
We caught a ride with an Indiana driver Monday morning to see what the new com-
mute is like. See videos, photos and past coverage at www.courier-journal.com/

sherman. Join the conversations on Facebook at www.facebook.com/shermanmintonbridge.

INSIDE: A look at the impact of the reopening on area businesses is on B2.

Janna Singleton got 30 minutes of
her life back Monday.

For the past five months, Sin-
gleton has endured a morning com-
mute that took at least 50 minutes, te-
diously traveling from her Floyds
Knobs area home onto Interstate 265,
south onto Interstate 65 and across the
bumper-to-bumper Kennedy Bridge
before finally reaching her downtown
Louisville office.

But now that the Sherman Minton
Bridge, closed since Sept. 9 because of
a 2½-inch crack, is once again open for
traffic, Singleton can reach work in
less than 20 minutes.

“I’m just excited to get the time
back and get back to normal,” said Sin-
gleton near the LG&E office on Ninth
Street and Broadway, where she’s a
budget analyst.

On the first work day after the Sher-

man Minton reopened, the commute
was blissfully uneventful, officials
and commuters reported.

Vehicles moved speedily across the
Sherman Minton, and for the first
workday in months, traffic wasn’t
backed up across the Kennedy Bridge
deep into Clark County, Ind. The re-
versible lane south across the Clark
Bridge was gone as well and won’t re-
turn, Louisville Metro Police said.

And while the Presidents Day holi-
day may have contributed to Monday’s
blissful commute, Indiana authorities
fully expect traffic to return to its rou-
tine before the Sherman Minton
closed, said Sgt. Jerry Goodin, spokes-
man for the Indiana State Police post in

Traffic flows easily across the Sherman Minton Bridge on Monday morning. The bridge, closed for repairs Sept. 9, reopened
late Friday night. The span carries Interstate 64 across the Ohio RIver. AARON BORTON/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Reopened bridge
means a much easier

commute for many
“I’m just excited to get the time back and get back to

normal,” said Janna Singleton, whose 50-minute
commute to Louisville returned to 20 minutes.

By Joseph Lord and
Ben Zion Hershberg
The Courier-Journal

Janna Singleton drives into
downtown Louisville Monday
morning. MATT STONE, THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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Get the latest traffic info on
your smart phone to help with
your commute. Scan this code
with a QR Code reader or go to
www.bit.ly/cjtraffic
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — A national organiza-
tion trying to defeat a bill that would re-
quire prescriptions for medications con-
taining pseudoephedrine — a key ingredi-
ent in the illegal drug methamphetamine
— spent more than five times as much as
any other group on lobbying the Kentucky
General Assembly last month.

In a report filed last week with the Leg-
islative Ethics Commission, the Consumer
Healthcare Products Association of Wash-
ington reported spending $194,957.76 to
lobby Kentucky lawmakers in January.

The group that spent the second-largest
amount for the month was the Kentucky
Hospital Association, at $36,120.

In fact, Consumer Healthcare reported
spending more on Frankfort lobbying for
the month than the next eight largest
groups combined, according to lobbying
expense data posted on the website of the
Legislative Ethics Commission.

“That’s almost an obscene amount of
money to be spending in one month on one

LOBBYING
COSTS
SOAR ON
METH BILL
Industry group against
measure spent $194,957
By Tom Loftus
tloftus@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See METH, Page A6

2012 KENTUCKY
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WASHINGTON — Deaths from liver-de-
stroying hepatitis C are on the rise, and
new data show baby boomers especially
should take heed — they are most at risk.

Federal health officials are consider-
ing whether anyone born between 1945
and 1965 should get a one-time blood test
to check if their livers harbor this ticking
time bomb. The reason: Two-thirds of peo-
ple with hepatitis C are in this age group,
most unaware that a virus that takes a few
decades to do its damage has festered
since their younger days.

The issue has taken new urgency since
two drugs hit the market last summer that
promise to cure many more people than
ever was possible. And research pub-
lished Monday says testing millions of the
middle-aged to find those who need the
pricey treatment would be worth the cost,
saving thousands of lives.

“One of every 33 baby boomers are liv-
ing with hepatitis C infection,” says Dr.
John Ward, hepatitis chief at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
“Most people will be surprised, because
it’s a silent epidemic.”

Increase in hepatitis C deaths
putting baby boomers at risk

SOURCE: Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

AP

For every 100 infected...

75 to 85 will develop chronic infection

60 to 70 will develop
chronic liver disease

5 to 20 will develop cirrhosis

1 to 5 will die of cirrhosis or liver cancer

SILENT EPIDEMIC
With new treatments for hepatitis C now
on the U.S. market, the government is
working to get more people to take a
one-time blood test for the disease.

See HEPATITIS, Page A2

By Lauran Neergaard
Associated Press

University Hospital’s search for poten-
tial partners is attracting interest from the
new health-care company it unsuccessful-
ly sought to join last year — a company
that limits reproductive care because of
Catholic health directives.

And that’s upsetting
critics who say Gov.
Steve Beshear has al-
ready rejected a pro-
posed merger involv-
ing those hospital sys-
tems because it didn’t
serve the public’s best
interests.

“I think they want to
do the old deal, or re-
structure it in a way
that it’s approved,” said
Dr. Peter Hasselbacher, a merger critic
and emeritus professor of medicine at the
University of Louisville. “To continue to
try to run roughshod over the community
and the community’s concerns is a betray-
al.”

Hospital
partner
hunt again
draws fire
By Laura Ungar
lungar@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

ON THE
WEB
Read much
more about
University Hos-
pital’s merger
attempts at
www.courier-
journal.com/
merger.

See UNIVERSITY, Page A6
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to apply or visit your local
Republic Bank banking center.

Republic Bank

Quick & Simple
Home Refinance Loan

! Up to 15 year fixed rate loan
! $199 closing costs
! Ten minute application process

3.750% Interest Rate

3.920% APR*

* Loan example: $150,000 fixed rate loan - 3.920% Annual Percentage Rate with 240 payments of $889.33. Rate and APR as of 2/13/2012. $199 Promotional closing costs available for loan amounts up to $417,000; title insurance may be required. 80% loan to value. Primary checking account with loan payment ACH
required for promotional closing costs. Subject to change daily. Limited time offer. Terms, costs, and rates subject to change. Please contact one of our banking officers for information on higher loan amounts. Examples do not include monthly taxes and insurance and your actual payment may be greater. Loan
subject to underwriting and approval. Republic Bank and Trust Company Loan Originator ID #402606. CJ-0000327206
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