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DORIE CORNET T and her husband are raising their last garden.

AFTER 64 GARDENS IN 64 YEARS, THE CORNETTS ARE QUITTING

Willie Cornett planted his first garden in 1907. Sixty-fo- ur years
and sixty-fo- ur gardens later, he and his wife Dorie decided that
this year would be their last crop. They are both eighty- - four
years old, and Willie has been sick, so they are planning to take
a rest.

The Cornetts were born and raised on Dry Fork. Dorie's parents
were William R. Brown and Peggy Margaret Combs, who raised
her in a house iust up the holler from the Cornett 's place. Willie
grew up farther down Dry Fork. His parents were Steve Cornett
("named for old man Steve Caudill, who used to run the water
mill on Sandlick," says Willie) and Betty Mullins.
Willie described the Dry Fork he knew when he was young, and

Dorie nodded and laughed in agreement. "You used to be able
to holler all the way up the creek. There were only three or
four houses on up through there, and Uncle Ben would holler up
to Uncle John, and he'd holler further up to the next one, and
that's how they'd get messages passed along.
The Cornetts live near the old Crown Post Office, and there's

still a lot of open country there, but to those who grew up on Dry
Fork it seems heavily populated. "We almost have a town here
now, " is the Cornett's feeling.

In the 1920 s, Willie moved away to Breathitt County to work
as a section foreman on the railroad. He was in charge of 6 12
miles of track, and he kept that job until 1932 when he decided
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WILLIE CORNETT

Letters the editor
About photo

To the Editor:

With reference to the small
photo in this weeks Eagle, it
was taken on Main Street of
Whitesburg and is the Fltz- -

recalls bygone days.

patrick Drug Store, rhe
building, was later moved to
the site where the present Post
Office Building is located. The
man in the panama hat is
Doug Day (my father) standing
nearby is Dj. Fltzpatrick and
B. Fields, in white jacket,
who was the "Soda Jerker. "

to move back to his home
county. Both of Willie's
children were born while he
lived outside Letcher County.
His daughter by his first mar-
riage is Iona Fugate, who
has raised eleven children of
her own in Breathitt County.

Red Cornett, Willie and Do-

rie s son, lives in Campbellt-vlll- e,

Ky. and works for the
Carnation Milk Co. He and
his wife have three daughters
and two sons.

Most of their grandchildren
have grown up and are start-
ing families of their own.
"It's hard to keep track, but
we have about as many great-
grandchildren as grandchil-
dren now, so I guess there are
15 or 16 of them. "

The Cornetts have seen many
changes during their eight- - four
years. They say that times
nave improved since the day
when local merchants wouldn't
let any factories come in to
take away their business, but
they don't know what will hap-
pen now with all the young
people who are coming back
and looking for work.

Willie has noticed that "all
my life, people have moved

way to look for work, and
then they come back. If they
don't come back, their chil-
dren will. They just seem to
like it here. "

One of the main drawbacks
of the people coming back in,
according to Willie, is that
"the names are getting com-
plicated. The way it used to
be, everyone around here was
named for someone else, and
It was easy to remember. But
there are some people now
whose names I can't even pro-
nounce. "

Aside from this small com-
plication, Willie and Dorie
Cornett are happy to see then
come.

LAURAN EMERSON

to
The youngster at bottom of
photo in baseball cap is none
other than Oscar Lewis. With
him is Silas (Spider) Fields
and Henry Pritchard, both
deceased, in the larger photo-
graph, the child at the ex
treme right is Myrtle Webb

(Continued on Page 3)

UNSAFETY IN THE MINES

No major coal mine tragedies have occured in
the last few months, so from appearances things
would seem to be well for the men who go into
the pits and shafts. Then also, the Federal Coal
Mine Health and Safety Act of 1969 -- - a moder-
ately tough piece of legislation has been on
the books since April, 1970.

The grim fact is, however, that death and Injury
stalk the coalfields with much the same brutality
that has taken more than 100, 000 lives since 1900.
Even more so. According to the Department of the
Interior, in the 14 months since the provisions of
the 1969 act have been in effect, 297 coal miners
have been accidentally killed through June 1, 1971;

in a comparable 14- - month period immediately be-

fore the act (February, 1969 through March, 1970),
220 miners died.

(Two weeks ago), the General Accounting Office,
the investigative arm of Congress, Issued a report
on how the Bureay of Mines of the Interior Depart-
ment has been carrying out the new legislation.
Those who suspected the worst were given the un-

happy news that their dark suspicions were right.
The Bureau of Mines' "policies for enforcing

health and safety standards have been at times,
exttemely lenient, confusing, uncertain and un-

equitable. " The GAO review examined the bu-

reau's district offices at Mount Hope, W.Va. and
Norton, Va., offices that were responsible for en-
forcing the act at some 1, 945 mines, or about 80
percent of the country's underground coal sites.
Through Dec. 31, 1970, the bureau had made only
31 percent of the required safety inspections and one
percent of the required health inspections; it had
approved 47 percent of the required roof control
plans, 10 percent of the required ventilation plans
and 44 percent of the required fan- - stoppage plans.

As lax as the bureau has been, it has some de-
fense in the suddenness with which the 1969 act was
passed; thus, both districts had a shortage of field
workers and could not recruit or train new ones as
fast as the law demanded.
Another reason -- - one far less understandable or

the poor enforcement of the law is the Nixon
administration's lack of concern about coal mine
safety. It lobbied to weaken the 1969 act before
passage, it fired an able director of the bureau in
March, 1970 (and then left the directorship vacant
for seven months), and early this year a coal mine
safety advisory committee in the Interior Depart
ment was saddled with several persons who had little
or no familiarity with safety matters but were strong-
ly tied to the Republican Party.

What is perhaps most disquieting in the GAO re-
port is the behavior of the mine owners. As incom-
plete as the federal inspections were, not only were
excessive violations found but the same ones at the
same mines kept recurring. Regarding combustible
materials and rock dusting, "of 963 violations ci-
ted at 32 mines (In the Mount Hope district), "

said the icport, "nearly 560, or over half, were
repeat violations. " The pattern was not isolated.

The coal industry is neither accustomed to strong
safety laws enforced by the government nor to po-

licing by itself. But because the owners have cho-
sen in the past to put small value on the safety of
their workers - -- as the statistics grimly prove he

issue is now being forced on them. The 1969
act largely resulted from outrage over the Farm-ingto- n,

W.Va., disaster were 78 died. Another
tragedy should not be needed to convince the Bu-

reau of Mines, the Nixon administration or the
operators -- - especially the larger companies
that something is wrong in the coalfields and
that more safety enforcement is a way to right
it.

-- - The Washington Post

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE is published every Thursday
at 120 West Main Street, Whitesburg, Letcher Coun-
ty, Kentucky, 41858. Thomas E. Gish is the editor
and publisher. Second- - class postage paid at Whites-
burg, Ky. Subscription rates, $5 a year in Kentucky,
$7 a year outside Kentucky. Single copies, 15 cents.
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A LETTER (at left) identifies this picture.


