
to win the final three games 
of the swing heading into the 
All-Star break.

All-Star Jay Bruce and 
Ryan Ludwick hit consecutive 
home runs, leading Johnny 
Cueto and the Reds past the 
San Diego Padres 4-2 Sunday.

The win put the Reds one 

game behind Pittsburgh for 
the NL Central lead.

“We needed it big time,” 
Reds Manager Dusty Baker 
said. “We needed it to keep 
up to where we were.”

The Reds took over the 
division lead in late May. But 
when they dropped four of 
seven to start this 11-game 
road trip, Pittsburgh took 
over first place. The Pirates 
won six of seven going into 
the break.

Bruce and Ludwick con-
nected two pitches apart in 
the fourth inning to give Cin-
cinnati a 3-0 lead.

The Reds hit seven home 
runs in winning the final three 
of the four-game series. Cincin-
nati finished 6-5 on its trip.

“We really needed these 
games after the LA series 
where we lost two of three,” 
Ludwick said.

Said Baker: “Everybody 
has been running on fumes. 
I asked them to play through 
the break.”

Ludwick played for San Di-
ego for about one full season 
from the time he was traded 
by St. Louis during the 2010 
season until the Padres dealt 
him to Pittsburgh at the trad-
ing deadline last year.

REDS HOMER 7 TIMES 
IN 3-GAME WIN STREAK

Associated Press

Cincy 
enters 
break 

on a roll

REDS 4, PADRES 2

NEXT GAME
Cardinals at Reds
When: 7:10 p.m. Friday

Pitchers: Cardinals, Wainwright 
(7-8); Reds, Latos (7-2)

TV: FS Ohio

See REDS, B6

WIMBLEDON

WIMBLEDON, England 
— Once the Centre Court 
roof was closed, nothing could 
stop Roger Federer from win-
ning his record-tying seventh 
Wimbledon title.

The 30-year-old Federer 
finally equaled Pete Sampras’ 
record at the All England 
Club, and won his 17th Grand 
Slam title overall, by beating 
Andy Murray 4-6, 7-5, 6-3, 6-4 
Sunday.

“I’m happy that closing the 
roof maybe helped me today, 
because I wasn’t sure if that 
was going to help me or not,” 
Federer said.

Once Murray’s forehand 
landed wide on match point, 
Federer collapsed to the grass 
with tears welling in his eyes. 
He got up quickly and shook 
hands with Murray at the 
net.

Up in the players’ box, 
Federer’s wife and twin 
daughters cheered and smiled 
as he took his seat to await 
yet another Wimbledon tro-
phy presentation.

“When the roof closed, he 
played unbelievable tennis,” 
Murray said.

Federer is now 17-7 in 
Grand Slam finals, including 
7-1 at Wimbledon. Murray 
dropped to 0-4 in major finals, 
with three of those losses 
coming against Federer.

“It’s amazing. It equals me 
with Pete Sampras, who’s my 
hero,” said Federer, who lost 
in the quarterfinals at the All 
England Club in 2010 and ‘11. 
“It just feels amazing.”

Besides Sampras, 1880s 
player William Renshaw also 
won seven Wimbledon titles, 
but he did it at a time when 
the defending champion was 
given a bye into the following 
year’s final.

Sunday’s match was the 
first Wimbledon singles final 
to be played with the roof 
closed. The roof was first used 
on Centre Court in 2009.

Britain has been waiting 
76 years for a homegrown 
men’s champion at the All 
England Club, and the expec-
tations on Murray were huge. 
Thousands of fans watched 
the match on a huge screen 

Magnificent seventh
FEDERER EQUALS HIS IDOL SAMPRAS FOR MOST CHAMPIONSHIPS IN MODERN ERA

By Chris Lehourites
Associated Press

Roger Federer collapsed to the grass after Andy Murray’s wide forehand shot clinched Federer’s seventh Wimbledon title. Federer 
has a 17-7 record in major finals. “It’s amazing. It equals me with Pete Sampras, who’s my hero,” he said.
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See TENNIS, B3

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — The 
green flag dropped on Saturday 
night’s Coke Zero 400 NASCAR race 
with all 57,000 seats in Daytona In-
ternational Speedway’s backstretch 
grandstands empty. 

Wi th  decreased  demand , 
 NASCAR’s most famous track never 
offered those seats for sale, in stark 
contrast to the days when sellouts 
were routine at Daytona and most 
other tracks on racing’s premier 

Sprint Cup series. 
NASCAR, which was once viewed 

as the country’s fastest-growing pro 
sport, continues to grapple with per-
haps its most troubling chronic chal-
lenge: declining ticket sales.

ONCE-BOOMING SPORT NOW STRUGGLING TO FILL SEATS

Tracks’ ticket sales in sharp decline
By David Scott and Andrew Dunn

McClatchy Newspapers

NASCAR

NEXT RACE
Lenox Industrial Tools 301
When: July 15, 1 p.m.

Where: New Hampshire Motor Speedway

Attendance 
at this year’s 
Sprint Cup 
race at Ken-
tucky Speed-
way was down 
dramatically 
from last year.

MICHAEL L. LEVITT 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See NASCAR, B6
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