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Winter surely is a tease this
year. I’ve been waiting since
before Christmas for her arrival,
anticipating the lovely hush that
comes over the earth under a
blanket of snow.

Some of my friends accuse
me of being a polar bear. I like
it cold, bundled up under
sweaters, blankets, and a knit
hat with a pom-pom on top.
There’s nothing quite as com-
forting as sitting beside a real
wood fire sipping hot chocolate,
especially if there are little
marshmallows in it.

All I’ve had thus far is a
series of dashed hopes. All the
storms have been near-misses,
the latest of which passed us by

last weekend. Two to 4 inches
sounded just right — enough to
make the snow crunch under
my boots, but not too much to
prevent a run to Fitch’s if I’m
running low on supplies.

It was completely frustrating
on Sunday to check the weather
radar and see white completely
engulfing Jessamine County,
and then go to the window and

see not even a flake. It was as if
the weather people were play-
ing a dirty trick on us snow-
lovers.

I know the teachers and stu-
dents are growing weary. Hopes
for a snow day fly high as a
mountain peak, and then tum-
ble to earth in the morning. I
don’t even go to school any-
more, nor do I have a student in
my home, but I still pad to the
window first thing in the morn-
ing, part the slats of the mini-
blinds and peek to see if the
roads are snow-covered.

The recent snowstorm was
not as anticipated by school-
goers as most were, since the
day off would have fallen on

Presidents Day. Nevertheless,
winter must seem longer and
more dreary when the weeks
are not punctuated by a
serendipitous snow day. I’m
sure they will all feel better
about it when May arrives.

On a recent walk in my
neighborhood, it appeared May
had already come, or at least
April. I’ve seen daffodils sprout-
ing everywhere; that’s not
uncommon. But in one of my
neighbor’s yards, a dozen or so
yellow blossoms brazenly bloom.
I had to pinch myself to remem-
ber it’s only mid-February.

I’m normally very optimistic.
It’s hard to make me feel gloom
or dread. But I have this sinking

feeling that March is going to go
out more lion-like than usual,
no matter how it comes in.

One April in the early 1980s,
I packed my bags for a series of
meetings in St. Louis. Easter
had just passed early in the
month, and we had enjoyed two
weeks of warm, beautiful, white-
cardigan weather.

I packed all my spring duds
for the trip — skirts, sandals,
and nary a down jacket was in
sight.

Imagine my horror when we
arrived in town just in time for
a late snowstorm. Even the
modest 2 inches of snow we
heard forecasted on the radio
would have been hard to navi-

gate in open-toed espadrilles. I
thanked the good Lord above
that the meetings would all be
held in a hotel convention cen-
ter. There would be no need to
venture outside; temperatures
inside would still herald spring.

Then I found out we had
been assigned a room in the
hotel’s annex — a snowy, drea-
ry, slippery 100 yards away. I
must admit it was one of the
few times in my life when I mut-
tered under my breath about
the blasted cold snap.

If April showers bring May
flowers, what do April snows
bring?

I fervently hope we don’t
have to find out.

Winter not been a good one for snow lovers
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We have reached the
halfway mark of the 2012 ses-
sion, and I believe the House of
Representatives has much to
show for our 30 days in
Frankfort. Since Jan. 3, we
have been hard at work moving
legislation through the com-
mittee process, working on
budget issues within our sub-
committees and meeting with
constituents and stakeholders
on issues of importance to
Kentuckians.

As of Tuesday, the House
has passed 68 bills that have
been sent to the Senate for
their consideration. These bills
impact redistricting, educa-
tion, public safety, health care,
veterans and military affairs,
and economic development.

District lines for state
House and Senate seats that
will appear on this spring’s pri-
mary election ballot remain up
in the air this week as an
appeal of last week’s Franklin
Circuit Court ruling declaring
House Bill 1 unconstitutional
made its way to the Kentucky
Supreme Court. With the chal-
lenge to HB 1 on what some
are calling a “fast track” for
Supreme Court action, this

issue could be settled sooner
rather than later. Both House
and Senate members and oth-
ers involved in the election
process are certainly eager for
a quick resolution.

Last week, the House
passed HB 216 by an 87-to-10
margin. The bill would
increase the school attendance
age in Kentucky from 16 to 17
on July 1, 2016. On July 1,
2017, the compulsory atten-
dance age would automatically
be raised from 17 to 18. The
bill’s primary focus is to
require local school districts to
place an increased emphasis
on alternative education pro-
grams (not the normal class-
room setting) that helps keep
our children in school.
Jessamine County’s Providence
School is a model for the state
and is what the bill attempts to
do on a statewide basis.

The House also passed
House Concurrent Resolution
129, of which I am a principal
co-sponsor, on a 94-to-0 vote.
The bill establishes a task
force to study issues involving
juveniles caught in the judicial
system. That includes status
offenses — violations like tru-
ancy that wouldn’t be a crime
for adults — and how children
involved in domestic violence
cases are affected. This would
also include a review of those
cases where children 10 and
younger were charged with a
crime. Kentucky incarcerates
more children than any other
state except New York and
Texas. Hopefully the task force
will bring all parties to table
and resolve this black mark on
our criminal-justice system.

Other bills to pass last
week to help streamline
processes and save money
include HB 90, which requires
electronic filing of election
finance reports for all candi-
dates and slates of candidates
running for statewide office,
beginning in 2015. HB 293
would limit how special elec-
tions for vacancies in the
General Assembly are conduct-

ed if only one candidate quali-
fies for the ballot. For exam-
ple, voting might only take
place in the county clerk’s
office. 

We are also working on the
state budget. Moderate growth
is predicted — and there are
significant savings from over-
hauls of Medicaid and the
penal code — but it’s not
enough to offset the end of
federal stimulus funds. There
are many challenges ahead as
we look at the governor’s pro-
posed budget, which includes
an 8.4-percent cut in spending
for most state agencies. State
agencies have already dealt
with cuts of 25-30 percent in
the past three years, and the
additional cuts would result in
reduced services to most
Kentuckians.

You can stay informed of
legislative action on any bill
of interest by using the legis-
lature’s website at
www.lrc.ky.gov. You may also
leave a message for any legis-
lator at 1-800-372-7181 or
reach Damron at his
Frankfort office at 502-564-
2217 or through his website,
www.bobdamron.com.

House approves plethora of legislation
by halfway mark of general session

We have reached the halfway
point of the 2012 General
Assembly session. There are
daily committee meetings, poli-
cy briefings, visits from con-
stituents and meetings with var-
ious advocacy groups.

Early in the week, the
Senate passed Senate Bill 103
in a bipartisan vote that will
require a doctor performing an
abortion to first perform an
ultrasound (which is done any-
way) so that the woman may
view it, if she wishes. The
woman will not be forced to
look at the picture. However, it
is important, as with any med-
ical procedure, for the woman
to have the most information
possible. It can also be hoped
that the mother will have the
opportunity to perhaps recon-
sider her decision.

In addition, we passed
House Bill 121 that will require
all POW flags sold in Kentucky
to be made in the United States.
These flags represent our men
and women who gave up a por-
tion of their lives, undergoing
mistreatment and worse, in
defense of America. It is only
correct that these symbols be
made with American labor.

I would like to give you an
update on some of the other
major issues being discussed in
Frankfort. As many of you have
heard, SB 151, the casino bill,
was introduced this week. It
would provide for up to seven
full casinos around Kentucky,
some at horse tracks, others
free-standing. Some point out
that any revenue would go to
vague and general purposes.
The constitutional amendment
is being heard next week in
committee. I know that the bill
will likely go through changes; I
will keep you posted on the
evolving events.

Also this week, the Senate
Health and Welfare Committee,
on which I serve, heard again
from the Medicaid managed-
care companies. We are getting
flooded with phone calls, e-
mails, and messages from both
providers and patients with
legitimate complaints of late
payments and delayed authori-
zations, often for procedures
that should be routine. In one
incredible case, a woman in
labor arrived at the hospital and
the managed care organization
required a pre-authorization
before reimbursing. Fourteen
days later with both mom and
baby safe at home, the company
still hadn’t authorized the birth.
The committee asked for a
time-table for the correction of

these problems.
The governor recently

announced the membership of
his tax-reform commission that
is charged with looking at
Kentucky’s tax code and making
recommendations to the 2013
General Assembly. To be frank,
he appointed no one who is an
economist or tax expert or
accountant. With one or two
exceptions, such as Luther
Deaton of Nicholasville, whom I
have great respect for and will
absolutely bring strong back-
ground in the working of the
nation’s economy, they are advo-
cates who either have a history
of wanting higher taxes to fund
their causes or are on the
record as favoring the redistrib-
ution of wealth. You can be sure
that legislators will be watching
the actions of this task force
closely.

Finally, I was proud to sign
my name to a brief filed with
the U.S. Supreme Court that
challenges the constitutionality
of Obamacare. It is my belief
that the federal government
has no constitutional power to
force free citizens into purchas-
ing a product from a private
business — in this case, health
insurance. In this action, I’ve
joined 300 other state legisla-
tors from across the country
and 59 lawmakers from right
here in Kentucky whose attor-
neys general have not chal-
lenged this law. Legislation to
this effect has been introduced
various times but all have been
blocked in the House of
Representatives. While I am
committed to promoting the
public welfare and the health of
all Kentuckians, I am firmly
against the encroachment upon
individual freedoms and states’
sovereignty.

There are a variety of ways
you can obtain more informa-
tion on the goings-on in your
capital city. You can log on at
www.lrc.ky.gov. There is a toll
free message line at 1-800-372-
7181. If you call 1-800-633-9650,
you can hear a taped message
of information on legislative
committee. To check the status
of a bill, you may call the toll-
free Bill Status Line at 1-866-
840- 2835.

Bills concerning
ultrasounds, POW
flags pass Senate
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