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NEW YORK — Adam Yauch, the
gravelly voiced rapper who made
the Beastie Boys one of the semi-
nal groups in hip-hop, has died. He
was 47.

Yauch, also known as MCA,
died Friday morning in New York
after a nearly three-year battle
with cancer, his representatives
confirmed Friday. He had been di-
agnosedwithacanceroussalivary
gland in 2009.

At the time, Yauch expressed
hope that it was “very treatable,”
but his illness forced the group to
cancel shows and delayed the re-
lease of their 2011 album, “Hot
Sauce Committee, Pt. 2.”

He hadn’t performed in public
since 2009 and was absent when

the Beastie Boys were inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame last month.

Yauch was an integral, found-
ing member to the ever-weaving
trio: three Jewish kids from New
York who found widespread re-
spect in a hip-hop world with few
credible white performers.

In a 25-year span that covered
four No. 1 albums and more than
40 million records sold, the Beast-
ie Boys played both prankster and
pioneer, a groundbreaking act
that helped bring hip-hop to the
mainstream.

“The group’s music crossed

genres and color lines and helped
bring rap to a wider audience,”
saidNeilPortnow,presidentofthe
Recording Academy. “Yauch was
animmensetalentandcreativevi-
sionary.”

The demure, gray-haired
Yauch wasn’t the most boastful B-
Boy; he was the thoughtful one
and a steady source of the trio’s in-
novative spirit. A devoted Bud-
dhist, he led the group in perform-
ing concerts to benefit Tibet, and
as a filmmaker, he helped grow
their imagery.

The rapper Q-Tip, a member of
another major ’90s New York hip-
hopgroup,recalledthattheBeast-
ie Boys “showed us the ropes.”
Sean“Diddy”CombscalledYauch
“a true pioneer and a creative
force who paved the way for so
many of us.” The rapper Nas la-
mented the loss of a “brother.”

“I think it’s obvious to anyone
how big an influence the Beastie

Boys were on me and so many oth-
ers,” Eminem said. “They are
trailblazers and pioneers, and
Adam will be sorely missed.”

The Brooklyn-born Yauch
formed the Beastie Boys with
high school friend Michael “Mike
D” Diamond. Originally con-
ceived as a hardcore punk group,
the Beasties played their first
show on Yauch’s 17th birthday.

The group became a hip-hop
trio soon after Adam “Ad-Rock”
Horovitz joined and coalesced af-
ter Yauch dropped out of Bard
College two years into his studies.
In 1986, they released their chart-
topping debut “Licensed to Ill,” a
raucous album led by the anthem
“(You Gotta) Fight for Your Right
(To Party!).”

“Adam was incredibly sweet
and the most sensitive artist, who
I loved dearly,” Russell Simmons,
whose Def Jam label released “Li-
censed to Ill,” said on his website.

In the seven studio albums that
followed, the Beastie Boys ex-
panded sonically and grew more
musically ambitious.

Their follow-up, 1989’s “Paul’s
Boutique,” ended any suggestion
that the group was a one-hit won-
der. Extensive in its sampling and
thoroughly layered, the album
was ranked the 156th greatest al-
bum ever by Rolling Stone maga-
zine in 2003.

The Beastie Boys would later
take up their own instruments — a
rarity in hip-hop — on the album
“Check Your Head” and subse-
quent releases. Yauch played
bass.

Yauch also went under the
pseudonym Nathanial Hornblow-
er when working as a filmmaker
and directed numerous videos for
the group.

Yauch is survived by his wife,
Dechen Wangdu, and his daugh-
ter, Tenzin Losel Yauch.

Beastie Boys’ Yauch, 47, dies
Rapper aka ‘MCA’
succumbs to cancer
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The Beastie Boys’
Adam Yauch, also
known as “MCA,”
was diagnosed
with a cancerous
parotid gland in
2009 and died
Friday. AP

willbereducedtoonelanebetweenI-64andtheWat-
tersonasconcreterepairsaremadeonninebridges.
Crewswillworkfirstintherightlanebeforemoving
to the left lane.

InconnectionwiththeI-71improvementproject,
theentrancerampfromZornAvenuetonorthbound
I-71 will be closed from Wednesday evening after
rush hour to around 6 a.m. May15.

“Eventually, itwillallend.Butourinfrastructure
needsrepair, inordertoprovidereliable transporta-
tion,” said Andrea Clifford, spokeswoman for the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s Louisville dis-
trict.

The I-71 construction has some commuters grit-
ting their teeth. Janice Payne, who works at Galen
College of Nursing near I-71 and Zorn Avenue, said
sheusuallytakesI-71northboundtotheWattersonto
Dixie Highway to get to her southwestern Jefferson
County home. The drive typically takes about 40
minutes, but she said she will have to figure out an-
other route.

“It probably will take at least an hour to get
home,” she said.

TheworkstartingWednesdayonnorthboundI-71
is thecounterpart topartof theprojectcompletedin
AprilalongthesamestretchonsouthboundI-71.The
reduction of southbound I-71to one lane created sig-
nificant traffic congestion during the morning rush
hour.

ThetotalshutdownofI-71fromI-64totheWatter-
son “will allow the paving of southbound I-71 to be
done in a shorter timeframe than the traditional
methodofclosingonelaneatatime,”saidMattBull-
ock,chiefdistrictengineerfortheLouisvilledistrict.

During the weekend closing, crews will repair
bridgedecksintherightlaneofnorthboundI-71.The
left lane will be used to haul asphalt, concrete and
other materials, highway officials said.

Tractor-trailers and loads wider than 11 feet will
notbepermittedthroughtheI-71workzonebetween
Wednesday and May 26. A signed detour will be in
place via eastbound I-64 and eastbound I-264.

Here are more details on the other projects:
» KennedyBridge.Therightlaneonsouthbound

I-65 on the Kennedy Bridge will be closed from
around 8 p.m. Sunday to about 8 p.m. Friday to allow
for structural steel repairs on the Indiana approach
to the Kennedy, Clifford said. The entrance ramp
from Court Avenue in Jeffersonville to southbound
I-65 will be closed during that period.

The major bridge construction will begin in mid-
June,with theKennedyreducedto twolanes ineach
direction. The bridge carries an average of 136,000
vehicles per day.

» I-65 pavement replacement. Lane closings
willbeinplacebetweentheWattersonandtheChest-
nut Street overpass as crews remove the old asphalt
pavement and replace it with 8 inches of asphalt, in-
cluding a waterproofing mixture on the surface.
This section of I-65 carries an average of130,000 ve-
hicles per day.

The right lanes of both northbound and south-
boundI-65willbeclosedfrom7p.m.to5a.m.onTues-
day through Thursday nights. Crews will be paving
theoutsideshoulderstoaccommodatetrafficduring
construction on the interior lanes.

Theleftlanesofbothnorthboundandsouthbound
I-65willbeclosedfrom7p.m.Fridayto5a.m.May14.
Crews will begin removal and replacement of as-
phalt in the interior lanes.

Reporter Sheldon S. Shafer can be reached at (502) 582-
7089.

ROADS: Drivers will
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He said he’s been present for ev-
ery Senate roll call throughout the
campaign. That’s what Hoosiers
elected him to do, he said.

“Indiana has been there for each
of these debates and each of these de-
cisions, and I can be relied upon as
somebody who is trustworthy in ful-
filling my responsibilities and — go-
ing beyond that — in terms of original
thought,” he said.

Lugar, 80, was mayor of Indian-
apolis when he first ran for a Senate
seat in 1974 and lost to Democrat
Birch Bayh. Two years later, he de-
feated Democrat Vance Hartke for
the state’s other Senate seat.

Now as he seeks a seventh term,
he’s the Senate’s most senior Repub-
lican and the longest-serving mem-
ber of Congress in Indiana history.
He chairs the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee and is the former chairman of
the Agriculture, Nutrition and For-
estry Committee.

Those posts have defined Lugar’s
career and put him in a position to
shape farm policy and advise presi-
dents on international issues.

In 1986, he led the Senate effort to
pass the Anti-Apartheid Act, which
imposed economic and political sanc-
tions on South Africa. He has worked
to lessen U.S. dependence on foreign

oil with an emphasis on corn-based
ethanol, a move that has been lauded
and ridiculed. He is perhaps best
known for a program he launched
with then-Sen. Sam Nunn, D-Ga., to
eliminate nuclear weapons.

But some political leaders and vot-
ers have wondered if Lugar has lost
touch with his home state. Lugar still
operates a farm in Indiana, although
his home is now in Virginia and he
stays in hotels while visiting the
state.

“If in fact you send somebody to
Washington to do the very best he or
she can on behalf of your interest,
ideally you want that person on the
job,” Lugar said.

Lugar’s appearances at Republi-
can events over his Senate career
have been less common, though he is
making the rounds now.

He was the keynote speaker last
weekend at the Washington Township
GOP Club Lincoln Day Dinner in Indi-
anapolis. Lugar used the opportunity
to tout his work in foreign affairs, but
he also mingled with voters.

Lugar was approachable, even to
those who appeared to support his op-
ponent. He signed an autograph for
one little girl who wore a Mourdock
pin and spent some of the evening
taking pictures with guests.

Andy Downs, director of the Mike
Downs Center for Indiana Politics at

Indiana-Purdue, Fort Wayne, said
that personality trait serves Lugar
well.

“There are people across the state
who think they know him because of
one casual interaction with him,”
Downs said.

In his keynote address, Lugar had
no harsh words for Mourdock. In-
stead, that fight is taking place large-
ly on the airwaves and in direct mail
pieces, where Lugar’s campaign has
said Mourdock “can’t be trusted to
fight for us in Washington.”

Lugar’s GOP critics have con-
demned his votes for President Ba-
rack Obama’s nominees to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which Lugar said he
has supported because they were ju-
dicially qualified. And they dislike
votes he cast for bailouts that Lugar
said were necessary to protect the na-
tion’s economy.

Lugar has relied in part on popular
Gov. Mitch Daniels to share the mes-
sage that he remains relevant to Indi-
ana. The campaign is airing two com-
mercials featuring Daniels, and in
one the governor said he couldn’t
“think of anyone so reflective of the
thinking, principles and ideals of our
state.”

Samm Quinn is a reporter for TheState-
houseFile.com, a news website powered
by Franklin College journalism students.
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in Ohio and followed with a post at
Koester Cos. in Evansville, where he
was vice president of the company’s
coal subsidiary and eventually be-
came vice president of business de-
velopment for the parent company.
Then in 2000, Mourdock founded a
successful environmental consulting
business.

But after three decades in the
business e felt a new pull. He as-
signed himself a goal: Read 10 pages
of American history every night.

After several books, Mourdock
said, “I got really interested in differ-
ent aspects of government, and that is
what ultimately led me here.”

“Here” is an intense fight — laced
with brutal television ads, mailers
and voter calls — for a Senate seat.

It has been a race that has been
gentlemanly in person, where Mour-
dock in particular has been compli-
mentary of Lugar’s career even as he
has advocated that voters should
have a choice.

But the race has been vicious on
the air as the campaigns and outside
interest groups have tried to bolster
one candidate while tearing down the
other. Mourdock and his supporters
have criticized Lugar’s long political
career and accused him of abandon-
ing Indiana by living in a home in Vir-

ginia. The senator stays in hotels
when he visits Indiana.

“The U.S. Constitution says when
elected, you must be an inhabitant of
that state,” Mourdock said. “He is
clearly not, and that issue will not just
go away.”

Even as Mourdock is talking about
Lugar, though, he is exposing a possi-
ble weakness. The race has become a
referendum on Lugar and less a
choice between the incumbent and
Mourdock.

Outside groups appear to be sup-
porting the challenger more because
of their dislike of Lugar than their ad-
miration for Mourdock.

Right to Life backed Mourdock be-
cause the group is frustrated by Lu-
gar’s votes in favor of President Ba-
rack Obama’s nominees to the U.S.
Supreme Court. The National Rifle
Association endorsed Mourdock in
part because it didn’t like Lugar’s
vote for a temporary semi-automatic
weapons ban.

Club for Growth, an independent
conservative group, has backed
Mourdock because the group be-
lieves Lugar is too moderate.

Robert Dion, professor of political
science at the University of Evans-
ville, said some Hoosiers may vote
against Mourdock for the same rea-
son he believes he will get votes.

“Most voters have a strong sense

of what they think about Dick Lugar,
but they don’t know much about Rich-
ard Mourdock at all,” Dion said.

Mourdock gained national atten-
tion — and tea party kudos — as a man
who stood up to Obama during the
federal government’s bailout of
Chrysler. Mourdock, who is charged
with investing state police pension
funds, said he sued and took the case
to the U.S. Supreme Court because
the Obama administration was trying
to do an end run around federal bank-
ruptcy laws meant to protect inves-
tors including the pension funds.

Mourdock will smile and tell you it
humbles him to hear that he’s ad-
mired for the controversial move —
one that critics say put Indiana jobs at
risk — but you can tell he is proud of
his maverick approach.

“It really was about that old pesky
document, the American Constitu-
tion,” Mourdock said.

Mourdock said government
“should not have the right to pick win-
ners and losers in industry, immigra-
tion, law, or banking.”

Mourdock ultimately lost his fight
but gained a reputation as a constitu-
tional conservative.

Greg Margason is a reporter with TheSta-
tehouseFile.com, a news website pow-
ered by Franklin College journalism
students.
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