
By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

Daffodil is shy. 
Becky sounds like a squirrel when 

she lays her eggs. 
Each one of Sadie Burge’s show 

chickens has 
a funny name 
and a personal-
ity, she said. 

“They like 
to talk to each 
other a lot,” 
Sadie, who will 
be turning 11 
on Friday, said. 

“I don’t 
want a rooster, 
because they 
crow too loud. 
I’m not going 
to get up at 4 
o’ clock in the 

morning to make the chickens be 
quiet.”

Sadie, a Lawrenceburg city resi-
dent, started raising chickens on her 
home’s 2-acre property with her 
father Brad Burge about two years 

ago to sell eggs. 
At the time, Sadie said, she thought 

chickens were only for farms. 
Now raising chickens is usually 

all she does, she said. Other than play 

softball in the spring.   
But mostly Sadie is watching her 

chickens, selling her eggs around the 

Friday: Isolated storms. High: Upper 80s. 
Low: Lower 70s.

Saturday: Isolated storms. High: Lower 90s. 
Low: Mid-70s.

Sunday: Isolated storms. High: Upper 80s. 
Low: Lower 70s.
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COOL WAY TO COOL OFF
Cameron Robinson of Lawrenceburg leaps from a tree into the Salt River near the 
Four Roses Distillery last Saturday as he and friends attempted to beat the summer 
heat in a local swimming hole.

Suspect says
cops used 

gun to make 
her confess

From staff reports
A woman is claiming that officers 

with the Lawrenceburg Police Depart-
ment forced her to confess 
to a crime by pointing a 
gun at her, threatening to 
take away her children and 
exposing her “drug habit,” 
according to documents on 
file in Anderson County 
District Court.

Heather Hume, 32, of 
201.5 Saffell St., was charged 
last August with falsely reporting an 
incident when a man at that address, 
Zachary Penwell, allegedly shot him-
self in the leg to avoid paying rent and 
claimed he was robbed.

Hume called police following the inci-
dent, but later admitted she knew that 
Penwell was planning to stage the rob-
bery, according to an arrest report on file.

In a motion to suppress that admission, 
attorney Sheilah Kurtz of Frankfort says 
that Hume was interviewed twice by 
Lawrenceburg police officers — the first 
time with video and audio, the second 
with just audio.

“A review of the audio reveals the 
critical oral admission was the result of 
police misconduct,” Kurtz wrote in her 
motion, which was filed in May and has 

Hume claims police used pistol, 
daughters, drug threat to coerce her

Hume

14 sickened
by virus at

Heritage Hall
Health director praises senior home 

staff for fast response to illness
By Ben Carlson

News staff

More than a dozen residents of senior 
care facility Heritage Hall were sickened 
last week when a highly contagious air-
borne food virus spread though the facil-
ity, health officials confirmed Monday 
morning.

Tim Wright, interim director of the 
Anderson County Health 
Department, confirmed the 
illnesses, saying the facility 
had been infected with nor-
vovirus, which has gained 
notoriety over the past sev-
eral years from outbreaks 
on cruise ships.

Norvovirus causes vomit-
ing, diarrhea and other flu-

like symptoms.
As of Monday, Wright said 14 of the 

facility’s 105 residents had been sickened. 
He said none of those who have contract-
ed the virus have needed to be hospital-
ized, and all are expected to recover.

 “We were called Tuesday morning 
around 11:15,” Wright said. “It appears it 
came from outside of the facility. Had it 
come from the inside, it would have been 
a big blowup.”

Norovirus is the most common cause 
of acute gastroenteritis in the United 
States, according to information on the 
federal Center for Disease Control’s web-
site.

Each year, it causes about 21 million 
illnesses and contributes to about 70,000 
hospitalizations and 800 deaths. Noro-

Wright

From the chicken coop to center stage 
Lawrenceburg fifth grader to show 
prize-winning chickens at state fair

Photo by Meaghan Downs

Homeschool student Sadie Burge, 10, gets up close and personal with one of her favorite
show hens Millie. Burge will compete at the state fair this month, bringing Millie and one
other show chicken, Bella, with her. 

Teams sought for
Burgoo Cook-off

From staff reports
Think your burgoo is Anderson Coun-

ty’s best?
Here’s your chance to prove it and help 

out a good cause at the same time.
Teams are now being sought for the 

second-annual Burgoo Cook-off, sched-
uled for Saturday, 
Sept. 29 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on the Law-
renceburg Green.

Entry is free, but 
team space is lim-
ited. Teams partici-
pating last year have 
the right of first 
refusal.

Here’s how it works: All funds raised 
will be donated to the Anderson County 
Sheriff’s Office’s Shop With a Cop pro-
gram, which provides Christmas gifts for 
children.

Team entry, and admission to the 
event, is free.

Judging is done by those willing to 
donate $2.

Each judge is given a scorecard and 
asked to rate each team’s burgoo and 
booth presentation on a scale of 1 to 10.

How to enter
To enter a team in the 

Burgoo Cook-off, 
email Ben Carlson at 
bcarlson@theander-
sonnews.com.

See COOK-OFF, Page A2 See CHICKENS, Page A3

See VIRUS, Page A2 See COERCION, Page B2

She’s a winner
Sadie Burge’s  successes 

include grand cham-
pion of the Mercer 
County Fair poultry 
show, where she also 
took home first place 
and class champion in 
both large fowl and 
Bantam divisions.

She also won the show-
manship category for 
her division at the 
Franklin County fair. 
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