
The State Journal 
encourages readers to 
submit letters to the 
editor for publication by 
noon Wednesday for the 
following Sunday’s paper. 
All letters must contain the 
writer’s full name, mailing 
address and telephone 
number for purposes of 
verification. The State 
Journal will not withhold 
the name of a writer. Any 
letter received without 
a mailing address and 
phone number will not 
be published. The State 
Journal will not publish 
thank-you letters, obvious 
form letters or letters 
addressed to third parties 
or to the public at large. 
Any letter may be rejected 
at editors’ discretion. 
All letters submitted for 
publication are subject to 
editing for length, form 
and content. Letters may 
be no more than 500 words 
long. Letters may be mailed 
to Letters to the Editor, 
The State Journal, 1216 
Wilkinson Blvd., Frankfort, 
KY 40601; or e-mailed to 
rherron@state-journal.com.

County should 
ban smoking

To the Editor:
When I moved to Frank-

fort with my parents almost 
eight years ago, I went with 
them to the courthouse for 
their new drivers’ licenses. I 
waited on them to fill out the 
paperwork and a man be-
hind one of the desks struck 
up a conversation with me. 
He asked if I liked my new 
school and commented on 
my Southern Little League 
Pee Wee Ball T-shirt. Before 
we left the courthouse that 
day, Ted Collins had giv-
en me a warm welcome to 
Frankfort, lots of batting tips 
and a softball, which he au-
tographed.

I doubt that Mr. Collins 
would recognize me today, 
but I would like to shake 
his hand and thank him 
for bringing the idea of a 
countywide smoking ban 
back to the Fiscal Court’s 
agenda. Since it is a scien-
tifically proven fact that sec-
ondhand smoke is harmful 
to all people, it only stands 
to reason that the county 
should follow the example of 
the City of Frankfort and en-
act an ordinance prohibiting 
smoking in all public places. 

It is a fact that restaurants 
do not lose business and 
their profits do not decrease 
where smoking is banned. It 
is a fact that the health and 
wellness of citizens improves 
and recovers once smoking 
bans are enacted. It is a fact 
that tobacco use is decreas-
ing as more people are real-
izing how dangerous it is to 
their health. It is also a fact 
that school systems, along 
with government agencies 
and private entities are dis-
allowing smoking to protect 
people who would fall vic-
tim to noxious secondhand 
smoke.

I believe Cracker Barrel 
demonstrated a good deci-
sion to remain a non-smok-
ing restaurant (despite being 
located in the county). This 
is an indication of the grow-
ing trend of establishments 
choosing to make clean air 
a priority for customers and 
employees. Other restau-
rants have nothing to fear in 
joining their ranks.

I hope our county magis-
trates will carefully consider 
the opportunity before them 
as they hear the first read-
ing of the county’s smoke-
free ordinance on April 12. 
I hope other residents of 
Franklin County who be-
lieve we are better off with-
out secondhand smoke will 
join me in making their po-
sition known to our elected 
officials. I hope I get to see 
Ted Collins’ signature on the 
county’s clean air ordinance 
– and thank him for his sig-
nature on my softball.
Mary ElizabEth Wood
Frankfort

A sad model 
for our kids

To the Editor:
I was appalled and dis-

appointed to see pictures of 
teachers at Bondurant Mid-
dle School dressed as char-
acters from the book and 
film “The Hunger Games” on 
the front page of the March 
23 State Journal. One teacher 
was dressed as the lead char-
acter Katniss and included a 
bow and arrows as part of 
her costume. The character 
in the book uses this weapon 
to help her kill the other chil-
dren in the games.  

I know that the film stars 
two Kentucky natives and 

has received a lot of hype 
from the media including 
Good Morning America and 
other TV programs, news-
papers, educational organi-
zations and the Paul Sawyer 
Library.  I wonder how many 
of these people have read 
this book and really under-
stand it is a book about chil-
dren killing other children. 

The plot involves a futur-
istic community controlled 
by the wealthy people who 
live in the “Capitol.” Every-
one else lives in the 12 im-
poverished areas of the 
country. Once a year the 
“Capitol” conducts a lottery 
to select two children from 
each area to compete in the 
“Hunger Games.” These 
children are then forced to 
leave their homes and are 
trained by the “Capitol” to 
kill the other children. These 
games are designed by the 
sponsors (the “Capitol”) for 
their amusement. Only the 
winner receives any type 
of monetary benefits.  The 
other families receive no 
compensation for the death 
of their child.  The game has 
lots of twists and turns that 
are very violent and cruel-
ly designed to entertain the 
sponsors. After training, the 
children are placed in an en-
closed area where they must 
kill or be killed until only 
one person survives.

The people of the 12 com-
munities are forced to con-
tinuously watch the partic-
ipants being killed on big 
screen TV. How would you 
like to be forced to watch 
your child being killed for 
the amusement of others?  
Every night the participants 
can look at the sky to see 
pictures of all the children 
killed that day. 

Also, in the March 25 pa-
per there were interviews 
with adults and children 
who had read this book.  One 
student stated it was the first 
book that she/he had com-
pletely read. If your child 
reads just one book do you 
want it to be a book about 
children killing other chil-
dren? 

I am a mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother 
and a  retired teacher. Has 
the classroom changed so 
much in the last few years 
that we no longer teach chil-
dren to respect themselves 
and others?  In this time, 
when violence and bullying 

is everywhere, do we as par-
ents and educators want to 
send the message that vio-
lence is OK?  I sure hope this 
is not the message we are 
sending to our children. 

I know there will be peo-
ple who disagree with me 
and cite the merits of this 
book, such as a big sister’s 
love for her sister, but the 
plot is about children killing 
other children. Can we not 
find more appropriate role 
models for our children?  I 
sure hope so.
linda atWood
Frankfort

Legislature 
under guard

To the Editor:
I cannot imagine why 

armed guards, roped-off 
rooms and closed blinds 
are needed by our Gener-
al Assembly to discuss the 
Commonwealth’s budget. 
Jim Waters of the Bluegrass 
Institute has pretty much 
explained the actions, but 
who can justify – in Amer-
ica, in our Commonwealth 
– guards for budget discus-
sions? That does not com-
municate transparency and 
openness.

The hallway leading to 
Room 131 of the Capitol An-
nex, where the state budget 
conference committee was 
meeting, was roped off with 
a guard preventing reporters 
from entering the room.

“Armed guards, roped-
off rooms and closed blinds 
do not communicate trans-
parency and openness. If 
taxpayer funds are being 
respected and spent re-
sponsibly, then why not get 
rid of the ropes, blinds and 
guards?” asked Logan Mor-
ford, vice president of trans-
parency for the Bluegrass In-
stitute, Kentucky’s free-mar-
ket think tank.

Reporters were forced 
to watch the proceedings, 
which are broadcast on Ken-
tucky Educational Televi-
sion, outside the room in 
which budget negotiations 
were being held.

“One public-TV cam-
era doth not transparency 
make,” said Waters. “Would 
politicians rushing to fin-
ish their budget work so they 
can get to New Orleans and 
watch a Final Four basket-

ball game be content with 
staying home and watching 
the game on TV?”

What a misguided, non-
functional group, our Gen-
eral Assembly.
JiM andErson stivErs
Frankfort

The power 
of prayer

To the Editor:
I am really fascinated 

at some of the letters that 
are being published in The 
State Journal. A recent arti-
cle by Mr. Greer really takes 
the cake, “Did prayer shift a 
tornado?” How in the world 
is someone so vain to write 
this as an editorial, much 
less to publish it? There have 
been a few articles that I 
have sent in about miscella-
neous issues that were never 
published and this editorial 
would go in the paper.

It was wonderful to see 
a video about a lady having 
enough faith to pray to God 
as a storm was approach-
ing and the tornado cloud 
receded into the sky dur-
ing her prayer. Praise God. 
It had nothing to do with 
how someone prayed, what 
church they went to, how 
much they put into the offer-
ing plate. It strictly had to do 
with her having enough faith 
in God to instead of panick-
ing and hiding and thinking 
she could fix it herself, she 
knew and didn’t care who 
saw, that she needed God to 
help her through the storm. 
There are plenty of storms in 
everyone’s life and too many 
times when we could and 
should do the easy thing and 
pray to God for guidance but 
we choose to handle it our-
selves. To criticize the wom-
an that was on a video is just 
pathetic. If each and every 
one of us would have a faith 
like this in our daily lives the 
world would be a much bet-
ter place.

It is terrible for all that 
damages and loss of life 
were incurred during these 
storms. The loss of life is al-
ways tragic but discrediting 
the lady praying and dis-
crediting God is also tragic. 
I realize issues like this are 
controversial, and sitting 
around and bickering about 
why God didn’t do this and 
why God let this happen, we 

would be good to remem-
ber a time when Jesus was 
on the cross and those same 
questions arose: “If you’re 
really the king of kings, save 
yourself.” But Jesus knew 
why he was there and what 
his job was and that they just 
didn’t understand. Just like 
then, he still sees the “big 
picture.” We don’t know why 
bad things happen, or why it 
looks like to us he could’ve 
made things better but 
chose not to. We just have to 
know and believe and have 
faith that he has a plan and 
he knows better and that we 
don’t understand but trust 
that he does and we will 
know all the answers soon 
enough.
JErry blackburn
Frankfort

Bagdad will 
honor heroes

To the Editor:
I am writing to inform the 

public of a community event 
that will honor Kentucky’s 
military  heroes.

On May 12, Bagdad Days, 
sponsored by Bagdad Bap-
tist Church, will celebrate 20 
years. As part of this celebra-
tion, the community will pay 
special honor to those Ken-
tuckians who have served 
in military combat for our 
country. The Bagdad Days 
parade at 10 a.m. will show-
case all active and veteran 
military personnel from 
World War II, the Cold War, 
Korean War, Vietnam War, 
Iran-Iraq War, Gulf War and 
the War on Terror. We invite 
all Kentucky past and pres-
ent combat military indi-
viduals to this event to be 
recognized as a hero. If you 
are interested in being a part 
of the Bagdad Days parade, 
please contact me at 502-
633-9444.

In addition to the military 
recognition, several other 
activities are planned, in-
cluding a community quilt 
show at 9 a.m. If you have a 
personal quilt or one made 
by a deceased relative with 
connection to the Bagdad 
community and would like 
to display it, contact Kathy 
Marion at 502-220-3999.
JEanna FostEr
Shelbyville
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“Joke Time Jumbles”Premier 
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By Frank Longo
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The following editorial appeared in the Los An-
geles Times on Tuesday, March 27:

Was President Obama 
playing a political 
race card when he ob-
served that, if he had a 

son, the boy would look like Tray-
von Martin? That’s what Newt 
Gingrich and Rick Santorum are 
claiming.

“What the president said, in a 
sense, is disgraceful,” Gingrich 
told Fox News. “Is the president 
suggesting that if it had been a 
white who had been shot, that 
would be OK, because it didn’t 

look like him? Trying to turn it in-
to a racial issue is fundamentally 
wrong.” Santorum said Obama 
was using “these types of horri-
ble and tragic individual cases to 
try to drive a wedge in America.” 
Over the weekend, David Plouffe, 
a White House adviser, called the 
two Republican candidates’ com-

ments “reprehensible.”
That they were – especial-

ly Gingrich’s implication that 
Obama would be indifferent to the 
killing of a white youngster. And 
yet Obama’s comments were more 
than just a statement of the obvi-
ous or an attempt to empathize 
with Martin’s grieving parents. It 
doesn’t take a lot of deconstruc-
tion to recognize that his oblique 
reference to skin color referred to 
a possibility on lots of minds – that 
the Florida teenager might still be 
alive if he hadn’t been black.

Was that appropriate? Or, in 
even alluding to the possibility of 

race as a factor, was the president 
prejudging George Zimmerman, 
the neighborhood watch volun-
teer who claims that Martin, not 
he, was the aggressor? Accord-
ing to a report Monday in the Or-
lando Sentinel, police sources say 
Martin punched Zimmerman 
and slammed his head into the 
ground, an account reportedly 
supported by witnesses.

Those offended by Obama’s re-
marks appear driven not by genu-
ine offense but by a desire to spar 
with the president. He did not in-
dict Zimmerman but instead was 
careful to say that he welcomed 

state, federal and local investiga-
tions “to figure out exactly how 
this tragedy happened.”

It’s possible to reserve judg-
ment on those investigations, and 
to grant Zimmerman the pre-
sumption of innocence, and at 
the same time remind the nation 
that the lives of young black men 
too often have been undervalued 
in this society, and not just by the 
criminal justice system. That, we 
think, is what Obama was trying 
to do with his observation that 
Trayvon Martin could have been 
the son of the president of the 
United States.

Obama criticized for allusion to slain teen’s race
Those offended by 
Obama’s remarks appear 
driven not by genuine 
offense but by a desire to 
spar with the president.


