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“It’s a combination of the 
economy … performance on the 
field and the television package 
offering another option for fans,” 
Peevy said, noting that every UK 
game is on television now, which 
wasn’t the case previously, and 
that some fans prefer to watch 
games from the comfort of their 
living rooms.

Kentucky is coming off a 5-7 
season that saw it miss out on 
going to a bowl game for the first 
time in five seasons.

Peevy acknowledged UK’s per-
formance was partly responsible 
for the decrease in sales.

“Last year’s season, not go-
ing to a bowl game, probably 
had some impact,” he said. “But 
I’d say it’s not attributed only to 
that.”

He noted that at league meet-
ings other Southeastern Confer-
ence schools lamented that ticket 
sales were down at their places 
and around the country.

“If other schools have prob-
lems in our league — which is by 
far the best football — then I’m 

sure we’re going to have some of 
that, too,” Peevy said.

“If other schools aren’t selling 
out, the LSUs of the world and 
the South Carolinas are having 
concerns, Tennessee, then you 
know it’s going to affect us to 
some level.”

But officials at two of the three 
SEC schools Peevy mentioned in-
dicated they have not seen a de-
cline in ticket sales this season.

Louisiana State has sold out its 
season ticket allotment (68,500), 
said Brian Broussard, an assistant 
athletic director at the school.

South Carolina is on pace to 
top its season ticket sales from 
last season.

As of Thursday, the Game-
cocks had sold 47,442 tickets, 
down 149 from last season’s 
47,591, but there are several 
weeks to make up that differ-
ence.

Officials from Tennessee did 
not return phone messages about 
season ticket figures.

In an interview with the Her-
ald-Leader in late June, UK Ath-
letics Director Mitch Barnhart 
acknowledged that season ticket 
sales were “down a little bit, but 
not horrible.”

He noted that he always waits 
until he sees the final total.

“We’re pretty steady during 
the summer, and the numbers 
are just about where they were 
last year in terms of steady in the 
summer,” Barnhart said.

He was out of town and un-
available for comment Thursday.

The most season tickets UK 
has sold during the past decade 
was 56,440 in 2009, when they 
were sold out by July 21.

The fewest season tickets 
sold during the past decade was 
42,974 in 2006.

At the annual Governor’s Cup 
luncheon Thursday, Coach Joker 
Phillips noted that UK was 27th 
in the country in attendance last 
season (420,052 total, with an 
average of 60,007) and has been 
in the top 30 the past 15 years.

“We’ve got good fan support,” 
Phillips said.

About 200 fans have purchased 
the mini-plan pack ages Kentucky 
started offering late last week, 
but those don’t count toward the 
season ticket total.

UK has fielded some ques-
tions from season ticket holders 
about the new packages but has 
had just one request for a refund.

Season tickets remain the best 
value for fans because the K-Fund 
donation helps them accumulate 
points for priority seating, Peevy 
said. He also noted that the mini-
plans are lower-level end zone 
seats at best.

“The season ticket’s got to be 
the best value,” he said. “We can’t 
afford for that not to be the best 
value. If not, everybody would 
just wait until the last minute to 
see if we’ve got any other plans.”

The reward for fans who have 
purchased tickets is that they 
probably are getting better seats.

“A lot of people that have held 
on, their tickets have improved,” 
Peevy said. “You’ve got people 
who went from upper to lower; 
they got eight together they were 
never able to get. There’s been 
some benefit from the people 
who held on.”
■ Louisville has not com-

pleted its final season ticket tally, 
but officials said Thursday that 
the school has sold 41,500. Ken-
tucky opens its season Sept. 2 
at U of L’s Papa John’s Cardinal 
Stadium.

Staff writer Ben Roberts contributed  
to this report.
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Delta Airlines. “As a matter of fact, I’ve even 
taken a little trip to Sturgis, Ky., where they 
have Little Sturgis. That was an experience 
and fun. You know, the biker thing.”

Little Sturgis is the annual motorcycle 
rally held there.

Back in the day, however, Alfred “Sonny” 
Collins burst on the scene out of Madisonville 
High School, an explosive running back with 
a ton of moves. He could dart and dash, give 
the defense the hip then take it away, redirect 
on a dime.

He was recruited to Kentucky by John 
Ray, who sold Collins on his vision of build-
ing a winner at UK. 

But then Ray was let go and in came Fran 
Curci, the mercurial Miamian who installed 
the veer offense that played to Collins’ 
strength, getting the ball on the edge and go, 
go, go.

Lettering from 1972-75, Collins rushed for 
a school-record 3,835 yards. He produced 18 
games of rushing for 100 or more yards and 
scored 26 career touchdowns. This was at a 
time when the program, with a new stadium 
and new competitiveness, began to explode 
in popularity under Curci.

This was the 1970s, and Collins fit the 
rock-star image of the era. He sported a large 
Afro that people later realized was a wig. He 
wore fur coats and fancy shoes. 

Unfortunately, Collins’ legacy was dimin-
ished somewhat by the scandals that put the 
1976 and 1977 UK football teams on proba-
tion.

But Collins says what you saw on the field 
— a natural talent — was unlike what was 
happening on the practice field.

“I really wasn’t a talented athlete, but I did 
work extremely hard off-season and that was 
the key,” Collins said, adding that he had to 
be prepared given the intensity and talent at 
practices.

“We had athletes who you could see were 
All-Americans literally before they became 
All-Americans,” he said. “(Coach Curci) was 
bringing in athletes that were phenomenal. 
It was like a miniature NFL team. After my 
senior year, that’s when they started going 
9-3 and 10-1.”

Collins played just one season in the 
NFL with the Atlanta Falcons. Once he left 
football, he left football. He said he followed 
Kentucky basketball — “My dream was to 
be a basketball player,” he said — but didn’t 
really get back involved in football until he 
welcomed grandchildren, four of whom are 
boys who are athletic and interested in the 
sport.

“When I finished playing football, I was 
done,” he said. “But just here in the last two 
or three years, when I’m invited to come back 
home and be a part of any event or anything 
where I can participate for the university or 
the state, I welcome it with open arms.

“The grandkids will say, ‘Granddad, I 
didn’t know you played ball’ because they 
don’t see any of that stuff around the house. 
They just see motorcycles and Harley-David-
son magazines. 

“But I turn 60 in January and I’m enjoying 
every moment of it.”

John Clay: (859) 231-3226. Blog: johnclaybloginky.
com. Twitter: @johnclayiv.
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We understand that. It’ll be an in-
tense game.”

It will be intense for both teams 
for different reasons.

After a 5-7 season and no bowl, 
Phillips is on many of the national 
“hot seat” watch lists.

But when asked what he wor-
ries about before this season 
starts, Phillips was quick to say: “I 
don’t worry.

“I don’t have time to worry. My 
time needs to be put on making 
sure we put a productive product 
on the field.”

The UK coach also acknowl-
edged that this game historically 
is a boon for the team that wins. 
Up until last season, the Cats had 
won four in a row.

“The team that has won this 
game usually leaves with momen-
tum,” he said. “It’s an important 
game for both teams that are in-
volved. When it’s important, it 
makes it an intense rivalry.”

Strong said his team’s 24-17 
win in Lexington was a boost for 
the Cardinals, who are rated in the 
top 25 of several pre-season guides 
this season.

“Any game you want to go win, 
but it was one of those where 
they’d won four straight, and to 
go win in Lexington was big,” he 
said.

The Louisville coach noted 
that the Cardinals and Cats mirror 
each other in many ways, includ-
ing their youth. Louisville has only 
nine seniors; UK has 17 seniors, 
but not all play regularly.

“You’re looking at two teams 
that are very young football teams, 
so it’s going to be the preparation 
and just getting ready and seeing 

who can develop their leadership 
early,” Strong said.

Youth also means there has 
been trash talk (especially through 
social media) on both sides.

Both coaches said they discour-
age that sort of behavior.

“All the talking … seems like 
some guy who doesn’t even play 

does all the talking,” Strong said. 
“You have to just shut up. … We 
don’t need to put anything out 
there; just worry about your pro-
gram, worry about your football 
team.”

Jennifer Smith: (859) 231-3241. Twitter: 
@jenheraldleader. Blog: ukfootball.
bloginky.com.
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FOOTBALL2012 Kentucky schedule
(Home games in capital letters)

Sept. 2  At Louisville 3:30

Sept. 8  KENT ST. 7:30

Sept. 15  W. KENTUCKY 7

Sept. 22  At Florida TBA

Sept. 29  SO. CAROLINA TBA

Oct. 6  MISSISSIPPI ST. TBA

Oct. 13  At Arkansas TBA

Oct. 20  GEORGIA TBA

Oct. 27  At Missouri TBA

Nov. 3  VANDERBILT TBA

Nov. 17  SAMFORD TBA

Nov. 24  At Tennessee TBA

2012 Louisville schedule
(Home games in capital letters)

Sept. 2  KENTUCKY 3:30

Sept. 8  MISSOURI ST. 3:30

Sept. 15  NO. CAROLINA 3:30

Sept. 22  At Fla. International 7

Sept. 29  At Southern Miss. 8

Oct. 13  At Pittsburgh TBA

Oct. 20  SOUTH FLORIDA TBA

Oct. 26  CINCINNATI 8

Oct. 27  TEMPLE TBA

Nov. 3  At Syracuse TBA

Nov. 10  CONNECTICUT TBA

Nov. 24  At Rutgers 7:30

Upcoming UK events
Friday: Kickoff Luncheon (in the 
Bluegrass Ballroom at Lexington 
Center), noon

Saturday: Women’s football clinic 
at Commonwealth Stadium, 8 a.m.

Aug. 3: Media Day, first practice

Aug. 4: Fan Day at Commonwealth 
Stadium, 5 p.m.

Sept. 2: Season opener at Louis-
ville, 3:30 p.m.

Former 
Kentucky star 
Sonny Collins, 
who attended 
the UK-U of 
L football 
luncheon, 
enjoys riding 
Harley-David-
sons in his 
retirement.

UK Coach Joker Phillips played it safe at the podium. Last year, Phillips 
said the Cats would be “pretty damn good” and “kick some people.”

PHOTOS BY PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader.com

“It’s an important game for both teams ... It makes it an intense rivalry.”
Joker Phillips, on playing Louisville
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