
By Christie Green
Citizen Reporter

The small groups in-
volved in working 
through the various local 
economic development 
options for Berea met last 
Thursday to update every-
one on their refi ned strat-
egies. The small groups 
that have been named 
BEAT (Berea Economic 
Advancement Team) con-
vened on February 23 
at Berea Baptist Church.  
Mayor Connelly opened 
the meeting with infor-
mation about the plans 
for the next visit from Mi-
chael Shuman, a nation-
ally recognized expert on 

local economies who is 
working as a consultant 
with the BEAT group.  At 
that visit, Shuman will 
incorporate all the small 
workgroup plans into a fi -
nal blueprint for economic 
advancement.

Mayor Connelly also de-
scribed how workgroups 
will have an opportunity 
to propose implementa-
tion plans and complete 
applications for the re-
sources needed to put 
their plans into action.  
These applications, which 
can be for funding, tech-
nical assistance, space, or 
other resources, will be re-
viewed by the city council.  
The mayor then opened 

the fl oor for workgroup 
presentations.

Adrian Shelley pre-
sented for the Energy Ef-
fi ciency workgroup.  The 
group is working closely 
with MACED to model 
their proposed “on-bill 
fi nancing” program after 
the “How$martKY” pro-
gram.  The on-bill fi nanc-
ing for energy effi  ciency 
improvements would be 
available to both residen-
tial and business utility 
accounts.  Shelley point-
ed out that this program 
would not only improve 
energy effi  ciency and re-
duce peak demand for the 
community, it will also 

By Rachel Tsvetanov
Special to the Citizen

On Saturday, Feb. 18, Berea 
College hosted more than 
400 students and staff  mem-
bers from across Kentucky 
for the annual TRIO Day 
celebration.  High school 
and college students from 13 
schools brought teams and 
competed in scholars’ bowls, 
debates and academic com-
petitions.  The day focused 
on promoting the ideas that 

drive TRIO programs: aca-
demic success, pre-college 
planning and student sup-
port.  In the morning, teams 
from across Kentucky bat-
tled to represent their pro-
grams at the regional and 
national levels.  Kristina 
Carter and Sean Riley of the 
Berea College Student Sup-
port Services (SSS) team 
took fi rst place in the SSS/
McNair Debate competition. 
The Berea College Upward 
Bound Math and Science 

team, which included Berea 
Community High School 
student Christina Benedict, 
placed second in the Schol-
ars’ Bowl. Austin Lawson, a 
junior at Estill County High 
School, was chosen to rep-
resent Berea College at the 
regional competition in At-
lanta, Georgia this spring.  

Berea College has a long 
history of involvement with 
federal TRIO programs, be-
ginning in 1967 with Up-

Submitted to the Citizen

The local option election, also known as the 
wet/dry election, for the East Berea precinct 
will take place on April 3, 2012, for voters 
in that precinct to weigh in on whether they 
want to permit historical restaurants to serve 
alcohol. The mail-in and in-house absentee 
voting will begin on February 28.

This election is limited to residents of the 
East Berea precinct. Their ballot on April 3 will 
read, “Are you in favor of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages by the drink at qualifi ed historic 
sites in the A102B East Berea precinct?”

“Preparation and execution of a local option 
election is no diff erent than how we prepare 
for a primary or general election,” Madison 
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

The Home Run 5K to help 
raise money for The Matt 

Ross Fund takes place 
March 17.

B1

Farristown Flyers win 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade District 

volleyball tournament.
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BereaC
Rebel Run: City, Police, School, Respond

Photo Submitted
Above Sean Riley and Kristina Carter, students at Berea College, prepare for their competition. As the Berea College Student 
Support Services team, they won � rst place in the debate competition on Feb. 18.

SEE REBEL, PAGE A5

SEE BEAT, PAGE A14

SEE TRIO, PAGE A7
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By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

After the Berea community was torn 
apart in the aftermath of the “Rebel 
Run” last year, the Berea Police Depart-
ment, Madison Southern High School 
and the newly formed Berea Human 
Rights Commission took a proactive 
stance to prevent the caravan from 
having such a negative impact this go 
around. The Berea HRC reserved the 
room in the Municipal Building on 
Monday night for a community discus-
sion around the Rebel Run, in the event 
that it did take place again. After the 
Rebel caravan charged forward on Fri-
day night, the Berea HRC went ahead 
with facilitating the meeting.

“We in the community want to look 
at how we might move forward, be-
yond the Rebel Run,” Mae Suramek, 
the chair of the Berea Human Rights 
Commission, said at the Monday meet-
ing, “to help educate the students and 
community members about the eff ect 
of such an event. This year a lot of good 
folks stepped up and intervened and 
made some intentional moves to make 

Wet/Dry 
Election 
April 3

SEE WET, PAGE A5

Tanya Stewart/The Citizen
Paula Maionchi admires a stained glass piece by Glen and Marsha 
VanWinkle. The piece was available by silent auction at the Chili Night Out 
Saturday, the fundraiser for the Berea Arts Council.

Over 400 Travel to Berea 
to Compete in TRIO Day

Photo Submitted 
Participants of the Rebel Run on Friday show o�  their Southern and Confederate symbols. The group convened at Indian Fort Theater to form the 
caravan that would drive to Richmond . The Rebel Run event has attached itself to the Madison Southern basketball team when it faces Madison 
Central in the District tournament. Police , Madison Southern and the Human Rights Commission partnered this year to lessen its negative impact.

BEAT Groups Refi ne Goals

Safer Riding to 
Berea School

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

Bikers to Berea Community School may fi nd 
their path easier in the next few years, as the 
City of Berea looks at putting in bike lanes in 
the streets that eventually connect to the en-
trances to the school.

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE A7


