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EDITORIALS
Anti-apartme- nt bias
by homeowners
can be unreasonable

The most impressive aspect of
the current debate on zoning
issues in eastern Jefferson
County is the emotionalism which
characterizes local homeowner
opposition to apartments.
One would have thought E. C.

Hume, lawyer for the cities of
Graymoor and Devondale, was
campaigning for office as he
argued against two apartment
zoning applications at the corner
of Lyndon Lane and Westport
road at last week's hearing in
Westport High School. This Is
not to say he did not offer facts
and law to support his position.
But he clearly played on the
crowd's emotions with comments
such as "all we need is to be
left alone and in our single-fami- ly

houses."
This anti-apartm- ent bias shows

up in interesting ways. In
Douglass Hills, there is a move to
create a sixth-cla- ss city, but the
promoters say they do not want
to include even the Douglass Hill
apartments in their city.

And along Shelbyville Road a new
zoning group called HOLD has
as a main plank in its platform flat
opposition to anything but single-fami- ly

homes.
It must be admitted homeowners

have a great deal of experience
behind them to justify their knee-je- rk

opposition to apartments.
A great many of them "Camp
Ewing" on Westport Road comes
immediately to mind are down

Art School compromise
The Art Center Association, op-

erators of the Louisville School
of Art In Anchorage, has chomped
down pretty hard on the bullet,
but not hard enough.
Acting out of necessity to change

before bankruptcy and public dis-

gust overcame it, the association
board has adopted a new struc-
ture. Briefly, it would reduce its
own size from 26 to 15 members
and put control of school affairs
in the hands of a special trustees
committee of the association.
That, it looks from here, is a
great improvement. But it falls
short of what is needed.

What the school needs more than
anything, is a strong, totally in-

dependent board of trustees. This
was the prime recommendation
of Prof. Robert H. Gray, the asso-
ciation's own consultant. He urg-

ed the association, which for
years has operated many other
community art programs in ad-

dition to the school, be made
secondary in importance to the
school.
This meant more than a struc

Putting the lid
Added evidence of the peculiar

world of St. Matthews city gov-

ernment came this week from an
unusual source -- - its police de-

partment.
Two weeks ago we published

news of a change in policy on the
release of crime information in
St. Matthews. The story reported
Lt. James Burton henceforth
would give information to report-
ers concerning offenses known to
police. This statement and his
subsequent release of that infor-
mation represented a reassuring
change from a previous policy
of nearly total secrecy.
It even suggested a long-soug- ht

thaw in the icy relations between
this newspaper and city hall might
be at hand. Lt. Burton, it appear-
ed, nad recognized the value of
informing the public about crime
in the city and about what the po-

lice do to combat lt. It seemed
he was ready to do his part to
help us convey that information
to the people regularly, accurate-
ly and completely.
Our attempts came to an abrupt

end after the first report was
published. Lt. Burton explained
he had no time to provide the
data. Were we to believe the de-

mands on the St. Matthews police
are so very different from those
in Louisville, Jeffersontown and

Promotion Mgr.

right ugly. In some cases,
developers have simply lied to
the public about their plans. In
others, lax public officials have
made decisions which resulted
in bad drainage, traffic conges-
tion or sleazy site planning.
But In many other cases, home-

owners have been unwilling even
to listen to a rezoning proposal
if the word "apartment" or
"townhouse" were associated
with it. And Fiscal Court has
made no attempt to educate home-
owners out of their unreasonable
fears. Since the court makes all
its zoning decisions in secret,
it perpetuates the widely held
conviction that its decisions are
arbitrary and capricious and un-

sympathetic to the need for open
space and esthetics.
Eastern Jefferson County must

provide for apartment living, not
only because the alternative
would discriminate unfairly
against a large mass of people,
but because single-fami- ly lots
make open space and a whole
range of public services more
difficult and costly to provide.

Homeowners should continue to
hammer at officials on the need
for safeguards against drainage,
traffic and site planning prob-
lems, and to object to rezoning
which fails to carry performance
guarantees. But they should
avoid blanket opposition to any
apartments, for to do so is ar-
bitrary, capricious and unwise.

tural change. It meant a violent,
psychological wrench for many
association board members,
some of whom have been treat- -'
ing the school as an intellectual
plaything for a generation. And,
apparently, it was too much of a
change for the present board to
support.

So the association will remain
the controlling force. It can, by
virtue of its power over money,
property and the people who make
appointments to the school trust-
ees committee, exert that con-
trol. There apparently is a strong
feeling within the present board
that the trustees committee will,
in practice, function as the dom-
inant force. But in the long run
the compromise with Gray's rec-
ommendations makes it all too
possible for conflict to develop.
This negativism notwithstand-

ing, the new structure and the
deliberate shakeout of board
members are encouraging. They
are the first steps on a road we
all hope will lead to greatness for
the school.

back on
other communities? There the
police find the time quite easily.
Actually, we knew from Burton's

own statements it was not a mat-

ter of time. He offered to provide
this information to any citizen of
the city any, that is, who is not
associated with this newspaper.
There's the crux of it. This

newspaper still is out of favor at
city hall. Therefore, all informa-
tion that can be withheld will be.

If the net effect of this episode
has been no crime news for St.
Matthews readers (and the false
sense of security which results),
it at least has taught local people
a new lesson about their own gov-
ernment.
Lt. Burton attempted to estab-

lish the same mature relations
with the news media and the pub-
lic that, say, the county police
enjoy. But his attempt was stifled
somehow.
This would have been a reason-

able effort almost anywhere ex-
cept St. Matthews. Here, denying
information to the public through
the local newspaper is a major
preoccupation of elected offi-
cials. It is surprising Lt. Burton
did not realize that. Perhaps he
was too interested in building
a good police department to play
those petty games. Now he pro-
bably knows better.

Survival of the fittest

I

The Scots have a way

to keep us on the juice
i

By Russ Metz

J It must have leaked out that I was trying
I out Harvey Wallbangers during a weak mo- -!

ment at a cocktail bash. Two days later I
"

got hot little missiles from the bourbon
' and scotch people wanting to enlist me in
? their clubs.
I If it wasn't for the Bourbon Institute, I

wouldn't know that West Germany is guzz- -
t ling bourbon like they invented it. Or what it

is to take a tot, dollop, dram, nip, swig or
j sup of that golden Kentucky stump juice. I

have always poured three fingers at a time
for myself because the fourth one always
has to be holding up the glass and you can't
count on it for measuring.

I The Bourbon Institute is not an academy
for bourbon drinkers. But it probably has
the largest alumni in the world. It is simply
the publicity arm of the bourbon industry
and through periodic puffery to the press ex- -

j. tolls the virtues of bourbon drinking whis- -
key. They also write me letters whenever

I I water down any of those virtues in my
;' scribblings.
I Their newsletter sometimes has some in- -l

teresting tidbits. Like ... A refuge from
Cuba reports that the villa where Hemming-- J
way wrote, "For Whom The Bell Tolls,"

: is one of Havana's better preserved build- -
ings. It's being operated as a museum and
is much the way Papa Hemingway left it.

j The table has been set with three places
sj and an open bottle of Bourbon, discolored

with age, still sits on the bar.
But it s the Scots who have come up with

the next best thing to owning your own still.
Strathmore Distillery of Glasgow, Scot-
land, is putting its bog juice up for sale be-

fore it is ripe.
Called an investment commodity, the way

it works, they will cook up a good batch of
scotch and sell it to you in its raw state.
Everyone knows that older scotch is worth
more than green scotch. So if you buy the
batch and hang onto it for say six or eight
years, then you can sell it at a good profit,
something like twice what you paid for it.
It is supposed to be favorable to you tax-wi- se

as a capital gain, which I have never
understood because I can't gain any capital.
Before you sink your butter and egg money

into Scotland scotch, there are a few inci-
dentals to consider. Such as who is going
to ride shotgun over your barrel of booze
those six or eight years while it is growing
more valuable, or to see that no bonny
laddie takes a wee nip from it when the cold
fog drifts in from the moors. Or whether
the keg springs a leak and your investment
goes down a knothole.
Your preacher is not going to believe you

when you tell him you will raise the ante in
the collection plate as soon as your grog
comes in. And in eight years, you could take
the pledge, make peace with Fidel Castro
and start drinking rum, or use the money

to open your own manufacturing plant back
up the hollow. With thirsty friends like I

have, it is hard to count on booze as a long-ter- m

investment.
This kind of built-i- n supply of grog would

have appealed to the Indians of Patagonia,
who stayed smashed continually, which is
the only way they could stand living on the
tip of South America where there were no
wagon trains to raid.

Fortifying themselves with the fermented
juice of summer berries, they thought noth-

ing could be nicer than an after-wor- ld con-

taining an unlimited supply. So they devel-

oped a religion with their heaven ruled by

a benign god Soychu, and called Land of the
Strong Drink. In it they envisioned the dead
dwelling in a state of perpetual inebriation
and each year they poured the first-ma- de

wine on ancestors' graves and drank to the
health of those now eternally stewed.
Unfortunately, the Spaniards moved in and

opened year-rou- nd bars, which proved too
much of a good thing. Patagonians are prac-
tically extinct now, presumably all of them
with a foot on the rail in that big bar in the
sky.
Most people are charitable with drunks up

to a point. Ants are the same way. One
scientist made a study of ants on the Juice
and how well their friends took care of

them.
A number of ants from two separate nests

were fed alcoholic nectar until they passed
out. Then the scientist marked the two
groups with differently colored spots and
mixed them together.
The sober ants, though plainly puziled by

the others' snookered state, soon went to
work. Unerringly they sorted out their own

nest mates and carried them home. Then
they threw the drunks from the other nest
into a puddle of water nearby, which is the
only way an ant has to sober up others
when you are fresh out of Bloody Marys or
black coffee.
It is apparently effective. You don't see

many drunk ants.

By Romano L. Mazzoli .

U.S. Congressman, Third District

The Watergate scandal, which
has developed into the overriding
public issue of the day, is mon-

opolizing the attention of all
American citizens. We watch in
horrified fascination as each
day's new chapter unfolds; as
the next promising career goes
down in flames.

Though in charity we must
sorrow for those who have
fallen from grace, the person-
alities of the Watergate debacle
are relatively incidental and
secondary. The main and
most debilitating aspect of
this scurvy mess is the pall
of doubt it has cast over the
integrity of our government and
its officials.

As a nation dedicated to the
Constitution and to the rule of
law, we simply cannot afford
an erosion of public confidence
in the office of the Presidency,
or the implication that persons
with power and money are
beyond the law, that patriotic
ends justify illegal means.

Reforms needed
Hopefully there will be a

positive side to this sordid
affair. Hopefully, Watergate will
trigger much-need- ed reforms In
our political system. Hopefully,
Watergate an
rock" will galvanize the
American people and the Con
gress to take appropriate action
to revitalize our political system.

Last January, in addressing the
Senate Democratic Caucus,
Majority Leader Mike Mansfield
put his finger on one of the
areas needing reform. He said:

"Most serious, the factor of
finance begins to overshadow all
other considerations in deter-
mining who runs for public office
and who does not . . . It is not
healthy for the nation, for politics
to become a sporting game of
the rich."
I wholly concur with Senator

Mansfield. But what can we do
about it?

We must toughen and tighten
the campaign financing and
reporting laws. Watergate could
not have occurred without the
availability of hoards of unre-

ported cash in safes, suitcases
and the like.
Maybe now is the time to study

anew the utilization of public
funds to finance political cam-
paigns. This might be the only
effective way to insure that our
political process remains open
to all not just the rich.

Limits can and probably should
be placed on the duration of
campaigns, which are too long
and, thus, too expensive.

Other changes

Furthermore, the present sys-
tem of separate state Presiden-
tial primaries is costly and hap-
hazard. Perhaps, a single na-

tional primary is the answer.
Other legitimate questions

deriving from Watergate can,
and should be raised. For
example, what is the proper role
to be played in political cam-
paigns by our national intelli-
gence agencies, including the FBI
and CIA? Do they, Indeed, have
a proper role at all?
In summary, perhaps the hidden

blessing the silver lining
of Watergate is that it will alert
us to the need for eternal vigi-
lance lest our political system
lose its integrity and its probity
and sorrowfully the public's
respect and support.

THE

Published by The Voice of St.
Matthews, Inc., each Thursday
at 109 Chenoweth Lane, St. Mat-

thews, Ky., 40207. Phone 895-543- 6,

Consolidation of The Voice
of St. Matthews and The Jefferson-Ian- ,

1965. The Voice of The High-
lands, 1952. The Suburban Mirror,
1973.

By mall, in Jefferson and Oldham
Counties, $8.50. Elsewhere, $12.50
per year. Six months subscriptions,
$5.50. Add 5 state sales tax
In Kentucky. All mall subscriptions
payable in advance. Per copy at
newstands or office, 15?. Second
class postage paid at Louisville, Ky.


