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 DENVER — Republican 
Mitt Romney sought Thurs-
day to use his strong perfor-
mance at the first presiden-
tial debate as a springboard 
to build momentum for his 
once beleaguered campaign. 

Romney received a rous-
ing standing ovation from 
nearly 2,000 during a sur-
prise stop Thursday at a 
conservative gathering, his 
first appearance following 
the debate. He later traveled 
to a boisterous rally in a ru-
ral slice of Virginia. 

“You guys are going to 
have to cheer here and then 
go out and knock on doors 
and get people who voted 

for President Obama to see 
the light and come join our 
team,” an upbeat, energetic 
Romney said at a Colorado 
Conservative Political Ac-
tion Committee convention 
in Denver. 

Obama headlined large 
outdoor rallies in a pair of 
swing states as he tried to 
rebound from a debate per-
formance that drew poor re-
views, even by his own sup-
porters, with a new line of 
attack against Romney. 

“The man on stage last 
night, he does not want to 
be held accountable for the 
real Mitt Romney’s decisions 
and what he’s been saying 
for the last year,” he told 
12,000 supporters at a frigid 

OBAMA GOES ON OFFENSIVE

 Romney tries 
to build on 

strong debate
By Anita Kumar, William 

Douglas and Sean Cockerham
McClatchy Newspapers

There was clear consensus on the day 
after the first presidential debate that the 
format fell apart, with moderator Jim Leh-
rer allowing the candidates to generally ig-
nore the rules and his efforts to steer the 
conversation.  

Among debating experts, there’s also 
consensus that vice presidential debate 
moderator Martha Raddatz needs to es-
tablish firmer control when Vice President 
Joe Biden and U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan take the 
stage at Centre College next week. 

“These are not really debates; they are 
sort of glorified interviews, and you need a 
moderator who is strong enough to control 
two very strong individuals,” said Dennis 
Becker, CEO of The Speech Improvement 
Co. in Boston, who has  helped coach can-
didates at some presidential debates. “We 
can’t have a free-for-all where no one con-
trols it, because the public loses out. ”

CENTRE’S FORMAT WILL BE SIMILAR

Moderator’s role 
comes under scrutiny 

after first debate 

By Linda B. Blackford
lblackford@herald-leader.com
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It took Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The 
Phantom of the Opera only 24 years, 
eight months and nine days  to make it 
from Broadway to Lexington.

Most other musical theater mainstays 
have opened, closed, gone on tour and 
been licensed to professional and ama-
teur groups in the same timespan, but 
Phantom has remained as elusive in the 
Bluegrass as its title character. National 
tours of the show have never been able 
to fit into the Lexington Opera House 
physically or financially, and because the 
lavish show is still playing on Broadway, 
it has never been licensed for production 
by any groups outside the Lloyd Webber 
organization .

That changed in 2010 with a unique 
decision to grants rights to Phantom to 
accredited colleges and high schools.

Then, all it took for the University of 

‘PHANTOM’ 
GETTING 

UK’S BEST

Opera Theatre pulls out all the stops for elusive musical
By Rich Copley

rcopley@herald-leader.com

The Phantom (Jacob Waid) took Christine (Rebcca Farley) into his lair underneath the Paris Opera House during a recent rehearsal 
of the University of Kentucky Opera Theatre’s production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Phantom of the Opera.
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IF YOU GO
‘The Phantom of the Opera’

What: University of Kentucky Op-
era Theatre’s production of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s iconic musical
When: 7:30 p.m. Oct. 5, 6, 10, 
11, 12 and 13; 2 p.m. Oct. 6, 7, 13 
and 14.
Where: Lexington Opera House, 
401 W. Short St.
Tickets: $40.50-$75.50 general 
public, $20.50 students, $5 dis-
count for senior citizens. Available 
at Lexington Center ticket office or 
by calling (859) 233-3535. There 
are no online ticket sales.
Learn more: UKoperatheatre.org.

Big masks to fill: UK students 
excited to take on iconic roles in 
Phantom. Weekender, Page 4. 

UK student performers Jermaine Brown Jr., left, 
Evan LeRoy Johnson, Daniel Koehn and Arianna 
Afshari sang Prima Donna at a recent rehearsal of 
the popular musical.
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SaintJosephBreastCenter.org

Saint Joseph Breast Center at Race Tomorrow!
Saint Joseph Breast Center is a proud sponsor of the Susan G. Komen 2012 Race for the Cure®.
Help us fight breast cancer by joining us at the Courthouse Plaza in downtown Lexington.
Visit KomenLexington.org for race details and times. The Saint Joseph Breast Center
reminds you to take care of yourself and schedule your annual screening mammogram.

KentuckyOne Health donations to Susan G. Komen are designated for
breast cancer research and education only.
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