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Jessica Merritt said she 
wants to get on with her life, 
but she hasn’t been able to 
since her former boyfriend, 
John C. Buckley IV, disap-
peared last week, just before 
he was found guilty of raping 
her and other crimes.

“I can’t go back to work 
and I can’t go back to my 
house or anything,” said Mer-
ritt, 28, of Lexington who has 
been in hiding since July 12.

“I’ve been watching the 
news a lot and just trying to 
wait and see. Hopefully they 
can catch him soon and every-
thing can go back to normal,” 
she said.

The Herald-Leader typi-
cally does not identify victims 
of sexual abuse, but Merritt 
said she came forward to 
help police find Buckley and 
prevent more people from get-
ting hurt.

“I feel like he’s so danger-
ous that everybody should 
know about it,” she said. “I 
really feel he would do this 
to someone else, if given the 
chance.”

Merritt, a certified nursing 
assistant who specializes in 
caring for elderly people, said 
she misses the married couple 
she had been caring for.

“They’re like my grandpar-
ents,” she said.

She also misses her hus-
band, a Marine sergeant serv-
ing in Afghanistan, she said. 
Her husband has been able to 
stay in regular contact with 
her by cellphone and com-
puter while overseas, so that 
helps, she said. The couple 
married in April.

“My dog is with me. Some-
one else is watching my cats,” 
she said.

On July 12, Merritt was 
whisked into a small room off 
the courtroom where Buck-
ley’s trial was held after court 
and law enforcement officials 
realized that Buckley had dis-
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AURORA, Colo. — It was less than 
half an hour into a post-midnight screen-
ing of the latest Batman movie, The 
Dark Knight Rises, when a young man 

opened an emer-
gency exit door 
and slipped into a 
packed multiplex 
theater. He was 
dressed in dark, 
head-to-foot body 
armor, including a 
helmet, gas mask, 
vest and throat 
guard, and he was 
armed.

“He didn’t say 
anything,”  said 

Tayler Trujillo, an 18-year-old moviego-
er. “He like kicked the door open with 
his foot and held it open with his foot, 
and he threw something and it landed 
in the row in front of me.”

What ensued was several minutes 
of grisly horror as the intruder, armed 

Witnesses describe 
cinema rampage

70 SHOT, 12 KILLED IN ATTACK AT ‘DARK KNIGHT’ OPENING

By John M. Glionna, Matt Pearce  
and Mitchell Landsberg

Los Angeles Times
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Judy Goos, left, hugged her daughter’s friend Isaiah Bow, 20, in front of Terrell Wallin, 20, outside Gateway High School where 
witnesses were brought for questioning Friday after a gunman opened fire in an Aurora, Colo., movie theater. 
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DENVER — James Eagan 
Holmes came from a well-
tended San Diego enclave of 
two-story homes with red-
tiled roofs, where neighbors 
recall him as a clean-cut, stu-
dious young man of sparing 
words.

Tall and dark-haired, he 
stared clear-eyed at the cam-
era in a 2004 high school 
yearbook snapshot, wearing 
a white junior varsity soc-
cer uniform — No. 16. The 
son of a nurse, Arlene, and a 
software company manager, 
Robert, James Holmes was 
a brilliant science scholar in 
college.

The biggest mystery sur-
rounding the 24-year-old 
doctoral student was why he 
would have pulled on a gas 
mask and shot dozens of peo-
ple early Friday in a suburban 
Denver movie theater, as po-
lice allege.

In the age of widespread 
social media, no trace of Hol-
mes could be found on Face-
book, LinkedIn, MySpace, 
Twitter or anywhere on the 
Web. Either he never engaged 
or he scrubbed his trail.

A longtime neighbor in 
San Diego, where Holmes 
grew up, remembers only a 
“shy guy … a loner” from a 
churchgoing family. In ad-
dition to playing soccer at 
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James Holmes, 24, the suspect 
in the shooting, was a doctoral 
student in neurosciences. 
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To leave a tip:
Anyone with information 
about John C. Buckley IV 
should call the Fayette Sher-
iff’s Office, (859) 252-1771.

See BUCKLEY, A9

‘HE STARTED SHOOTING ANYBODY 
AND ANYONE; HE JUST DIDN’T CARE’

See SHOOTING, A2

Police investi-
gated outside a 
movie theater 
after a shooting 
Friday in Aurora, 
Colo. A gunman 
wearing full 
body armor set 
off gas canis-
ters and then 
sprayed gunfire 
in the theater 
full of moviego-
ers at a mid-
night premiere 
of the latest 
Batman film, 
The Dark Knight 
Rises. “He didn’t 
say anything,” 
one witness said 
of the shooter. 
“I thought it 
was part of the 
movie,” another 
witness said of 
the shooter’s 
initial entrance.
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Movie industry: Hol-
lywood cuts public-
ity, theaters increase 
security in response 
to shooting. 

Campaigns: Presi-
dential race takes 
back seat as can-
didates mourn with 
nation. Page A2

Help Us Win a Minivan to Reach Patients in Eastern KY
Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation has been selected as one of the 500 finalist organizations in the

Toyota 100 Cars for Good program. Visit 100CarsforGood.com TODAY from 10 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.

(follow the on-screen instructions). The Foundation would use its new Toyota Sienna minivan for the

Saint Joseph Appalachian Outreach Program which provides support services, including home visits,

to patients in rural areas of eastern Kentucky.

You must have a Facebook account in order to vote.

VOTE
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ONLY!
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