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It is no secret that college costs
are rising, and they’re rising fast.
Over the course of last year, CNN
reported that the average in-state
tuition for public institutions rose
an astounding 7.9% to $7,605. If
room and board are included, the
average yearly cost has risen to
$16,140.

According to a statistical survey
by Collegeboard,  private
universities are also raising their
tuition. There is an average increase
in tuition of 4.5% to $27,293 per
year. If room and board are added,
the total comes to an overwhelming
$36,993. These rising costs have
not only affected the parents, but
the students as well. In 2011 the
average student who took out a
loan to help pay for college was in
debt $24,000 dollars.

Many colleges and universities give
financial aid through the FAFSA or
EFC (Expected Family Contribution)
and other grants and scholarships, but
many students still have to take out
loans because of the high prices.

“College costs have affected which
college I’m going to choose. My
number one school choice will be
based on which is most affordable for
me,” said Ben Lark, a senior at Berea
Community High School.

Although many colleges seem
unaffordable, there are a select few that
promise to meet all financial needs. In
a survey taken in 2010 by U.S. News,
62 out of the 1,171 institutions which
were surveyed claimed they had met
100% of their students’ financial need.
That claim is one bright spot for
graduating seniors.

 Connor Cartmill, also a senior at
Berea Community High School stated,
“I’ve accepted the fact that I will be
leaving college with some amount of
debt just like so many other college
grads.  All we can do is try to minimalize
it and do our best to use the resources at
our disposal that will help us come up
with a good plan to pay it off.”

Some students who aspire to go to
the college are concerned that their
plans will change dramatically based
on the financial outlook.

College costs
may overwhelm
BCHS students
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by Major McGraw

Placing second at the regional
compeition Feb. 18, senior Taylor
Sat ter thwai te  is headed to the
Governor’s Cup State Finals on
March 10-12 to compete for a title.

She has been an outstanding
competitor for our high school
academic team. She will compete
in  Ar ts  & Humani t ies ,  her
strongest subject.

Taylor takes initiative outside
of practice to develop knowledge
about the subject,  researching
articles on musicians, artists, and
other soures, as well as studying
questions from past competitions.

She said, “It is an honor to
represent the school at the state
level.”

Eight teams are in the region
with Berea, inc luding Pulaski
County,  Danvi l le ,  Madison
Centra l ,  Somerse t  Chr is t ian ,
Lincoln County, South Laurel,
Southwestern High.

The Quick Recall team ended up
in fourth place overall in the regional
competition, getting nudged out of
third place by South Laurel.

It was a very close matchup,
and Berea was up 11-8 at halftime.

Toward the end of the match,
South  Laure l  answered four
questions correctly to tie the game
and send it into overtime.

In overtime, the first team to
score five points would win the
match.  Berea scored two, and
South  Laure l  answered wi th
another two. Berea then scored
another two points making it 4-2,
when South Laurel answered the
last three questions including the
bonus question correctly to win
the match.

“I  was  very  proud of  the i r
performance,” Coach Williams
said. “They fought really hard and
ended up falling behind in the last
few points ,  but  they’re  s t i l l
winners in my book. Collectively,
what  these  s tudents  know
absolutely amazes me.”

This is Mrs. Williams’ fifth year to
coach.

by Braden Mills

On Feb. 24, Berea Community
Elementary School held a Winter
Festival that raised over $3,000 for the
school’s Parent-Teacher Organization.

 Funds were raised via parents and
students purchasing multiple admit-
one tickets upon entering the event,
much like at a carnival.

The event took place in the
elementary circle, where multiple
classrooms had various activities (i.e.
basketball, bingo, a disco room, and

face painting) in which students won
prizes, and the Conkin Gym, where
inflatables, balloon animal-making,
and a cake walk took place.

There was even a silent auction in
one of the classrooms that included
themed gift baskets made by each
grade, gift cards, and two photos
signed by Matthew Mitchell and John
Calipari, who are the University of
Kentucky women’s and men’s
basketball coaches respectively.

“It is a great way for the kids to
have fun and bring money back to

their school,” said elementary
principal Debbie Coleman, who
loved the idea of the festival.

The festival helped the highly
active PTO pay for field trips,
teachers’ supplies, and other
educational projects.

Mrs. Ginetta Ward, PTO secretary,
said, “The toys for prizes for the
activities were collected by parents.”

Other officers of the PTO are
Susan Robinson, president; Laura
Wooten, vice-president; and Kacelia
DeGregorio, treasurer.

by Connor Cartmill

Hopefully most of us can say we
had fond memories of our high school
guidance counselor as I think everyone
should. The current guidance
counselor, Eef Fontanez, has created
many of those fond memories for
students during the past eight years.

A guidance counselor, according
to Eef, is supposed to help remove
all barriers to a student’s learning be
it social, mental, academic, or even
personal. The counselor doesn’t
make solutions for a student’s
problems; rather he or she helps
students find their own solutions and
helps develop the skills needed to
cope with those issues as they
prepare for life after high school.  An
effective counselor should always
put the students first and do whatever
he or she can do to promote the
wellbeing of each and every student.

counselor because I found myself
counseling many students when I was
teaching.  It felt really natural and I
really enjoyed helping students
discover their own solutions to their
own issues.”

He says the constant multitasking
is the most difficult part of his job.
The high school guidance office
coordinates many programs besides
the counseling services.  These
include ILP completions, scheduling

for all students, coordinating the
registration of students who take
college classes, coordinating college
and military recruiting visits, and
counselors oversee all testing
programs such as ACT and PSAT.

With such a busy job comes a lot
of stress which requires a good self-
care plan so one doesn’t get burned
out by it all.  Eef said, “I try very hard
to exercise, workout at Seabury, and
walk Lucky my dog.  I also have a
great support system surrounded by
great coworkers, friends, and family.”

Despite all of the stress that comes
along with being a guidance counselor,
the job is also very rewarding.  “The most
rewarding part of my job is to see the
students grow and mature into awesome
young adults and for them to receive their
college acceptance letters and to know
that they will make the world a better
place,” said Eef, who implied that these
rewards make all the stresses of the job
seem like a small price to pay.

BCHS guidance counselor crucial to student success

Senior Taylor
Satterthwaite
to compete at state
Governor’s Cup
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by Sibyl Galloway

The morning of Feb. 23, 28
members of Berea’s middle school
Beta  Club left for state convention
and returned Feb. 24. The Junior Beta
Club is a national club that stands for

Berea Community Elementary
School participates in Jump
Rope for Heart fundraiser
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Mrs. Tina Williams, art teacher, is  assist-
ing a student who is participating in the
Jump Rope for Heart festivities on Feb.
17, raising $6,305 for the organization.
Jump Rope for Heart  is  a national
fundraising program co-sponsored by
American Alliance for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation and Dance and the
American Heart Association.

Better Educated Teens of America
and is made up of  students with high
academic achievement.

The convention was held at the
Galt House in Louisville, KY. Mrs.
Charlotte Haycraft, high school Beta
sponsor, and Mrs. Sherry Schloemer,

FBLA sponsor, were the teachers who
accompanied the group on the trip.

“We had never done anything like
that. It was a great experience for us
as middle school kids to prepare us
for senior Beta. None of us had ever
See Middle school Beta, next page

Middle school Beta members attend state convention

Winter Festival raises $3,000 for supplies, activities

Eef said, “I wanted to become a

  Eef Fontanez

Several students look  on as Arica Mullins(center), second grader, proudly displays her balloon headdress cre-
ated by Natalie Lewis, a volunteer for the Winter Festival.

by Paige Edwards

In the upcoming movie The Hunger
Games, the two main characters are
played by fellow Kentuckians,
Jennifer Lawrence and Josh
Hutcherson. The Hunger Games is an
adaptation of the bestselling novel.

The Hunger Games centers around
Katniss Everdeen, who  is the main
character along with Peeta Mellark,
Katniss’ childhood acquaintance.
Katniss and Peeta are played by
Lawrence and Hutcherson
respectively.

Louisville native, Jennifer
Lawrence was an energetic high
school student. She was involved in
cheerleading, field hockey, softball
and modeling.

At 14, she traveled to New York
to set up auditions, where she was
discovered. After few talent
auditions, agents encouraged her to
stay in New York City for the summer
and her career began to blossom.

Her first roles were in MTV
commercials and the movie, The
Devil You Know. Shortly after, she
began to gain larger roles in X-Men:

Upcoming ‘The Hunger Games’
movie stars have Kentucky roots

the Street and The Hunger Games.
 Some of her accomplishments are

being the second youngest Oscar
nominee for best actress in a leading
role and appearing in two Sundance
Grand Jury prize winners.

Also Josh Hutcherson, a Kentucky
native, started acting at a young age.
At the age of four, Hutcherson knew
that he wanted to be an actor.  He and
his family moved to Los Angeles when
he was only nine years old and he
immediately began landing small roles
in film and television.

His first large acting role was in the
2002 television series House Blend.
After playing in many child roles, he
starred in the film The Kids Are All
Right with Julianne Moore. This
critically acclaimed movie was
awarded many honorable mentions and
nominations including four Academy
Award nominations. Now, at the age
of 20, Hutcherson will be featured in
The Hunger Games, which is expected
to be a breakout role.

“I think it gives a great perspective
of Kentucky because there are often a
lot of stereotypes portrayed,” said
senior Braden Mills, who plans to
major in Drama at Berea College.First Class, The House at the End of


