
Dear Abby: I am 19
and having an affair with
a married man twice my
age, but I am an unwilling
participant. You see, I
grew up with “Jasmine,”
and over the years her
family has become mine.
I was going through a
rough time, and when her
family offered me a place
to stay, I accepted.

They treat me like
one of their own, buy me
presents — even intro-
duce me as a daughter.
However, after my birth-
day party, Jasmine’s fa-
ther came into my bed-
room and took advan-
tage of me. I was scared
and didn’t say anything.
Over the past few
months, he has sneaked
into my room several
times to “talk” or rub my
back. He always crosses
the line, and I’m too
afraid to tell him to stop.

I feel sick and guilty
when I see Jasmine or her
mother, and I’m hurt and
ashamed when I see him.
I feel betrayed and con-
fused. I tell myself I do it
“for a place to stay.” Is
there forgiveness for me?
Please help. — Distraught
in the Northwest

■ Dear Distraught: It
appears you are “doing it
for a place to stay,” and
for your own well-being
you need to make other
living arrangements and
get out of there. You
have been betrayed, and
your feelings are valid.
You are not being treated
like a daughter; you are
being coerced by a man
with no conscience or
compassion. Of course
there is forgiveness for
you — but first you have
to forgive yourself. Lea-
ving is the first step.

SECRET ENGAGEMENT.
Dear Abby: My boy-
friend, “Ross,” and I
have been together for
five years and have a 2-
year-old child. We talk a
lot about marriage and

we’re engaged — kind of.
Ross asked me and I said
yes four years ago, but
no one knows we’re en-
gaged. He bought me a
ring and I have been
wearing it. Nobody has
questioned it.

I want to say some-
thing about our plans,
but Ross says he’s too
nervous and is afraid my
parents will be angry. I
am 23 and unemployed.
Ross is 24 and has had
bad luck with a bunch of
jobs. Our 2-year-old and
I live with my parents.
Ross is currently staying
with his grandparents.

I don’t want a big
wedding and I’m afraid
my parents will be mad if
Ross and I start planning
ours. How can we break
the news to them? —
Timid in Stockton, Calif.

■ Dear Timid: If your
boyfriend is too nervous
to tell anyone about the
engagement, face it —
you’re kind of not en-
gaged. If I were you, I’d
hold off making any an-
nouncements to your
folks until you have the
answers ready to some
questions first, like where
you and Ross plan to
live after the wedding.
With your parents? His
grandparents? Who do
you expect will be pay-
ing for the wedding
you’re planning?

“Everyone” may have
ignored the significance
of the ring you’re wearing
because neither of you is
ready for marriage.

Dr. Wallace: Several
months ago, you stated
once a person is drunk,
nothing would help him
get sober. This isn’t true.
My boyfriend doesn’t
drink a lot, but once in a
while, he will have one or
two too many. When this
happens, I do the driving
and drive to the nearest
fast-food restaurant, and I
get him a large, hot black
coffee. When he finishes
the coffee, he is sober.
Also, a large local ceme-
tery corporation offers
free black coffee during
the holiday season for
those who need to sober
up. Please learn the true
facts before you print
something. — Cindy, Cos-
ta Mesa, Calif.

■ Cindy: Once a per-
son is under the influence
of alcohol, the only reme-
dy is the passage of time.
Time alone is the only
cure. Hot black coffee,
cold showers, strenuous
exercise and other popu-
lar remedies do not work
because they cannot in-
crease the rate at which a
body disposes of alcohol.
These so-called remedies
can be dangerous when
they give people a false
sense of alertness.

It takes roughly one
hour for the body to
eliminate one standard al-
coholic drink. Let’s say
your boyfriend consumes
five drinks in two hours.
It will take five hours
from the time he takes his
first drink until all of the
alcohol is broken down
and eliminated. Most al-
cohol (90 percent) is de-
stroyed by a process

called oxidation, which
breaks alcohol down into
carbon dioxide and water
in the liver. This is what
consumes time. The liver
is limited to breaking
down one drink per hour.

These, my dear Cindy,
are the facts. All hot cof-
fee does is fill you with
caffeine and burn your
mouth.

WHEN BICYCLING, EXER-
CISE EXTREME CAUTION.
Teens: Bicycling has be-
come a popular activity
for teens. Not only do
you get from point A to
point B, but it has be-
come a superb way to en-
joy exercising. It is im-
portant to remember
when you are on a bicy-
cle, it is imperative you
wear a safety helmet and
exercise extreme caution.
When a cyclist collides
with another object, the
cyclist almost always
comes out the loser. A re-
port by the United States
Department of Transpor-
tation stated there were
more than 500,000 bicy-
cle-related injuries treated
in hospital emergency
rooms in the U.S. in
2010. Sadly, over 1,200
bicyclists died in colli-
sions or falls last year.
Bicycle accidents kill
more young people un-
der the age of 18 than
poisons, falls or firearms.

Teen’s free place to live
comes with a painful cost
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Neighbors

GETTING IT TO US
■ Neighbors submissions should be typed or
legible. The information should be clear and
concise. Include a name and daytime phone
number in case of questions. We reserve the
right to edit.
■ Submissions and photos can be emailed
to:
celebrations@thenewsenterprise.com —
engagements, births, birthdays, anniver-
saries and five generations.
or
clubs@thenewsenterprise.com — All club
news, including calendar listings for club

activities, military news, and all other general
news submissions.
■ If email is not available, fax the item(s) to
769-6965, drop them off or mail to 408 W.
Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Office
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. There is an after-hours drop box.

WHAT ABOUT PHOTOS?
■ Photos sent by email should be in .jpg for-
mat. Original black and white or color prints
are accepted. 
■ To have photos returned, include a self-
addressed stamped envelope; otherwise, the

photo can be picked up at the front desk up
to one month following publication.
■ Be sure to identify the people in the
photo.
■ The News-Enterprise cannot guarantee all
photos will be published.

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?
Neighbors runs daily and items will publish
first-come, first-serve on a space-available
basis. Celebrations get first priority to publish
on schedule.

QUESTIONS? Call 505-1751

S C O U T S

Neighbors content also can be seen at
www.thenewsenterprise.com
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HOW TO USE THIS COL-
UMN. Community news
announcements are pub-
lished at no charge in the
Lending a Hand calendar.
POC refers to “point of
contact.” Area codes are
listed only for phone num-
bers outside the 270
area code. Listings not
updated within a year are
removed. To update or
submit a calendar entry,
email calendars@the
newsenterprise.com, call
505-1751 or fax to 769-
6965. 

Wednesday
Clothes closet and food

bank, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Summit Community Cen-
ter. Tutoring on Tuesday
evenings, story time for
kids on Wednesdays and
a senior potluck on
Thursdays at the Summit
Community Center. POC:
Mike Mayhew, 242-6537
or bjbitzy@windstream
.net.

Feeding America volun-
teers needed, 8 a.m.-7
p.m. Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thurs-
day, at Feeding America,
Kentucky’s Heartland,
300 Peterson Drive,
E’town. Walk-ins wel-
come. Call 735-1407 to
schedule groups of 10 or
more.

Hardin County Habitat
for Humanity seeks volun-
teers to help with con-
struction, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday and 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday; work for
all skill levels (and they
can teach you what you
need to know to do the
job). Two houses under

construction at E. Poplar
and Haycraft streets in
E’town. POC: Howard
Gatlin, 766-4166. 

Hardin County Habitat
for Humanity ReStore,
4676 S. Wilson Road (old
Roy’s Furniture Store),
E’town, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mondays-Fridays and 9
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays.
The ReStore is a fundrais-
ing project that helps build
Habitat houses. Donations
of furniture, appliances,
household items, tools
and building materials ac-
cepted and are then sold
to the public. Old cell-
phones also accepted. Old
shoes are turned into
clean water projects
around the world. ReStore
is profitable because vol-
unteers supplement the
staff; to volunteer, call the
ReStore at 737-0207.

The Mystery Thrift
Shop, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays, 200 Syca-
more Street, Suite 134,
E’town Plaza near Big
Lots. The non-profit or-
ganization supports pet
adoption, the prevention
of cruelty to animals and
supports a no-kill animal
shelter and adoption cen-
ter; in addition, seniors
55 and older may qualify
for a paid position. Mys-
tery special each week.
POC: Brenda, 312-7633. 

Van driver needed one
night a week for patrons
of Warm Blessings Soup
Kitchen. POC: Jack, 319-
3924.

Thursday
Food pantry and cloth-

ing closet, noon to 3

p.m., Hope For Today
Ministry Building at Ce-
cilia Baptist Church, 416
E. Main St., Cecilia.
Clothing proceeds help
pay for food, which is
free to low income fami-
lies. POC: 862-4228.

Helping Hand of Hope vol-
unteers needed, 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays
and/or Thursdays, to sort
clothes and assist with
watching the clothing
room. POC: Lucy or Sheri,
769-3092. 

Saturday
Adopt-a-pet event, 11

a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday, Animal Ref-
uge Center, Vine Grove.
POC: 877-6064.

Bobby Morrison Santa
Claus Project, collecting
toys to give at Christmas
or for families in need.
Drop toys off at 760 Sa-
lem Lake Road, Hodgen-
ville. POC: 358-3379.

Clothes closet, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. first and third
Saturdays, Eastview Bap-
tist Church, 251 Church
St., Eastview; the church
is now accepting winter
clothes for those in
need. POC for donations
(or for those with urgent
needs): Michelle Wills,
862-4102 or Carolyn
Dunkin, 862-4961.

Meade County Animal
Shelter brings animals for
adoptions, 11 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturdays, Orsche-
ln Farm & Home Store,
135 E. Lincoln Trail Blvd.,
Radcliff. POC: Pinky Bilz,
352-4297. 

Monday
Blood donations ac-

cepted noon-6 p.m. Mon-
days and Thursdays,
American Red Cross,
405 W. Dixie Ave.,
E’town. Apheresis dona-
tions Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays and Fri-
days. POC for appoint-
ment: 765-6529 or 765-
4979.

Clothing and shoe sale,
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-
Saturday, Kentucky Full
Gospel Church, 1012 Hill
St., Radcliff. Clothing, 25
cents, 50 cents or $1;
shoes $1. All items gen-
tly used. Donations ac-
cepted. Proceeds benefit
the church. POC: Bob at
351-5383. 

Salvation Army Thrift
Store and Service Center,
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday, 1006 N.
Mulberry St., E’town,
POC: 234-0833.

Tuesday
Clothing Center and food

bank, 9 a.m.-noon, behind
Elizabethtown Church of
Christ, 1211 N. Dixie
Ave., E’town, Clothes and
food for families in need.
POC: 765-6446.

Upcoming
Second annual Warm

Blessings rummage sale
and bake sale fundraiser, 8
a.m.-2 p.m. May 11 and
12, 609 E. Dixie Ave.,
E’town. Donations appre-
ciated and accepted now.
No electronics or clothes
(except for children’s
clothes for infants through
10 years which are need-
ed). Lunch served. POC:
Joan 769-1134.

L E N D I N G  A  H A N D  C A L E N DA R

TROOP 24
PARTICIPATES IN
KLONDIKE DERBY

Boy Scout Troop 24 in
Elizabethtown recently
participated in the annual
Klondike Derby at Harry
S. Frazier Scout Reserva-
tion. The scouts, made up
of two patrols, pulled their
team-made sleds filled
with supplies from station
to station to compete in
several challenges during
the day-long event. The
event included activities

such as fire building, rifle
shooting, rope lashing
and scout skills. This an-

nual event helps scouts
practice the skills they
learn as well as foster

team building. Pictured
are Troop 24 Scouts with
their sleds and supplies.

O R G A N I Z AT I O N

GAMES SPEAKS TO AM ROTARY
Elizabethtown-Hardin County Industrial Foundation
president Rick Games, left, was guest speaker at the
Hardin County AM Rotary meeting March 2. He is pictured
with AM Rotary president Jim Sullivan.

SENIOR COMPANION PROGRAM
SEEKS VOLUNTEERS

The Senior Companion Program needs volunteers
for the Hardin County area.

SCP is a free nonprofit program with the goal of
helping keep disabled adults and frail elderly people in
their own homes. Volunteers do light house cleaning,
prepare small meals, provide short distance transporta-
tion and companionship. The program pays volunteers
$2.65 per hour, which is tax free and doesn’t interfere
with Social Security, SSI or any other governmental as-
sistance. 

It also reimburses mileage. Senior Companion vol-
unteers are 55 and older. 

For information on joining, call (502) 348-0099.

Look for these community cal-
endars on the Neighbors page
inside The News-Enterprise
throughout the week.

Sundays Community Events
Mondays Support Groups

Tuesdays Military
Wednesdays Lending a Hand
Fridays Organizations

For kids’ activities, check out
the Youth Calendar in the
Schools pages each Monday.

C O M M U N I T Y  C A L E N DA R S  S C H E D U L E

Looking for something to do?

Follow us on Twitter. @NEHeadlines


