
or two hours, Nickie
Jones played a role as a
single man who recent-
ly got out of jail and

lived in a homeless shelter with
his girlfriend and her infant. 

Jones was 25 with a GED
diploma, a job at a cafeteria that
paid $811 a month and child
support payments. But, at the
end of the day, Jones returned to
her real life as executive director
of the Family Enrichment Cen-
ter. 

She was one of a few dozen
people who participated Thurs-
day in Community Action of
Southern Kentucky’s poverty
simulator. Volunteers from
across the region scattered inside
the gymnasium at Rivendell
Behavioral Health Services.
They were given a fake name
and a packet that explained their
situations and their goals. 

Some were grouped into fam-
ilies. Grown men and women
played children and teenagers.
Some were single adults caring
for multiple children. Some

were convicts, and several spoke
foreign languages. 

All of them struggled finan-

cially, and they were tasked with
finding homes, snagging jobs,
getting their children into school

and other challenges. 
“This is real life, people,”

Ellie Harbaugh, Community
Action associate director, told
participants. “You’re actually
representing a lot of the middle
class ... realize these are not the
poorest families.” 

Participants were given fake
dollar bills and time to get their
priorities straight. They were
required to buy a transportation
pass for each place they visited –
different booths represented the
bank, a grocery store, social ser-
vices, school, child care, a pawn
shop, employment and a home-
less shelter. 

While the event lasted a cou-
ple of hours, participants were
told to pretend that time equaled
a month of job searching, loan
payments and house hunting. 

“I’m thinking that the pres-
sure’s on,” Jones said.  

It’s the seventh simulator
Community Action has had in
the past two years. It’s a way to
raise awareness and improve
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SKyPAC boards elect officers
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Thursday night provided a unique
opportunity for the Southern Kentucky
Performing Arts Center. Just six weeks
before opening its doors, it brought its
two governing boards together as well as
its staff for an evening of dinner, enter-
tainment and business.

Both the SKyPAC board and the SKy-
PAC foundation elected officers. The
board remains a county board while the
foundation is the organization that raises
funds and manages the operation of the
facility. Longtime chairman Rick McCue
remains chairman of SKyPAC Inc., while
Bill Leachman was elected chair of the

SKyPAC foundation.
Tom Tomlinson, executive director of

SKyPAC, also gave a construction
update on the facility.

“If you haven’t been in the building,
you need to get in it soon,” Tomlinson

said. “It is, in my experience, certainly
one of the mot gorgeous performing arts
centers that you’ll run across and it’s
something this community and all of us
should be very proud of.”

Several things are happening construc-

tion-wise in the building, he said. Carpet
was put down on the main floor, which
completes the auditorium. Tomlinson
also said they’ll begin testing the sound
system next week. The orchestra pit is
also being installed.

Things are moving fast as opening
night, which includes a performance by
LeAnn Rimes, is set for March 10.

“It changes every day right now,”
Tomlinson said, “which is really excit-
ing.”

Tomlinson said he’s constantly get
calls from construction crews for quick
answers to questions.

“We’re sort of at the point that if it

lessons of poverty

Top: Western Kentucky University Police Officer Danny Wilson waits
for a poverty simulation to begin. Community Action of Southern Ken-
tucky held a poverty simulation Thursday at Rivendell Behavioral
Health Services. Volunteers and participants simulated one month of
living on a limited income. Above: Nickie Jones (from right), execu-
tive director of the Family Enrichment Center, holds a doll, while
Chiquita Sparks, administrative coordinator with the Bowling Green
Human Rights Commission,  and Linda McCray, executive director of
the commission, discuss their roles at the event.

Mother takes
plea offer in
abuse case
involving son
By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

The mother of a baby boy who suffered burns after being
placed in scalding bath water pleaded
guilty Thursday to an abuse charge.

Brittany Kirk, 25, of Bowling Green,
entered a guilty plea in Warren Circuit
Court to one count of second-degree
criminal abuse, a Class D felony.

The plea agreement that Kirk reached
with prosecutors dismisses an additional
charge of first-degree assault.

According to court records, Kirk
placed her son, who was 10 months old at
the time, in a tub containing 135-degree
water Aug. 13.

Kirk left the child unattended in the tub
for one or two minutes while she checked on her other chil-
dren, according to an arrest report prepared by Detective Tim
Wilson of the Bowling Green Police Department.

Three hours after putting her son in the tub, Kirk noticed
redness on the baby’s body and took him to The Medical Cen-
ter, according to court records.

The baby was sent from The Medical Center to the burn
unit at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville,
where doctors determined he had suffered second- and
third-degree burns on his bottom, upper right leg, arms and
chest.

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

At 7 percent, Warren County had one of the lowest unem-
ployment rates for the state in December.

It was a small drop from the county’s rate in November of
7.1 percent. The Barren River region as a whole remained at
8.3 percent, below the state’s rate of 8.6 percent for both
November and December. The lowest rate in the state was 6.1
percent in Woodford County.

For Warren County and others that saw declines, it’s a sign
that the economy is slowly coming back. There still are an
estimated 11,298 people looking for work in the region.

Jessica Thompson, communications director at the Bowl-
ing Green Area Chamber of Commerce, said jobs being cre-
ated and added to the local economy could be from a combi-
nation of new plants coming on line and from existing plants’
efforts to expand.

“It takes about three years from the announcement of a new
company to get operational and have people hired,” Thomp-
son said.

Unemployment rate
in Warren County
among lowest in Ky.

Simulation showcases challenges of living on a limited income
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Downtown garage
expected to be 
in use on March 10
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The downtown parking structure
won’t be completed but is expected to
be ready enough for temporary occu-
pancy during opening week festivities
for the Southern Kentucky Perform-
ing Arts Center.

“Our target date is March 10,” pro-
ject manager David Butler told the
board of Warren County Downtown
Economic Development Authority.
“And if we’re ready for March 10 (a
Saturday), we will be ready March 9”

BRITTANY KIRK
Her son in foster care
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“If you haven’t been in the building, you need to get
in it soon. It is, in my experience, certainly one of
the most gorgeous performing arts centers that
you’ll run across, and it’s something this community
and all of us should be very proud of.”

Tom Tomlinson
Executive director of SKyPAC
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Kirk placed 10-month-old in scalding bath water
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