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STATE JOURNAL WEEKLY POLL: Recreation center

Would you support a $25 million recreation center for 
Frankfort and Franklin County? 

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

Last week’s question: Cable TV rates

Should the Plant Board drop some cable channels to 
hold down rates? Yes, 77%  No, 22%    Total votes: 204
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CaTs In COnTROL
Bank gives 
Gatti’s 
owner 
extension

Charity salvages prom night for West Liberty teens

AP/DAviD J. PhilliP

Kentucky guard Darius Miller dunks during the second half of the NCAA Final Four semifinal Saturday in New Orleans.
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W
EST LIBERTY – 
Morgan Coun-
ty High School 
senior Gretta 

Moore will be wearing her 
badge of courage to prom 
this year.

Even a hot pink dress, sil-
ver jewelry and sparkling 
slippers can’t hide the big 
black boot.

“Oh, Gretta, you look so 
pretty,” friends encouraged 
her as they tried on free 
prom dresses and accesso-
ries from Frankfort’s Cinder-
ella’s Closet Saturday at their 
high school – a building not 
damaged by the March 2 tor-

nadoes.
Gretta laughed with oth-

ers about the unglamorous 
cast and wasn’t shy about 
sharing its story.

“My whole double-wide 
was picked up and shaken,” 
she told Cinderella’s Closet 
volunteer Carrie Andrews.

Gretta had just returned 
home from school March 2 
when someone pointed at 
the tornado coming toward 
their trailer.

“We had about 10 seconds 
before it hit us,” Gretta said.

She and her family cov-
ered her cousins, ages 3 and 
6, with their bodies when the 
windows popped, boards 
rushed past their heads and 
furniture fell on top of them. 
The trailer was completely 

lifted off its foundation and 
shaken.

The wind continued for 
what Gretta thinks was “just 
a minute but felt like forev-
er.”

In that short time, the tor-
nado also picked up their 
three cars and threw one 
400 feet away. Gretta later 
learned that down the street, 
the roof was torn off a home 
as the wife clutched her ba-
by and the husband their 
kitten.  

“They don’t know how 
they weren’t sucked up,” 
Gretta said gravely. “The kit-
ten the man was holding was 
sucked right out of his hands 
up into the tornado.”

After devastation, more than 100 get superstar care

By KaTheRan WassOn
kwasson@state-journal.com

Stirling “Buddy” Sampson was 
an engineering major until he ran 
the youth sports league for the 
High Street Y in Lexington, a job 
that convinced him he was on the 
wrong career path.

He switched gears and became a 
special education teacher and then 
a principal. Earlier this week, the 
six-member Franklin County High 
School council picked him unani-
mously as the school’s next leader.

“I think that this school is a di-
amond in the rough,” he told The 
State Journal earlier this week.

His research of test scores, sur-
vey results, community volunteer 
hours and other data points to a 
school that’s on the verge of “fan-
tastic,” he said.

“It’s got everything in the right 
places, and it just needs to come to-
gether as an entire faculty to figure 
out the things that are going well 
and identify some of the weakness-
es,” he said.

With its location right under the 
nose of state legislators, Sampson 
believes FCHS can become an ex-
ample other schools strive to emu-
late. 

Principal 
sees golden 
opportunity 
at FCHS

see pROm, a13see pRInCIpaL, a14

By KayLeIGh ZysKOWsKI
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

The owner of Gatti’s Pizza on 
Wilkinson Boulevard, which was 
foreclosed earlier this month, says 
his restaurant will remain open – at 
least for now. 

Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip 
Shepherd ordered the 5.5 acres to 
be sold after Fifth Third Bank filed 
a complaint saying Hayes, of Lark 
Enterprises Inc., owed the bank 
about $2.4 million. 

The auction was scheduled for 
April 9, but owner Richard Hayes 
says he and his lawyer met with the 
bank and are now working out a 
payment agreement. 

Hayes said the bank has allowed 
him a month’s extension.

“It will be business as usual,” 
Hayes said about the restaurant’s 
operation and hours.

see GaTTI’s, a14

Payment agreement  
in development stages
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Moore 

sports a 
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broken 
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prom 
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N
EW ORLEANS 
– The Kentucky 
Wildcats over-
came both the 

immense weight of lofty 
expectations and their 

archrival Louisville Cardi-
nals, 69-61, Saturday night 
in the national semifinals 
here at the Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome.

As a result, the top-seed-

ed, 37-2 Wildcats move on 
to Monday night’s national 
championship game, look-
ing for their first title in 14 
years and eighth in school 
history. This will be Ken-

tucky’s 11th appearance in 
the title game.

“It’s great stuff,” Ken-
tucky coach John Cali-

see CaTs, a12


