
Retirees
might not
get raises

Right: Western Kentucky coach Ray Harper yells “one more
game” on Monday night after the Hilltoppers’ win over Denver in
the Sun Belt Conference Basketball Tournament semifinals in Hot
Springs, Ark. WKU plays North Texas at 6 p.m. today for the title.
Below: The Hilltoppers celebrate their victory. Story, Page 3B.
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COMING UP

The Warehouse evolves
into event-hosting site
and music venue.
See Wednesday’s Business.
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District 14 rivals Warren Central,
Bowling Green will meet in finals
with trip to Rupp Arena at stake.
Page 3B
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Crime Stoppers is an
invaluable tool; its biggest
fundraiser is Wednesday.
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Learning
Students at city, county
schools getting set
for spring musicals.
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Monday
Pick 3: 6-3-5       Pick 4: 8-6-2-0
Monday late
Pick 3: 9-2-8       Pick 4: 1-3-5-3
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

Tops play tonight for Sun Belt title

By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

After 22 years of public ser-
vice, Mitch Walker, a newly
retired Bowling Green Police
Department detective, is walking
away from drug busts and dis-
mantling methamphetamine labs
to spend more time with – and
possibly expand – his family. 

“I had been looking at around
the 20-year mark to do something

else,” Walker said. “It was just a
good time for me and my family to
move on to something different.”

Walker and his wife, Tonya,
have an 8-year-old daughter,
Olivia. The couple plan to expand
their family with a foster or adop-
tive child. “There’s a lot of them
out there in need of it,” Walker
said about children who need
homes. “That’s in our future.”

MITCH WALKER
Making family plans

BGPD detective retires‘Walkupy’ movement hits city
Protesters bound for Chicago
By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

Saying they felt compelled to take
action and encourage activism in
others, five men who are part of the
nationwide Occupy movement
passed through Bowling Green on
Monday, marching in what they are
calling a mobile occupation.

The group, bundled in winter
clothing and carrying heavy back-
packs, some with American flags
poking out of them, are part of what
is known as the “Walkupy” move-
ment.

Bo Han, who gave up a job at a
restaurant in Atlanta last year to join
the Occupy Wall Street movement in
New York City’s Zuccotti Park, said
the group’s numbers have fluctuated
to as many as 55 marchers since the

Walkupy movement left from New
York in November after police began
arresting protesters demonstrating
against what they consider excessive
corporate influence in government
and income inequality between the
wealthiest 1 percent in the United
States and the rest of the population.

Han is part of a group known as
Walkupy Mayday, having departed
from New York in November and

Local volunteers
assisting towns
hit by tornadoes
Red Cross, KSP posts
are accepting donations
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

A dozen southcentral Kentucky
American Red Cross-trained vol-
unteers are helping out in storm-
ravaged areas of Kentucky and
Indiana.

John Warnhoff and Harold
Baltzell, both of Bowling Green,
were in West Liberty in Morgan
County on Monday and are travel-
ing today to the hill country of
Magoffin, Wolfe and Johnson
counties to assess damage along
the 20-mile path of one of the tor-
nadoes that struck the state Friday.
The multiple-storm outbreak is
believed to be responsible for 22

deaths in the state.
“They didn’t start restoring

power to West Liberty until today,
so only the National Guard and
(Emergency Operation Center
people) were allowed in the most
affected areas,” Warnhoff said.

But Warnhoff said the damage
was apparent.

“There are a total of 3,700 busi-
ness and residences either partially

SEVERE STORMS – AFTERMATH

Inside
• Indiana 15-month-old, her
family are laid to rest.
• Mother loses legs while
saving kids from tornado.
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By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — State and
local government retirees won’t
get cost-of-living pension increas-
es over the next two years under a
budget proposal that could face a
House floor vote by midweek.

About 200,000 retirees had
been slated to receive 1.5 percent
increases, but House lawmakers,
faced with tight finances, are rec-
ommending those hikes be sus-
pended.

“It’s a difficult budget,” said
state Rep. Rick Rand, chairman of
the House Appropriations and
Revenue Committee. “This is just
the times we’re in.”

Rand, D-Bedford, said he
expects his committee to vote
today on the state’s proposed two-
year, $19.5 billion budget, and
that a House floor vote could

come as soon as Wednesday.
Gov. Steve Beshear had pre-

sented an austere budget proposal
to lawmakers in January.

House lawmakers recommend-
ed several adjustments to that pro-
posal, including cuts to the state
judicial system’s proposed budget
just weeks after Supreme Court
justices struck down a legislative
redistricting plan as unconstitu-
tional.

The House plan would cut
about $32 million from the pro-
posed judicial branch budget over
the next two years.

Rand and House Speaker Greg
Stumbo said the proposed budget
adjustments had nothing to do
with that Supreme Court decision.

Stumbo said the proposed
changes would subject the judicial

House vote on budget might come Wednesday

See BESHEAR, 6A


