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ONLY THE BEST WILL DO
Letcher County voters have only a few months

left in which to make up their minds as to the
kind and character of local government we will
have during the next four years. In making that
decision, we will be deciding whether the county
will stay where it is, go backward, or move ahead
as we participate intelligently in the depressed
areas legislation proposed by President Kennedy.

Actually, Letcher County has but two choices
during the years ahead. We can watch Idly as the
county continues to lose jobs and people at the
rate of more than 1, 000 per year. Or we can enter
wholeheartedly in whatever programs of aid are
offered us by private groups, the state, oj the
federal government, hoping thereby to reverse
the present downward trend.

It doesn't matter too much what type of program
President Kennedy works out for depressed areas
unless we in the first instance have enough deter-

mination, willpower and leadership to participate
actively in the President's program. The finest,
noblest program that could be imagined by the
President will be to no avail unless we do our share

to make the program work.
It is most important that Letcher County in se-

lecting Its leadership for the next four years pick
those men in the county who are most capable.
We must have men in office who can deal in-

telligently with various federal and state officials
when they come our way. Every federal program

STILL GOING SECOND-CLAS- S
Reports reaching here indicate that Eastern Ken-

tucky will continue in its role as an area of second

and third class roads and highways, despite the
much publicized Eastern Kentucky Turnpike pro-

mised by Governor Combs. Reports indicate the
Combs superhighway will be just another second

class road.
The report is that engineers who are blueprinting

the work are making plans for what will be just

another bituminous -- surface highway. For reasons

of economy, we hear, concrete will not be used.

We are told that concrete will be used on the
section of the road from Winchester to Campton,
because financial interests in New York who will
purchase the bonds that will finance that section
will not buy the bonds if concrete is not used.

But there are no stern New York bankers hovering

in the background insofar as the Whltesburg- -

THEM BONES, THEM DRY BONES

With the development of Big

Bone Lick in Boone County as
one of five new Kentucky State
Parks, a phase of ancient Ken-

tucky history, dating back 200, --

000 years, will be explored and

developed.
Evidence of the herbivorous

animal life dating back to the
Ice Age has been discovered in
the form of tons of bones and per-

fect skeletons in the Big Bone
Lick and Blue Lick Springs area.
During this Pleistocene Age,
great herds of these animals came
to the salt licks of the area,
where many perished in the
swampy, salt-laden- ed soil.

Following the herb-eati- ng ani-

mals into the Big Bone Lick coun-

try were the giant flesh-eatin- g

animals of that age. There has

been much evidence of these
animals uncovered in the area.
Bones of the Mammoth and of the
Tapir; bones, teeth and tusks of

area,
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of which we have knowledge is a complicated bit
of business, requiring a high degree of intelligence
and willingness on the part of local community
or county leadership.

Suppose a top-lev- el representative from President
Kennedy came to Letcher County. Will the man
we select as county judge be able to take him by
the hand and tell him In a convincing way that
this program or that project is what we need?

Suppose, as indicated, President Kennedy's
legislative program makes possible various kinds
of county-wid- e housing, slum clearance, urban
renewal, reforestation, parks, water works,
sewers, highways, or any one of several other
types of programs. Will our county commissioners,
our magistrates, our county judge have the
imagination and intelligence to see that Letcher
County is made eligible for those programs? Will
the men we elect have the sense to administer
the programs if and when they do come our way?

The last thing Letcher County needs is a county
commissioner or magistrate or other official who
runs for the office simply because it will pay him
$150 or $200 monthly for one or two days work a
month. The voters and taxpayers of this county
owe no present or would-b- e politician a living.

Instead, Letcher County needs and must select
men who will be dedicated to spending their every
waking hour to the cares of the county. Nothing
but the very best available will be good enough.

Campton and Pikeville-Camptonsectio- ns are con-

cerned.
As a native of Eastern Kentucky, Governor Combs

surely knows that the bituminous roads we have now

long have been one of the greatest curses of the
area. He must know that every spring brings the

spring thaw, and the spring thaw fills our highways
from Whitesburg to Winchester with chug -- holes

that defy description. Almost every year our roads

look like they were bombed by the Germans during

World War II. Highway maintainance being what

it is in Kentucky, those chug -- holes invariably re-

main with us for at least six months of the year.
Governor Combs surely knows that the finest,

widest, straightest road in the nation cannot be a
high-spee- d highway if there is a three-fo- ot deep
chug-ho- le every three feet. But that's all we will
have if the reports are true.

Mammoth and mastodon bones
from 200,000 years ago found

the hugh Mastadon and bones and
impressions of many other ani-

mals have been found in abun-

dance throughout northeastern
Kentucky.

The Indians, and later the early)
settlers, were impressed by the
"big bones" which they discover-
ed in this area. As early as 1739,
the French explorer, deLongell,
remarked on the interesting ma-

teriel seen at Big Bone Lick in
Boone County; in 1751, Christo-

pher Gist brought a mastadon's
tooth from this locality.

The Mammoths were ancient
with dense, woo ly hair, The huge
animals stood about nine feet
high at the shoulders and Its im-

mense tusks had a tendency to
curl upward. Perfect skeletons
oftheMammothhave been found
at Big Bone Lick.

Bones of the American Masta-

don, a close cousin of the Mam-

moth, have also been fo' 'd in
this further ch'' the

existence of these ancient anlr
mals in Kentucky.

Immediate developments at the
newly proposed park will include;
fully developed picnic area with

playground, museum and visual
interpretive program, salt pro-

ducing and parking areas.
The development of Big Bone

Lick as a state park is a part of
the new $10,000,000 parks ex-

pansion program which the voters
approved last November. Other

new parks which have been plan-

ned for Immediate development
are: Rough River Dam in Gray- -

son and Breckinridge Counties,
Buckhorn Lake in Perry County,
Greenbo Lake in Greenup and

Boyd Counties and Falmouth Lake

in Pendleton County.
In addition to the five new

parks, extensive renovation and

modernization programs have
L ien planned for many of Ken-

tucky's State Parks and Shrines.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IN MY OPINION
Depressed areas

To The Editor:
Perhaps the for de-

pressed areas such as Southeast-
ern Kentucky should take a close-u- p

look at the grass-roo- ts pro-

blem.
That problem is epitomized in

a small community which here
shall not be named. It is so

thoroughly typical of nearly every
community in Letcher County
that some of them will believe
they are the subject.

This community is one of 230
persons living in 114 houses scat-

tered for a mile along the river
and the railroad. An average of
a fraction over two persons live
in the houses.

There are five general stores in
the community. They do a gross

average business of $75,000 a
year. As for their current status,
the merchant with the biggest
turnover of the five said of 1960
"Worst year I ever had" In a
quarter of a century.

According to the merchants
themselves, 90 per cent of their
business is from benefit checks-st- ate

aid, Social Security, Rail-

road Retirement Fund--1- 0 per
cent from wages and other earned
income.

The stores naturally deal in the
bare necessitiesfood and cloth-

ing. Luxury items are rare on
their shelves.

People supplement their pro-

visions for living by raising gar-

dens on badly depleted soil.
The surplus foods distributed by

the U.S. Department of Agri-

culture are important to the com-

munity. A spot -- check of a re-

presentative 50 families of the
114 showed that 17 of them avail
themselves of the commodity
foods.

The housing Is 91 per cent sub-

standard. There are scarcely a
dozen bathtubs. A few more have
showers. Three modern homes
have been built in the last nine
years. The housing ranges up-

ward from an abandoned (sub-

standard) millhouse patched with
tin soft drink signs.

Average daily attendance at
the local elementary school is

141. A hundred of them eat in
the school lunchroom. Of these
10 per cent eat free due to In-

digence. Most of the others eat
on credit part of the month '"til
the check comes in."

The community may not like
these findings, but, as a school-

teacher remarked, "they are from
stark facts."

Larry Caudill

GOT A PROBLEM?

Write Ann Landers
about it in care of
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Nites from Alaska
To The Editor;

Greetings to our Friends from
Alaska:

This is our first Christmas in
the forty-nin- th state in the great
northland. We like it--- HAVE

a white Christmas.
We arrived here on Sept. 6,

after fifteen days of uneventful
travel--on- e flat. We traversed
the Canadian country of British

Columbia, the Yukon Territory,
then on into Alaska. We traveled
over 4000 miles under the won-

derful flags of three countries,

Canadian, U.S.A., and Heaven-The- y

were all in God's wonderful

plan.
Now, we are getting ready for

the future. We had a wonderful
Thanksgiving with the Native

people at the Mission, and now

we are getting ready for a Christ-

mas program. We have our first

regular services with the native
people on Sunday De. 11.

On Sundays and Wednesdays,
we pick up from 12 to 20 Native
people with our Volkswagon
Thanks to the Home Mission
Board, for the services.

The other interesting facet of
our work is our Literacy work,
and it is beginning to work. If
you could see one of the loveliest
people we have ever met, "Uncle
Tom Willoak", learn to recog-
nize the word JESUS ("The love-

liest name In all the world, " said
he) for the first time, then you
too would shed a tear and say --

This Is Enough Reward for driving
4000 miles. Soon the Word will
live for them.

ALSO, let us greet you in the
name of our Lord, and wish for

each one of you a Marry Christm-

as--" The people that walked
In darkness have seen a great
light- -" Isaiah 9:2a.

Lillian my
confederate blood gets cold" , but
her heart beats warm in the fel-

lowship of these lovely Native
people.

Johnny says--"He- y, from the
land of snow and beautiful sun-set- a.

says he likes those
best about Alaska.

John R. says, "We are very
happy here, and the feared dif-

ficulties have turned into real
joy. I like basic mission work,
and this Is exactly that. I like to
preach, but I could not be content
with the large churches and to be
out of contact with the mission
field. Pray for us that we may
be able to fi.id the best way to
do the work here. "

Here is our love and prayers,
Jo.in R. , Lillian and Johnny

(15th) Issacs
(Eds. Note) Issacs will be remem-
bered here as a member of the
Pine Mountain Association Mis-

sionary Baptist. Also as a teacher
at Clear Creek Preachers School
at Pineville.
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