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 Prices Good Thru
 Thurs., Jan. 26, 2012

 We Fill Ink Jet Cartridges
 We Cut Chip Keys

 270-843-0126 • US 31-W ByPass
 (Fairview Plaza Shopping Center)

 Mon-Fri, 8am-7pm; Sat. 8am-6pm
 Sunday, 12 noon-5pm

 Supplement Your Heat 
 With A Lifesmart Stealth 6 

 Infrared Heater!
 NOW AT 

 ACE!

 It has six innovative 
 quartz elements 

 rated at 25,000 hours. 
 Heating up to 1,200 sq.ft.

 #4385209

 only $ 199 99

By FRED GOODALL
The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — The Bucca-
neers are counting on Greg Schi-
ano to lead them back to
respectability and transform
Tampa Bay into consistent win-
ners – much in the same way he
made Rutgers matter again.

The 45-year-old former Scar-
let Knights coach was hired
Thursday, more than three weeks
after the Bucs fired Raheem
Morris following a 4-12 finish.

The team scheduled a news
conference today to introduce
Schiano, who inherits a team that
allowed the most points in the
NFL this season.

“Coach Schiano is a bright,
meticulous teacher who knows
how to get the most out of his
players,” general manager Mark
Dominik said. “He built and ran
a pro-style program at Rutgers,
and he’s a defensive-minded
coach whose teams have always
been characterized by toughness
and a physical style of play.” 

Schiano was at Rutgers for 11
seasons, taking them from col-
lege football laughingstocks to a
program that has had winning
records in six of the last seven
years. He was an assistant coach
in the NFL with Chicago from
1996-98.

The Scarlet Knights appointed
offensive line coach Kyle Flood
as interim head coach while the
school searches for Schiano’s
replacement.

The Bucs fired Morris on Jan.
2 after Tampa Bay lost 10
straight to end the season, most
of them by double-digit margins.
The collapse following a promis-
ing 4-2 start came only a year
after the NFL’s youngest team
went 10-6 and narrowly missed
the playoffs.

The Glazer family that owns
the team interviewed at least 10
candidates for the opening,
including Oregon’s Chip Kelly,
who was offered the position
before turning it down earlier
this week.

The Bucs also talked to former
NFL head coaches Mike Sher-
man, Brad Childress and Marty
Schottenheimer; Carolina Pan-
thers offensive coordinator Rob
Chudzinski; Tennessee Titans
defensive coordinator Jerry
Gray; Cincinnati Bengals defen-
sive coordinator Mike Zimmer;
Green Bay quarterbacks coach
Tom Clements and former Pack-
ers offensive coordinator Joe
Philbin, who accepted the head
coaching opening with the
Miami Dolphins.

An 11th known candidate, ex-
Dallas Cowboys coach and cur-
rent Houston defensive coordi-
nator Wade Phillips, canceled a
scheduled interview with the
Bucs that would have taken
place while the Texans were in
the playoffs.

Bucs co-chairman Joel Glazer
said the club was thrilled to
entrust the team’s rebuilding pro-
ject to Schiano.

“During our thorough search,
we met with numerous impres-
sive candidates, but coach Schi-
ano surely distinguished him-
self,” Glazer said. “From his
leadership skills to his consider-
able track record, he is, simply
put, the right man for the job.” 

It’s not the first exhaustive
search the Glazers have conduct-
ed for a coach.

The Bucs pursued Steve

Spurrier before hiring Tony
Dungy in 1996, then tried to lure
Bill Parcells and Steve Mariucci
to Tampa Bay before trading two
first-round draft picks, as well as
a pair of second-rounders and $8
million cash to the Oakland
Raiders in exchange for the
opportunity to negotiate a con-
tract with Jon Gruden after the
2001 season.

Gruden led the Bucs to their
only Super Bowl title the follow-
ing season, but Tampa Bay has-
n’t won a playoff game since.
The Glazers fired him three
weeks after the Bucs lost the
final four games of 2008 to miss
the playoffs, and promoted Mor-
ris as his successor.

Tampa Bay went 17-31 under
Morris, who served as his own
defensive coordinator. The Bucs
allowed a franchise-record 494
points in 2011, including 31 of
more in seven of the last eight
games.

In addition to fixing a defense
that’s been rebuilt over the past
two drafts, getting young quar-
terback Josh Freeman back on
track will be a priority this off-
season.

Freeman threw for 25 touch-
downs and just six interceptions
in 2010, his second year in the
league and his first as a full-time
starter. The 24-year-old passed
for 16 TDs vs. 22 interceptions
this season.

The timing of the move could
put Rutgers in a bind with
national signing day less than a
week away. This is a pivotal time
in the recruiting process, with
coaches locking up commit-
ments from high school
prospects who make those agree-
ments official by signing nation-
al letters of intent starting
Wednesday.

Schiano’s contract with Rut-
gers runs through 2016 and pays
him around $2.35 million per
year.

He played linebacker at Buck-
nell, but never in the NFL. His
first big break in coaching came
at Penn State, where Joe Paterno

hired him to coach defensive
backs in 1991. He was at Penn
State through 1995, before being
hired by the Bears. 

Because of his success at Rut-
gers, there had often been specu-
lation for years about Schiano
possibly replacing Paterno when
the Hall of Famer was done
coaching. But when Penn State
was looking for a replacement
after firing Paterno amid a child
sex-abuse scandal involving one
of his former longtime assis-
tants, the school hired Patriots
offensive coordinator Bill
O’Brien.

Schiano has been courted by
several other colleges during his
time at Rutgers, most notably
Miami in 2006 and Michigan in
2007.

“I’ve had several opportuni-
ties over the years and none of
them felt right,” Schiano told
The Star-Ledger of Newark,
N.J., as he left Rutgers’ football
facility Thursday night “This
time, this one felt right.”

Schiano’s first four seasons at
Rutgers produced losing seasons,
but the program he took over was
practically at rock bottom in
major college football. Before he
was hired, the Scarlet Knights
played in only one bowl game in
their history.

Schiano brought structure and
discipline to a program that sore-
ly lacked both on every level.
Not only has Rutgers become a
consistent winner in the Big
East, but the Scarlet Knights
have regularly been among the
top teams in the country when it
comes to graduating players. He
also encouraged the school to
secure funding for multimillion
dollar upgrades to Rutgers’ facil-
ities, including a major stadium
renovation.

In 2005, Rutgers went 7-5 and
the next season the Scarlet
Knights were 11-2. They played
in six bowls under Schiano, win-
ning five, including a victory
over Iowa state in the Pinstripe
Bowl to cap a 9-4 season in
2011.

By MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — The
NFL’s most watched offseason
drama has turned stunningly
ugly.

Two days after Peyton Man-
ning complained about the dour
atmosphere around the Colts’
complex, team owner Jim Irsay
called his four-time league MVP
a “politician” and said he didn’t
appreciate Manning’s public
campaign.

The comments upstaged the
introduction of Irsay’s new
coach, Chuck Pagano, and came
six weeks before Irsay must
decide whether to pay the still-
recovering Manning a $28 mil-
lion bonus. Manning missed the
entire 2011 season after having
his third neck surgery in Septem-
ber.

“I don’t think it’s in the best
interest to paint the horseshoe in
a negative light. I really don’t,”
Irsay told reporters following
Pagano’s introduction. “The
horseshoe always comes first,
and I think one thing he’s always
known, because he’s been
around it so long, is that, you
know, you keep it in the family.
If you’ve got a problem you talk
to each other, it’s not about cam-
paigning or anything like that.”

Apparently, Manning got the
message.

Just a few hours after Irsay
responded to questions from
reporters, Manning tried to dial
things back by telling The Indi-
anapolis Star that he didn’t
intend to create a public spat.
Instead, Manning said he was
speaking from the heart after
watching so many of his friends
lose their jobs.

“At this point, Mr. Irsay and I
owe it to each other and to the
fans of the organization to handle
this appropriately and profes-
sionally, and I think we will. I’ve

already reached out to Mr. Irsay,”
Manning said. “I wasn’t trying to
paint the Colts in a bad light, but
it’s tough when so many people
you’ve known for so long are
suddenly leaving. I feel very
close to a lot of these guys and
we’ve done great things together.
It’s hard to watch an old friend
clean out his office. That’s all I
was trying to say.

“I just want to keep rehabbing
and working hard, and when the
time is right for Mr. Irsay and I to
sit down, I look forward to a
healthy conversation about my
future. I’ve worked too hard and
have such great respect and have
so many great relationships
inside the building and out, and
it’s incredibly important that
those remain.”

Clearly, Irsay wants the same
kind of relationship.

But over the past month, the
Colts have been as dysfunctional
as a Hollywood marriage.

Irsay, the team owner, has
fired vice chairman Bill Polian,
general manager Chris Polian,
coach Jim Caldwell and most of
his staff over the last three
weeks. Social media has sudden-
ly become the platform of choice
to update fans on pending deci-
sions, to shoot down rumors or
fan the speculation.

Last week, actor Rob Lowe
caused a media frenzy by tweet-
ing that Manning was about to
retire. The story got so much
attention even Pagano, who was
busy preparing for the Ravens’
AFC title game against New

England, noticed.
“You know, I’ve got a text or a

call out to Rob Lowe and I
haven’t heard back yet, so I’m
going to have get back to you on
that one,” Pagano said when
asked if he expected to be coach-
ing Manning next season.

The newest twist could be the
most damaging.

On Tuesday, Manning told
The Star that his only really con-
versation with the first-time gen-
eral manager Ryan Grigson had
come in passing and the flurry of
moves had those around the
team complex walking on
“eggshells.”

Many believe Manning’s com-
ments indicated how unhappy he
was in Indianapolis, prompting
speculation he was looking for a
way out.

Irsay didn’t like it that Man-
ning went public with his frustra-
tions.

“I have so much affection and
appreciation for Peyton. I mean
we’re family. We always will be
and we are,” Irsay said. “He’s a
politician. I mean look at, when
it comes to being competitive,
let’s just say on a scale of 1 to 10,
10 being the highest, we’re both
11s, OK? So there’s been plenty
of eggshells scattered around this
building by him with his compet-
itive desire to win.”

The drama may only be begin-
ning.

With Irsay’s men in place in
the front office and on the coach-
ing staff, Pagano can focus his
attention on selecting a staff.
Grigson said Pagano will make
those choices.

Irsay’s decisions will become
much more difficult.

Indy’s horrendous 2-14 season
has given it the No. 1 overall
pick, which Irsay has said they
will use for their quarterback of
the future – presumably Stan-
ford’s Andrew Luck.

By The Associated Press
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. —

Chad Ochocinco is going to the
Super Bowl again, and this time
he will be in uniform, answering
questions, instead of causing a
commotion by asking them.

He might even get on the field.
The Patriots receiver is return-

ing to the NFL’s title game,
changed but not chastened since
his time as a spotlight-seeking
superstar who crashed the big
party two years running as the
lead correspondent for the
“Ochocinco News Network.”
After a decade of losing in
Cincinnati – and having too much
fun doing it – Ochocinco swal-
lowed his considerable ego to fit
in better in New England, a fran-
chise that likes its players boring.

The payoff: a trip to the Super
Bowl for a player who had never
won a postseason game.

“It’s been a learning experi-
ence, that’s what this has been.
This had been one of the most
humbling experiences I’ve ever
been in,” he said Thursday as he
prepared for the Feb. 5 game
against the New York Giants.
“This is one of the first times I’ve
been about doing exactly what
everyone told me to do. It wasn’t
about the numbers. It wasn’t
about money. It wasn’t about
me.”

Does he regret the trade-off?
“No!” he said with an expletive

and a smile, “because I’ve done

the other thing over and over.”
“I’m happy, but the competi-

tive side of me is (angry),” he
said. “Does that make sense?”

Little about Ochocinco’s time
in New England does.

A six-time Pro Bowl selection
who had more than 1,000 yards
receiving in a seven-year span,
Ochocinco was acquired by the
Patriots over the summer for an
undisclosed draft pick. It was a
low-risk move for New England
coach Bill Belichick, the kind that
paid off for him when Randy
Moss caught a record-setting 23
touchdowns in the 16-0 regular
season of 2007.

“It didn’t happen that way,”
Ochocinco said. “I think God did
not want it that way. I think he put
me to the test.”

Ochocinco has struggled to
find a place in the offense, catch-
ing just 15 passes for 276 yards
and one touchdown this season –
all career lows. During the play-
offs, he has been even more invis-
ible: He was on the field for just
one play in the divisional playoff
against Denver; last week, after
missing practice to be at his
father’s funeral, he was on the
inactive list for the game.

“I handled myself with the
utmost professionalism,”
Ochocinco said. “I busted my
(butt), didn’t pout – that’s what I
do: ‘Give me the rock!’ But I did-
n’t do what people thought I
would do. Even I thought I was
going to do it.”

If anything good can be said
about Ochocinco’s contributions
this year, it’s that he wasn’t as bad

as defensive lineman Albert
Haynesworth, New England’s
other big-name reclamation pro-
ject. A two-time Pro Bowl selec-
tion with Tennessee,
Haynesworth was a bust with the
Redskins and again with the Patri-
ots before they cut him in
November. 

But even as he left him to stew
on the sidelines, Belichick had no
complaints about Ochocinco.

“Chad has worked hard,” the
coach said. “He’s made a very
good effort to do everything
we’ve asked him to do on and off
the field.”

Gronkowski misses Pats’
first Super Bowl practice

New England Patriots tight end
Rob Gronkowski was held out of
practice Thursday with an injured
left ankle.

Gronkowski, who set an NFL
record for tight ends with 17
touchdown catches this season,
limped off the field in the third
quarter of Sunday’s 23-20 win
over Baltimore in the AFC cham-
pionship game but returned about
five minutes later. On Monday he
was seen wearing a removable
boot on his left foot.

Belichick said that Gronkows-
ki did not take part Thursday in
the team’s first practice for the
Super Bowl against the New York
Giants on Feb. 5.

The Patriots also signed tight
end Carson Butler, who spent
most of the 2010 season on their
practice squad and was released
Sept. 2.

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Tampa Bay hires
Rutgers’ Schiano 

Elise Amendola/AP
New England Patriots wide receiver Chad Ochocinco smiles Thursday at team practice in Foxborough,
Mass. The Patriots will face the New York Giants in the Super Bowl on Feb. 5 in Indianapolis.

Pats receiver Ochocinco
happy outside spotlight

Mel Evans/AP
Rutgers coach Greg Schiano reacts Sept. 7, 2009, during a game
against Cincinnati in Piscataway, N.J. Schiano was hired Thursday
as the new head coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Patriots TE Gronkowski
sits with injured ankle

Colts to Manning: Keep it private
“I don’t think it’s in
the best interest to
paint the horseshoe
in a negative light. I
really don’t.”

Jim Irsay
Indianapolis Colts owner


