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The hiring of companies 
such as Socialverse, UDiligent 
or Varsity Monitor is becom-
ing increasingly common 
across college campuses, espe-
cially ones that have noticed 
the potential and problems of 
social media. Calipari might 
be a social media pioneer, but 
other schools have had less 
positive experiences, includ-
ing the University of North 
Carolina, which found itself in 
an NCAA investigation after a 
careless tweet by a player.

The growth of such social 
media tracking also is rais-
ing concerns among privacy 
advocates, who say that re-
quiring students to hand over 
password-protected content 
to administrators is a viola-
tion of the right to privacy.

“It’s clearly unconstitu-
tional,” said Bradley Shear, 
a Bethesda, Md., attorney 
who has worked on state and 
federal legislation to ban the 
practice. “The students are 
told if they want to keep their 
scholarships they have to 
provide access to password-
protected content.”

Earlier this year, U.S. Rep. 
Eliot  Engel, D-N.Y., filed a bill 
known as the  Social Network-
ing Online Protection Act, 
which would ban such tracking 
by employers and universities.

The national American 
Civil Liberties Union sup-
ports the measure.

“We do think it’s a big deal,” 
said Chris Calabrese, ACLU 
legislative counsel. “What 

makes this problematic is that 
so many people’s personal lives 
are moving online now, and 
we think you should be able 
to have that kind of privacy 
online as you do off line. When 
universities and employers can 
blur that line, that’s a very bad 
example for the future of where 
we’re going.”

The ACLU is backing a 
Minnesota middle school stu-
dent who filed a federal law-
suit after school employees 
searched her Facebook and 
email accounts.

Shear also said universi-
ties that take on social me-
dia monitoring are creating 
a huge legal liability because 
they will have much more in-
formation about students and 
what they do. In other words, 
if you track all the social me-
dia of students, you’ve taken 
on more legal responsibility 
over what they do.

“ T h e y ’ve  o p e n e d  a 
 Pandora’s box,” Shear said.

Some coaches just say no
Peevy said he doesn’t 

agree with the privacy issue 
because social media is all 
public, which is exactly the 
problem.

“You’ve got to be more pro-
active now because it’s part of 
their regular conversation,” 
he said, adding that some stu-
dents are more apt to direct-
message one another on Twit-
ter than have a conversation.

Former UK football player 
Randall Cobb found out how 
public Twitter is in the Big 
Blue Nation in 2010 when 
he posted a complaint about 
fan support. He deleted it, 

but that only stirred the fu-
ror. Cobb later made a public 
apology.

Last year, Coach Joker 
Phillips told the Herald-Lead-
er that he tells his players 
they might as well start each 
tweet with “Dear (NFL) Gen-
eral Manager.”

“That’s who you’re sending 
it to,” Phillips said. “You’re not 
just sending it to a friend or a 
fan, you’re sending it to every-
body across the country.”

But coaches at UK have 
latitude about their players’ 
social media practices. Last 
season, women’s basketball 
coach Matthew Mitchell 
banned his players from Twit-
ter during their season.

On Thursday, the Associ-
ated Press reported that Flor-
ida State football coach Jimbo 
Fisher had banned his players 
from Twitter for the rest of 
the year.

Fisher’s move came after 
some players tweeted objec-
tionable material in recent 
weeks, including one that 
quoted rap lyrics about kill-
ing police officers, the AP 
reported. 

Also Thursday, University 
of Louisville football Coach 
Charlie Strong talked about 
Twitter at the Governor’s Cup 
luncheon in Simpsonville.

He was asked whether he 
monitors Twitter during the 
summer.

“When a guy says some-
thing he shouldn’t say, it’s 
tracked down fairly quickly,” 
he said. “Social media — I 
say it all the time — it’s go-
ing to be the downfall of so-
ciety. People tweet and never 

realize that once you tweet, 
it’s there and it’s never going 
away. … Once it’s posted; it’s 
posted. We just have to be 
smart about what we do and 
what we say.”

Two years ago, Peevy 
said, the UK athletics depart-
ment started the school year 
by having a group of social 
media experts talk to all the 
student athletes. The forum 
had started before that, when 
one of the group’s employ-
ees friended all the athletes. 
When she appeared before 
the athletes, no one knew who 
she was even though they had 
friended her on Facebook.

“It showed our students 
that they’ll friend anyone 
even if they have protect-
ed accounts,” Peevy said. 
“They’re finding out these 
things are not private, and 
they want more friends and 
more followers.”

Peevy said he thinks that 
Calipari is unique among 
coaches for the interest he 
takes in social media. Calipari 
sometimes does Follow Fri-
days on Twitter, in which he 
lists all the players’ accounts. 
But Peevy, who operates Cali-
pari’s Twitter account, says he 
understands the dangers.

“I think most coaches wish 
it would go away,” Peevy said. 
“It can be a beast and make 
a lot of problems, but if kids 
can be responsible, it can be a 
great tool for marketing.” 

Staff writer Jennifer Smith 
 contributed to this article.

Linda Blackford: (859) 231-1359. 
 Twitter: @lbblackford.
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sentence for killing Shalash.
“It saddens me to send 

another young person to the 
penitentiary,” Scorsone said. 

Mays was charged with 
one count of carrying a con-
cealed weapon, two counts of 
reckless driving and a count 
of driving on a suspended 
license after a traffic stop 
in Richmond on June 8. He 
was stopped after turning 
the wrong way on a one-way 
street after a visit to a night-
club with a friend, according 
to a police report. In addi-
tion to a .22-caliber pistol in 
Mays’ pants pocket, authori-
ties found an open package 
of Mad Hatter Incense, a 
type of synthetic drug, the 
report said. The Richmond 
charges led to Mays being ar-
rested July 16 on a probation 
violation charge. Assistant 
Fayette Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Cindy Rieker filed 
a motion to revoke Mays’ 
probation after the arrest 
in Richmond. Mays’ proba-
tion officer, James Hamlin, 
filed two affidavits alleging 
other probation violations, 
including testing positive for 
synthetic drug use and for 
failing to contact his proba-
tion officer for more than 
a month after his arrest in 
Richmond.

Roland told Scorsone 
at Thursday’s hearing that 
Mays, who underwent coun-
seling at a juvenile center in 
Louisville after he was con-
victed in Shalash’s death, 
needed additional counsel-
ing. She said Mays had apol-
ogized to the court, his fam-
ily and Shalash’s family. 

The judge said that Mays 
had been given many chanc-
es.

Mays fatally shot Shalash, 
17, in November 2009 while 
the two were alone at Mays’ 
home on Dorset Drive. Mays, 
who was 16 at the time of 
the shooting, told police that 
a man in a ski mask had shot 
his friend through an open 
window. Mays was charged 
with murder in 2010. He 
pleaded guilty to the lesser 
charge of second-degree in-
voluntary manslaughter the 
next year, admitting that he 
accidentally shot Shalash in 
the head while the two were 
handling a handgun and 
smoking marijuana.

Scorsone handed down a 
10-year sentence for Mays in 
February 2011.

But in a hearing in No-
vember, after Mays had been 
incarcerated for nearly two 
years in connection with 
Shalash’s death, Scorsone 
probated Mays’ sentence for 
five years. At that hearing, 
the judge told Mays that he 
had less than a month to 
prove himself and was on 
an “extremely short leash.” 
Scorsone ordered Mays to 
perform 30 hours a week of 
community service until he 
found a job or enrolled in a 
school. The judge also or-
dered him to stay away from 
guns and gun paraphernalia.

But the next month, 
Scorsone sent Mays back to 

jail for 90 days after Mays 
missed a meeting with Ham-
lin. The probation officer 
had filed a motion to revoke 
Mays’ probation, saying the 
teen had failed to report to 
the probation office, failed to 
complete community service 
and failed to pay on court-
ordered accounts.

At Thursday’s hearing, 
Scorsone said he was as-
tounded to hear a report 
that Mays said nobody cared 
about him. The judge went 
down a list of officials and 
social workers who had gone 
to bat for him.

“No, Mr. Mays, there’s a 
lot of people caring about 
you and wanting you to do 
well,” he said.

Mays was quoted in the 
Herald-Leader earlier this 
month as saying he didn’t 
think officials cared about 
him.

Mays said in the interview 
that the gun he was carrying 
when he was pulled over in 
Richmond was for protec-
tion. He wouldn’t say from 
whom he needed protection 
or where he got the gun.

“The judge don’t care,” 
Mays said in the interview. 
“All they care about is ‘He 
got another gun,’” he said. 
“They really don’t care about 
whether somebody threat-
ened my life.”

After the hearing Roland 
said, “This is what we ex-
pected.” 

She said Mays did not 
work with his probation of-
ficer after he got arrested in 
Richmond. 

“It’s disappointing, it’s 
saddening and it’s frustrat-
ing to him,” she said. Roland 
said she wasn’t sure Mays 
got the grief counseling he 
needed after Shalash’s death. 
She said Mays is disappoint-
ed in himself and frustrated 
about the situation he put 
himself in. 

Under Kentucky law, Mays 
must serve 20 percent of his 
sentence before being con-
sidered for parole. Scorsone 
gave Mays credit for time 
served — 781 days. Although 
the amount of time Mays has 
spent in jail is more than 20 
percent of his 10-year sen-
tence, Roland said that be-
cause Mays is being sent to 
prison for violating the terms 
of his probation, she doesn’t 
expect the state parole board 
to parole him soon. Roland 
said the charges against 
Mays in Madison County 
also could have a bearing on 
how much time Mays spends 
in prison. The gun charge in 
Madison County has been 
upgraded to convicted felon 
in possession of a handgun, 
she said. If Mays is found 
guilty of the charges against 
him in Madison County, she 
said, he could be sentenced 
to 5 to 10 years in prison on 
those charges.

Roland said she hopes 
Mays comes out of the situ-
ation as a man who makes 
better decisions. 

“He carries so much guilt 
about killing his best friend,” 
she said. 

Jennifer Hewlett: (859) 231-3308. 
Twitter: @HLPublicSafety.
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Circuit Judge Ernesto Scorsone sent Jamar Mays, foreground, 
to prison Thursday at a hearing on the 19-year-old’s violation 
of probation. “It saddens me to send another young person to 
the penitentiary,” Scorsone said.
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But besides the undeniable 
stamp of British whimsy on a 
sporting event so often viewed 
in reverential terms, perhaps 
the biggest difference at Fri-
day’s opening ceremonies of 
the 2012 London Games will 
be the Olympic stadium itself. 

In stark contrast with the 
monument to millennial great-
ness that was the Bird’s Nest in 
Beijing, the humbler main ven-
ue nestled inside a reclaimed 
urban wasteland in East Lon-
don is largely collapsible, with 
a comparatively tiny permanent 
core of just 25,000 seats. 

It speaks to the wholly dif-
ferent mission of the London 
Games: To bring the ponder-
ous, politicized and outsize 
Olympics back down to Earth. 

“I think there is a bit of a 
responsibility on us to bring 
these Games down to size 
and return them to a game 
for athletes, to hand them on 
in such a condition that other 
countries elsewhere around the 
world who have not had the 
Games thus far feel like they 
can be comfortable bidding for 
them,” said Hugh Robertson, 
Britain’s Minister for Sports 
and the Olympics. “I don’t feel 
they should be exclusively the 
reserve of global superpowers.” 

Still, at a stated cost of at 
least $15 billion — or three 
times more than envisioned a 
decade ago — these are hardly 
the austerity games of London 
1948, when visiting athletes 
were asked to bring their own 
food to a capital still healing 
from the Nazi blitz. 

The 2012 Games come dur-
ing a renaissance of the only 
city to host the modern Olym-
pics three times. This month’s 
inauguration of the 1,016-foot 
Shard tower — the tallest build-
ing in the European Union and 
fitted with a five-star hotel and 
$80 million apartments — sym-
bolized London’s rise into the 
playground of choice for Rus-
sian oligarchs, Saudi sheikhs 
and American bankers, even as 
much of the rest of Britain sinks 
deeper into the doldrums. 

And yet, where China hosted 
the most expensive Olympics 
in history to herald its arrival 
on the world stage, a Britain 
locked in recession is trying to 
do more with less. London’s ef-
fort is set to be better attended 
than the Beijing Games while 
costing nearly half as much. 

The 10,490 athletes from 205 
nations will compete in more 
temporary stadiums this year 
than at the last three summer 
Games combined. 

At the same time, organiz-
ers are tapping the games to 
fuel Britain’s resurgence as a 

cultural superpower. Particu-
larly at the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies, this nation will 
remind the world this is still 
the Green and Pleasant Land 
of William Blake and Shake-
speare, of Cruella de Vil and 
Captain Hook, of Queen Eliza-
beth II and music royalty like 
Paul McCartney. 

“What you’re going to get, 
generally speaking, is an im-
age of the U.K. as it is, warts 
and all,” said John Worne, di-
rector of strategy at the Brit-
ish Council, Britain’s cultural 
promotion agency.

On a sunny day in the tough 
East London host borough of 
Newham last Saturday, Ron 
Cooper, 84, carried the Olympic 
torch through cheering crowds 
with the aid of a walking 
stick and a heavy dose of per-
sonal gumption. A lightweight 
boxer representing Britain in 
the 1948 Games, as well as a 
cockney-accented curmudgeon, 
he embodies the schizophrenic 
sense of spirit and antipathy 
with which Londoners have 
embraced these Games. 

“Well, we’ve spent 9.3 bil-
lion pounds on it, so I guess we 
better go and watch now,” said 
Cooper, with no hint of irony. 
“It’s just too many people and 
too much traffic, all security 
lines and nuisance. But I guess 
it’s too late to turn back. After 
all this trouble, let’s just hope 
these bloody Games end up be-
ing fantastic.” 

If the last few days are any 
guide, it may not be smooth 
sailing ahead. Before the Games 
have even officially begun, orga-
nizers chalked up their first ma-
jor gaffe on Wednesday: They 
accidently ran up the South Ko-
rean flag for an early women’s 
soccer match between North 
Korea and Colombia, leading 
the furious North Koreans to 
storm off the pitch. Overcrowd-
ing and signal failures at St. 

Pancras Station — the hub for 
travelers heading to the new 
Olympic Park — is already 
sparking transit backups. 

“Oh, how I wish Paris 
would have won,” John Reeder, 
a London cab driver, moaned 
while stuck in a traffic jam next 
to one of the many lanes across 
London now reserved exclu-
sively for Olympic VIPs. 

Tabloid columnists, politi-
cians and average London-
ers are bemoaning the raw 
commercial juggernaut that 
is the London Games, where 
corporate bigwigs scored the 
best tickets and only beer by 
sponsor Heineken can be sold 
at Olympic venues. 

But the English brought 
something else to the fiercely 
serious Olympics besides a 
litany of complaints: British 
humor. Jennifer Saunders and 
Joanna Lumley, stars of the 
British comedy Absolutely 
Fabulous, debuted an Olympic 
special this week where they 
drunkenly ran around the main 
venue’s track. A new series 
called 2012 is spoofing earnest 
Olympic organizers and envi-
sioning such irreverent mishaps 
as the opening ceremony fire-
works setting off the military’s 
surface-to-air missiles stationed 
around the Olympic Park. 

The message? Dorothy, 
we’re not in Beijing anymore. 

“Come on, this is Britain. 
We’re not going to do thou-
sands of marching Chinese,” 
said Jon Plowman, executive 
producer of the BBC show 
2012. “There’s just something 
about the British character 
that isn’t good at getting all ex-
cited about something like the 
Olympics. You have this thing 
in America of being all gung-ho 
and saying, ‘Oh, this is going 
to be great,’ and ‘Yes, we can.’ 
But we’re not like that. We say, 
‘Well, yes, we might. It rather 
depends on the weather.’ ”
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OLYMPICS The London 
Olympics has 
more tempo-
rary stadiums 
than the last 
three sum-
mer Games 
combined. 
The basketball 
arena is one 
of the largest 
temporary 
venues ever 
for a Games.

BEN CURTIS 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — The last time this 
city hosted the Olympics, in 1948, 
the French team was so skepti-
cal of what war-weary, cuisine-
challenged Britain had to offer that 
they brought their own wine. 

Now more than a quarter-
million French people call London 
home, making it the largest French 
city outside France, and bottles of 
Bordeaux line supermarket shelves. 

Muslim competitors who 
wanted to pray together in ’48 had 
few places to do so. Today, the 
British capital probably has more 
mosques than any city in the West. 

Cameroonian boxers can rest 
easy knowing there’s comfort food 
at a restaurant up the road, Chi-
nese divers can chat in Mandarin 
with shopkeepers in Chinatown, 
Brazilian soccer players can dance 
the samba in a West End club and 
American athletes can be relieved 
that signs are still in English. 

The Olympics may like to boast 
of bringing the world to their hosts, 
but Londoners are already used to 
having the world outside their door-
step. London’s pluralism has lent a 
special flavor to these Games, held 
among residents who know what 
it’s like to host international gather-
ings — their living rooms often do 
that — and who mirror the diversity 
of the competitors, spectators and 
journalists flocking here. The city 
of 8 million has 50 minority groups 
of at least 10,000 people each, 
including the most Bangladeshis 
anywhere besides Bangladesh.

“It’s my favorite thing about 
London. You can be anybody and 
feel like you belong,” said Grace 
Nicholls, 23, one of the 40 percent 
of Londoners born outside Britain. 

LOS ANGELES TIMES

London’s visitors will 
feel right at home


