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BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — Linda Gray 
might be at home in Dallas, but at heart she’s 
a vagabond. After the original hit series ended 
in 1991, Gray was invited to be a goodwill 
ambassador for the United Nations. It changed 
her life.

“What it exposed me to was developing 
countries, but not the nice parts,” she says, 
leaning her elbow on the back of a white canvas 
couch in a hotel room. 

“Not the parts a travel agent would send 
you to. I was going to villages of 800 people 
and hanging out — Nicaragua, Rajasthan — 
but once you’ve experienced that and you get 
to sit with humanity one to one, I sat in their 
little homes that were as big as that chest over 
there,” she points to a bureau across the room. 

“I sat and talked with them. I 
was finding out about women’s 
and  children’s health issues. It was 
 amazing, amazing, amazing. So I 
spent 10 years doing that,” says 
Gray. 

“I think I was born a curious 
person,” she says. “So I do things 
that I’m curious about. And it’s like, 
‘I wonder what that would be like 
to do that?’ I’m not jumping out of an airplane 
because I think that’s crazy. ... I love life and I 
can chew it up and assimilate it and digest it. ... 
I have this hunger for different cultures.” 

Even so, she is thrilled to be back as the 
 savvy Sue Ellen, J.R.’s ex-wife on TNT’s 
 extension of the original primetime soap. “It 
was like, ‘OK, at 71 years old to be offered a 
series is rare in our  industry anyway.’ And so I 
felt honored. I thought, ‘Isn’t that lovely to be 
invited back.’ Most women now at 35 to 40, 
they’re considered ‘ehhhh,’” she flips her thumb 
in a gesture to  indicate dismissal. “‘Let’s focus 
on the young people.’ 

“So I thought, ‘The matriarchal system is 
coming in, and I feel that the people maybe 
 unconsciously, consciously — I don’t know — 
but I feel there is an honoring of the matriarch 
that is seeping into our culture that didn’t seep 
in before. So I felt, ‘OK, why not be one of 
those matriarchs instead of just seeing yet again 
the masculine guys out there?’” 

After all these years Gray reveals the price 
she paid for playing the younger Sue Ellen to 
throngs of fans. 

“Every weekend for six months in a row, 
when the show hit its peak, someone was out at 
my house photographing me for some German, 
French or Italian magazine. I was like, ‘This has 
taken over my life. I don’t have a life.’ The kids 
resented it, and everybody would go out to  dinner 
and people would come over for  autographs. And 
I thought, ‘This isn’t what I signed on to do.’ I’m 
acting, yes, but I didn’t know the enormity of 
what I’d signed on for. ... I thought, ‘I’m ruining 
my family, and this is not healthy.’” 

She still bore the responsibility of 
 homemaking, she says. She was up at 4 a.m., 
frantically putting dinner into a Crock-Pot 
before she left for a long day’s shoot. 

“I was just kind of going along, this is part of 
the job and trying to fit it all in. And I couldn’t 
do it,” she sighs. 

“I tried really hard, but it didn’t always work. 
As a woman it was  challenging 
because Larry (Hagman) and 
Patrick (Duffy) had wives. They 
went home, they had dinner and 
could spend some time with their 
wives and their children, and then 
they’d go to bed and their wives had 
their breakfast for them. I had to 
do everything myself. As a woman, 
that’s what we do. ... You have to 

reposition your priorities.” 
She didn’t quit her job, she ended her 

 marriage. “And that was a huge, huge, huge 
thing,” she shakes her head. 

“But it wasn’t supportive, so I had to make 
a big decision. It was challenging because my 
 husband has since passed, and I bless him for all 
the years he was there for me, but at a certain 
point, it wasn’t loving and supportive anymore. 
And so I had to make a decision, a hard one 
 because the kids were teenagers. That’s when 
they need you. It wasn’t that I wasn’t there for 
them, I was. But they needed a family unit.” 

Would she marry again? 
Grinning, she says, “Maybe I would. I don’t 

know because the interesting thing is, I love my 
freedom. Now that we’re picked up I have to be in 
Dallas again to live. If you’re in a  relationship, what 
do you do? What I found when I was there, I was 
tired on weekends. I said, ‘I have to maybe go to 
bed early, take a bath or have an apple for dinner.’ 
If you’re in a relationship and have to lovingly 
 compromise — which you do in any relationship 
— I thought this is hard to bring someone into 
this kind of world if they don’t understand it.”

Linda Gray leaves globetrotting days behind to return as doyenne of Southfork 
BACK AT THE RANCH
By Luaine Lee

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

TN
T

ON TV
‘Dallas’
9 p.m. Wed. on 
TNT
Online: Watch  
full episodes at 
Dallastnt.com

Linda Gray 
is delighted 
to be back 
 playing Sue 
Ellen, even 
though the 
role took a toll 
on her family 
the first time.


