
Construction for the res-
taurant began in 2009 and 
a dismal economy slowed 

construction on the 15,300-
square-foot building.

The restaurant seats 485 
customers and offers arcade 
games for entertainment.

“It’s not just an opportu-
nity to better the lives of the 
kids who are coming in and 
out of the school every day, 
but to legitimately influence 
the way that our government 
sees education and what it’s 
supposed to be,” he said.

“There’s no better way to 
show what works than to do 
it right in their hometown, 
right where they’re spend-
ing a lot of time.”

He said the FCHS faculty 
must unite behind a com-
mon goal to succeed. He 
doesn’t know what that is 
yet – it will be up to the en-
tire staff to decide – but it 
will deal with kids’ readi-
ness for college and careers 
after graduation.

Trimble County High 
School, where he has served 
as principal since 2008, 
made that shift upon his ar-

rival. Sampson said the staff 
decided to focus on pre-
paring students for the real 
world instead of boosting 
scores on annual statewide 
exams.

The decision was the right 
one for students, he said, 
though test results took a 
hit.

The percentage of stu-
dents passing state reading 
exams dropped slightly from 
65 percent to 62 percent last 
year, and math proficien-
cy fell from 34 percent to 26 
percent. 

The state Department of 
Education in October named 
Trimble County High School 
as one of 19 “persistent-
ly low-achieving schools” 
statewide, falling in the low-
est 5 percent of test scores 
among schools that haven’t 
achieved federal goals for 
three or more years.

Sampson said he learned 
a lot from the experience, 
which included a leadership 
assessment by a team of ed-
ucators, parents and others 
trained in the process. The 
group recommended the 
next steps to help the school 
make improvements.

Since then, the state has 
moved to an accountability 
model that measures high 
schools’ progress by the end-
of-course exams, the ACT 
college entrance test and 
other readiness measures.

Sampson says he expects 
Trimble County High School 
will jump from the bottom 5 
percent to the top 30 percent 
next year under the new sys-
tem. 

He plans a similar focus 
for FCHS, where the average 
ACT score has increased by a 
little less than a point since 
2008, from 18.2 to 19 on a 36-

point scale.
During that same period 

of time at Trimble County 
High School, the average 
ACT score went from 16.9 to 
19 last year. Sampson says he 
expects it will hit 21 when re-
sults are released this fall. 

Key to uniting the FCHS 
staff and administration to-
ward the goal of college and 
career readiness is making 
sure “the teachers feel val-
ued and are recognized as 
the professionals they are,” 
he said.

Sampson says he re-
viewed the results of a state-
wide survey of educators’ 
working conditions released 
last May. 

The results show that 
FCHS teachers ranked their 
school below the state aver-
age in all measures of teach-
er leadership, such as feeling 
recognized as experts, trust-

ed to make classroom deci-
sions and able to solve prob-
lems as a group.

“I do not have all the an-
swers, and I would never 
claim to go into the school 
and say ‘Here’s how we’re 
going to fix this,’” Sampson 
said.

“But what I do have is ex-
perience in making some 
good, positive changes, and 
I’ll be surrounded by 50-plus 
individuals who are well-
trained and knowledgeable, 
who can bring so much to 
the table.”

Sampson earned a psy-
chology degree from the 
University of Kentucky and 
a master’s in special educa-
tion from Georgetown Col-
lege. He received certifica-
tion as a director of pupil 
personnel and superinten-
dent from Eastern Kentucky 
University.

He is president of the Ohio 
Valley Association of School 
Administrators and serves 
on the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education’s Princi-
pals Advisory Council.

The Georgetown native is 
married to Brooke, whom he 
met at the University of Ken-
tucky. The couple has three 
children – Ainsley, 5, Tripp, 
3, and Oliver, 1 – and Brooke 
is expecting their fourth.

“I am excited about wel-
coming Mr. Sampson to our 
leadership team and am 
confident that his experi-
ence and leadership skills 
will be a tremendous asset 
to our district,” Superinten-
dent Harrie Buecker said in 
a statement.  

“I truly believe that he is 
a great fit for leading Frank-
lin County High School stu-
dents, staff and parents to 
the next academic level.”
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FITCHBURG, Wis. (AP) –
Appearing ever-more confi-
dent in Wisconsin’s primary, 
Republican presidential can-
didate Mitt Romney focused 
entirely on Democratic Pres-
ident Barack Obama during 
a campaign trip through this 
upper Midwestern battle-
ground and predicted a vic-
tory that could effectively 
seal the nomination for him 
Tuesday.

“We’re looking like we’re 
going to win this thing on 
Tuesday,” Romney told sup-
porters, suggesting he could 
also claim wins in Mary-
land and the District of Co-
lumbia that day. “If I can get 
that boost also from Wiscon-
sin I think we’ll be on a path 
that’ll get me the nomina-
tion well before the conven-
tion.”

At the same time, fading 
rival Rick Santorum sought 
to stoke doubts about Rom-
ney’s conservative creden-
tials on the last weekend 
of campaigning before the 
critical showdown. It’s San-
torum’s last chance to prove 
his strength in the industri-
al heartland, where he’s said 
he can challenge Obama but 
where Romney has beaten 
him consistently.

Still, Romney nodded to-
ward evangelical conserva-
tives Saturday, acknowledg-
ing the doubts in the former 
Massachusetts governor that 
linger with these voters, and 
foreshadowing the balanc-
ing act that will face him in 
the months to come.

“President Obama be-

lieves in a government-cen-
tered society. He believes 
government guiding our 
lives will do a better job in 
doing so than individuals,” 
Romney told more than 
1,000 Wisconsin conserva-
tives at a Faith and Freedom 
Coalition meeting in the 
heart of GOP-heavy Wauke-
sha County. The county, just 
west of Milwaukee, is home 
to the state’s largest evangel-
ical mega-churches.

Romney, tagged by oppo-
nents as rich and detached, 
appealed to the spectrum of 
households he will need in 
the fall should he remain on 
the likely course to the GOP 
nomination. He mentioned 
a single mother he met Fri-
day in Appleton, Wis., a land-
scaper from St. Louis and a 
Cambodian immigrant from 
Texas, all while blaming 
Obama for “the most tepid, 
weakest recovery we’ve seen 
since Hoover.”

Romney Saturday veered 
slightly from the strict gen-
eral election message he’s 
offered since winning big in 
the Illinois primary.

“We were endowed by our 
creator with our rights. Not 
the king, not the state, but 
our creator,” Romney told 
the packed hotel ballroom 
who would later hear San-
torum. Romney promised 
to restore religious freedom 
he and other Republicans 
have accused Obama of un-
dermining, and “to protect 
the sanctity of life,” an issue 
that has haunted him since 
his conversion to opposing 
abortion rights as governor 
of Massachusetts.

Romney looks to fall 
campaign, doubts linger
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